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RURAL FOLKWAYS IN RELATION TO
RURAL IMPROVEMENT

JORGE O. MASA

. I. INTRODUCTION
Conflict Between Rural Folkways and Urban Proposals

Since?;gg;riijn1{:\(?zta?£ changes have occurred in the Philippines especially
e ar 11 is one of the conclusions reached by the McMillan-
ra report on rural Philippines. It notes: '
1. - Lo .
which mPopulatxon has increased approximately three and one hall million
A ;;ms not only more mouths to feed but more manpower
. The population of the cities i i i .
. of rural areas af a result of nﬁvgttxizsn l?n:gm \:}lxng e e ebationes
il g m the barrios to the poblaciones
3. Basis for urban expansion lies i i i
' p es in the broad post-war developm
: ent
of co:str'ltjcuon, mfmufacturmg trade, transportation and service induP;tries
et arelghnc&llogxcally, the Philippines now has more automobiles, trucks
2 d other machines, more elastic power, more mechanical k ,
ow than in the pre-war period. ) o
5. By most criterion th ial instituti
. By e social institutions of busine: i
ov 3 I ss, agriculture
government, and education are organized and operating mc;re Defficie tl’
now than before the war. ° i
cemefhir;??—:zin atdtho.zl sar]ne time reveals that the major rural problems
underdeve rsi
center aro veloped human and physical resources among
5‘1}2 Pig 1]n farming methods; (2) small farms: (3) low income;
nu;ﬁgn-r‘np oyment; (5% landlessness; (6) scarcity of credit; (7) mal-
e ;;:;}ea(.gzlgsgﬁt?gfﬂ?f ht(:‘:ith fa;:j:ities: (9) inadecuate'm\iuéatson'
¢ il fertility; ) weak 'ocal government; (12 tage
ertility ! shorta;
?f txrfxslcella‘neous fa}c;lxtles (a}dequate roads, schools, ma’rlgets) l’xousing!re
va c:x[ supply, clectricity, reading centers, and recreation. ) ’ =~
ot tth :isasli):e; gzt?)x:;prd to ts}t:pposel that if these underdevelopments
exis ind is the neglect that rural areas ha
eh; the 1 ve suffe
{}r;oetsx; lg::ser:rrzer:lt;l pohlcu;-s,f \:'}l]'nch is not exactly true since pun'xa.r!x‘;icl
g result of the inertia of rural folkwa ien
] t H s to an
gf Ch:dngf& To be sure, in this country, political inaction )is to beypas;ﬁn
lamed for some of these lags, but by and large, it is the group habitz

of the rural 1 o : LB e
e me_ﬁ%c?%_mt%&% which have become_institutiopalized that |

] e. Paul H. Landis ohserves i
;egalechntmdu;ueisdg};?ndgle more rapidly than family codes, religiou:h z;ﬁz}?f:l::g
legal traditior 'hat mﬁeqnwhﬂe scientific procedures spring up in the realm
of mech , whereas in the nonmaterial realm, old ideologies, outworn
o ‘epfg;xs;hfn:d i:_stoz_nary habits of thought which fail to przzpare the
pe p: o o implications cf tie mew tecunology persists. “A peopie”
e Sggﬁ;ner gt:ma?:t};ll b: ﬁ:wdem-nynieddwith regards to machines but
er: 1 g to an iclated primary group cul o
o thenll’eh] 1ltinpx:ovem¢nts thzt are envisioned for r‘urxz‘x! peogle a;uzﬁ apply’
ppines are for the maost part inspired by the situation pré\'ai}g:sg

»
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¢ the rural masses themselves, but they are changes. on the other
which are predicated on urban viewpoints. which 18 only to be
the scientific attitude upon which our rurzi amelioration is
be founded is an urban phenomenon itself. Hence, when
these viewpoints are reflected in rural areas, ihe natural consequence
is a tepsion in which the dynamics of science run counter against the
inertia implicit in rural folkways.
The barrio people are genera

amon
hand.
expected since
ultimateiy 1o

lly passive in the face of change be-

cause of their long experience with traditional phenomena, and what
they have learned of agriculture, for example, or of health for that
matter, has come by way of father-to-son tradition, rather than by scientific
training. Many of the barrio communities which the McMillan-Rivera
report sampled were found to be loaded with folklore on agricultural
process inimical to any suggestion for change. On health it is interesting
that J. Ralston Hayden attributes what he calis fatalistic resignation as
one of the deterrents to the achievement of physical health and energy
upon which alone he believes can be based a natural development com-

parable with that of western states or Japan.

II. CoNDITIONING FACTORS

1. NaTIve EXPERIENCE

1t seems, therefore, of primary importance to understand the con-

ditioning behind the development of these folkways if a redirection of
thert is to be made in favor of rural improvement. And the first point
to stress is the fact that these rural folkways are identified with nature
and with natural basic processes, which make for the tendency among rural
people to regard nature as an active agent in their culture-building

experience.
hich is the Filipino farmer’s best friend has influenced

The carabao w
many of his behavior patterns. It is often said as a suggestion that the
pature of the rural man is the result of theconditioning which the carabao

has imposed on him. We all know that the animal is slow moving but
a steady worker and helper, loves to wallow in the mud, and is a good
{riend so long as it is not overworked under the heat of the sun. ‘“You
are as slow as a carabao” generally reflects an aspersion cast by an
urban man; but in the rural areas the admirable quality of the animal
is appreciated in the common expression, “as patient as a carabao”.
In his search for security in the face of capricious nature with
which he has to deal day in and day out the rural man in the absence
_ of scientific guidance, has set up techniques for dealing with what he
thinks are supérnatural powers. -t i

cluttered with folkways in which magic, propitiation, and taboo are

pwevalent.

In a report that one of my classes in Rural Sociology has presented.

they found that all sections of the Philippines have developed folkways
ith supernatural

of agriculture in which these techniques of dealing w
powers are at hand. It is found, for exarple, that in the locality of
Lucena, Quezon, come farmers decide the planting of their crops mot
only in terms of the seasons, but also by the sound of the lizard or
“iko”. A student reports that if in the first sound of the “tuko” the

se—rural man s -
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farmer savs ‘“wood | "
Vs g 1arvest or “bad harvest” de i i i
£ , r S pending on hi
t}?ed fzhrgenratrelg thet:eaf;t:ra the st sound if identified witi “bad ;;;}":ng‘
matter had promising the weath i ‘
] sing er for planting wj ’
to pz;stpgixe El;us §chedu1e to seme other time thar s fivorablge will have
from nthe eo amz})ﬁ of Naga Citv where the main source of income j
v e v::ers p of cocoput trees, the fear of the tree gro\w.nlj
nstantly in the mind of the farmer so much so that to
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“As z consequence. the Zarmer’s philosophy of life is primarily
organic. whereas the city man’s philosophy is usually mechanistic.
The farmer lives in a natural world, the city man in an artificial
world. Because of his occupation the farmer's thoughts are
largely biological, whereas the city man's thoughts are largely
physical or economic. '

“Perhaps because of the opern air and contact with nature,
perhaps because the farmer sees stars at night and observes the

mitigate the situation, a turtle shell is used to scoop the soil from the

hole where the planting ; . !
P S 1S to be done. The idea behind 15 that since progress of the seasons, perhaps also because of stronger family

ties, farmers and farm women tend to think in terms of the past
= - - .- .and.the future; city people, it seems, tend to think more about

the present.”

It might be added that to the farmer, agriculture, or let us say, to the
fisherman, fishing, are not only occupations, but ways of life, and to
change their enterprise radically is to alter their personality and their
particular type of enterprise in their world. Any modification is to
make necessary a major personal adjustment in which the eantire house-
hold is included. In the Philippines, despite the material changes which
have occurred in the country during the last fifty years, there still survive
codes and ideologies which are strictly native in their conditioning and
definitely inspired by rural isolation prevalent in the past. The observation
of Sorokin, Zimmerman and Calpin in_their Systemnatic Source Book in
Rural Sociology has, it seems, relevance to the Philippine situation in
that “with the developments of money economy and urbanization, the
familistic traits of the peasant farm enterprise have tended to fade, though
familism still survives to a greater extent on the economic organization
of the typical farm than in the non-agricultural industrial enterprise or

in the capitalistic nonfamily farm enterprise.”

the "turtle is"a" ereattre ~the
. : “t-constantly .hugs |

e e D e e o e ground o Socoms
partake of the nature of the turtle. implement

The planting of rice in i
: seme barrios of Bataan d i
or the planters before planmfg and that their headse;'lxlinuﬁ g? :l?thct?s%

‘plants is a bad omen.
should not bo tauched Igiyorsei:xe;e:sh: ngalay seeds under all circumstances

These practices are easily dupii in di
3 t
even where rural isolation has loggmzeii l;‘exgg\frzgem parts of the country

3
3 2. THe RorLe or Pridary Grour ReLATIONSHIP

; These rural folkways have secondly developed in the atmosphere
of primary group relationship, and since the forces that are making their
impact on them for a change are the outgrowth of secondary group
relationship, it i3 only to be expected that the barrio people should
maintain wait-and-see attitude. Whoever lives in the “damay” (a Tagalog
word indicating a primary group relationship) type of culture cannot
escape being conscious of the reactions to his behaviour, and for that
matter, it is easier for him to conform to existing patterns than seek

2t Ty O suggests this possible effect
?ittlt,l’xdes, habits and basic philosophies. Ine;iso‘f‘Fdose.ness t0 nature on
on” he points out: arming as’an Occupa-

“Deeper in my opinion than the dif indi

. . - - f Y L ivi

:;t;c ﬁf é:;s:z fla)xere economics agd soim,bfi;;: evex‘:x duth:t
! m, tween capitalism and communism, are those

new ones.
This is adequately illustrated in the failures that have accompanied

- -~ —the succession of rural credit institutions which the Philippine government

g!:’gesfs{ ga:.ticulaﬂy as influenced by soil and weathe:
P 9«,8 e{xtance, urban occupations are founded nrmna?d
P o:::;fo %’m é@n’.r_m:?c?,“and.these activities are mg:u?l? carri ”
with & cow. anaey €8d milk is assoviated with o bottle. pos

. Lo 81 3pple comes from 2 box not from . ;
these early impressions infiuence, I believe, the ide;? o? E;?ci’lifaelzd )

i;
I
I

has tried to get up imthe past-and is still_setting up at present. The

case of the Rural Credit Association which was organized—mere—than

twenty-five years ago is an illuminating example of this failure. The
motives behind its organization was laudable to say the least, and if the
ideas behind were successfully implemented they could have minimized
usury and excessive landlordism and possible have alieviated the agrarian
conflict thot is now roging in the country today.

Many explanations had beer made for these failures but one that
should not be sverlooked is the lag that stands between urban techniques

N



. v

Paze 16 PHILIPPINE SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW
involved in thc operation of a modern credit system and the credit
xperience of the rural people which has “damay™ contents in it. For
credit among the rural people is personal. No promisory notes are
written, no accounting or auditing are required. So when the principle
of money economy is imposed the chances of failure are great since
the rural background operating on familistic traits does not have sufficient
orientation to thz entanglements involved in even a simple banking
svstem of the urban fashion.

On the other hand, I have a doctor friend who found it more success-
ful from a financial standpoint to operate in a community where he
comes as an outsider. The reason for it he said is that if he practised
in the place where he was born and had grown up the elements of
personal relationship or “damay type” of culture will impose upon the
situation so that he will likely have more patients, but, inversely, less
incame. This situation is reflected in the practice of other professions
' this country.

The development of the compadre system in Philippine politics is to
a great extent the attempt to win votes by playing on the psychology of
“damay” relationship. The rural people in the Philippines do not
vote mainly on issues involved but on the “personal” rapport that a
politician can establish between himself and the voters. The compadre
idea to him seals the vote, at least, until its “damay” energies are spent.
It might be said here that President Magsaysay’s popularity among the
rural people in the last election is to be partly explained in his capacity
to establish a ‘“damay” relationship between himself and those who had
the votes to give, all things being equal.

We have an accurate description of this phenomeron in the
observation made by the writers of Elementary Sociology in the University
of the Philippines. In the chapter on rural communities they report:

“In the Philippines. .. the pattern of behaviour revolves about
common interests and purposes which redound to the general
welfare of the group. Within this group no individual can hope
to live apart from the knowledge of his neighbors. Social con-
tacts are carried to a point where a high degree of intimacy and
mformality characterize the relationships. The rural barrio is a
prime example of the damay type of interaction.”

- Beforc thc outbreak of World War II, the writer was lecturing to
a group of rural people on the necessity of the young men moving to
Mindanao where they could own a farm of their own and the capital

for development provided by government credit_through the Iand Settle— — — —
A - - —

+ment ion. ~These people were living in 2 barrio and had been
teparts all their lives. The reply of the matriarch who was apparently
the mouthpiece of family opinion was something to remember. She said:
“To be together on a diet of camote tops is better than to be dispersed
with all the rice of the landlords onhand.”

Et is interesting to note in this connection that the McMillan-Rivera
repez found 88 against moving to new scttlements as over against 12
in fzvor, in the poil sampled among the people of barrios studied. To
ke sure, mobility of population both geographically and socially kas been
characteristic of the post war period in this country and has contributed

3

. the community shou

- - — —tend to- exclude-
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o family and
despite these
uments which

reakent { achments ¢
i to the weakening o:i att :
no small measure 2
meiahborhood oroups as such. but the fact. stapds t ;;n
3 \?elo ments the barrio folkways are rootc;d in Fm}?a'? e N 4
. lp provide resistance against any sign of their su

strongly g

secondary group interaction.
3. PRESSURE OF THE Conscious PasT

n the third place have a very conscious past.or '1;!:;
in the same place for twe g{'enerauzys or more
alth of background concermng local t g
ealous guardians of local standards, cons

i nce in determining whether
ke mﬂueunfavoral:cly to progressive

The rural people i
families having lived
have accumulated 2 wea
They, therefore, act as }

i d have a pow!

e S ranity cho E;:l respond favorably or
ements and constructive changes.

mow:I his ‘“‘past” we know can be both a.nba.stseitt

improvement. It is a stabilizing influence but 1

i to conserve th : ps the
Staiﬁ::ig gt;:?:c; to ancient landmardks. . l\l;lfz;nzan bal‘;ngas $ec:‘ b e
qu i er i 3 Y

ite willin: nform to it, because un t i v
i af atlo,thtgu;% to those who have .,expenenced a more S ting
e us and repressive.

life, it can be monotono 4 the groctings that

is reflecte
This adherence to ‘the status (']uo is ed I e ther. S i e
people in the Philippines are wont ut;tiiag: 0 o o would o

. ™ wonder ich i once
g;a Ctel'?e ‘t‘}l:tgz‘mtr;:: :Z?-g, “wonderful”, which in more ways than
inclll:xdés an expression of improvement OF pr;:igrszs.
In the Tagalog barrios the xesponasle”wou :
katulad ng dati,” or “Good sir, as usual 4 be:
In the western Visayas the Px;e%lry ‘\‘vatzualway;”
. It k vou, as usua ) . . . Dins™,
T e IIZC}::: would probably answer: “Nasayaat, gaa}f; r;u cfc!) ﬁgo tezso -
“'IG'zzd by the help of God”. But the term 80O
or R

k . ally happened.
always has been. that 1s, nothing Adverse_has really }:about by contact

i i itioning brough . :
all is that the conditiomng : onact
'ﬂl“iusr‘:ln orfoé;sa, lbv the influence of pnm;lr) g;;'c;‘upa cze:?:’; s pto
by ln:lt topa “conscious” past, make the rut m D to
brgstrz:};edypattems which makes him less toleran than persd

i he is condescending
atterns that differ from his own. To be sure Com e ey

“AMabuti po naman,

5 E24
«Salamat, sa guihapon™,

e i res are sO restrctv ]
i e of i o, bt e mores 30 P lind

for his improvem ent. o are 0 o t-hem, ) twoofg
chpi'xt o mv:c&d they must capitalize o1t values indigenous
S:fi?;m and not radically alien to his way of life.
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