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C~~7~~~r~~~~~~~~~: Minimalist governmell1t ~::o~~~ts~~tJ~fl~~~~wol~
~~~~i~~n;.nT~ b~~d/;:!e~~ and public safety ~~thf~~~ta~~~:ti~~~r~
mcntasbeinggood,wecvalu- February1989,thedissatisfied

~~~~~~ff:~~~~ea~~~~e~~. Surveys appear to validate a ~~~~W:'~~:~:tsbef~rth~ I

:~~alp~~J~~it\~itrS~u:;;~~ prevalent feeling of Filipinos :~'th~nin~k~~~~~:~~~

:~~e~~~e~~~f~~~~ju~tc~ being in a war zone ~~:~~~~~~¥.~~~~(:v~ j

food and freedom," the late at times only two) satisfied :
Senator Diokno's rallying and prolonged disorder. respondents.
demands, arc popularly per- Hiller's and our ownMarcos' Predictably,in:rating the I

ceivcdas legitimatelygovern- politicalprecrmnence mightbe Aquino administration'sper- '1
mentimperatives. consideredas relativelycon- ~ formancein bringingabout a '

Ourtimes,however,do not temporary footnotes in this morepeacefulsociety, a seri-
permitnormalexpcctationsto regard. ous deterioration in .public
be rationally sustained for The present government appraisal has taken place.:In
long. In the midstof our per- appears to be impotentin ad- March 1987,nationally,eight
pctualcrises,a minimalistphi" dressing this minimalist irn- respondents expressed satis-
losophy of government ap- perativc.Thecommoncitizen factionfor everyone whodid
pears to be emerging. More isassailedbycrimein various not,Sincethen,theproportion
andmorepeopleare re-cxam- forms,fromall directions.The of thosesatisfiedhasdeclined

~~~~;I~iru~~~fo~~v~~m;r~~~ ~~~ld~~~~y S~~~~n~~b:~ Felipe B. Miranda .~ti~~~o~~eed~U~~e:~t
~n~~;~Ju~~fi~~~:}ot;eg~vee~: :~~ki~~8~tat~0~f~~~fna~i~~ Chasing nu~~~y dataappear tosim-'

:~~ t::,~~~~1/or the citi- f~{~r2d~~n~~z~~~h~i~~~y~ tltle- Wind f~li~i~~~i~j~:'~%~a:~n~
Evenlessthantwohundred (If tl}ereferenceperiod had warzonenowadays.Thesense

~:~r:~~'n~ ~as~:i~~~;: ~~:~~~dili~:c::t ::~ ~r~rri~t~~~~~c:;v~rJ~~n~v~ ~~i~~ei~~=n::r~yat~~.
"good"withoutaccountingfor or three years, the crime vic- dependentsurveys like"those grimreaJizationthatneitherthe
environmental protection,air timization rate would dcfi- oftheSocialWeatherStations, law nor its agents,especially
and water quality, gross na- niLelyhavebcenmuchhigher.) Ateneo Universityand (dur- thosewearinguniforms,areto
tionalproducts,equitabledis- Aboutone in fiverespondents ing the time of Marcos) the be unequivocably trusted.
tribution of incomes and to the surveyreports himself Bishop-Businessmen's Con- Bcsiegodbycrimc.threatened.
wealth, stable prices, univer- ora.mcmberofhisimmediate ference.Fourtofiveoutoften· by dissidence, overwhelmed
sat suffrage,publichealthand familyas a victimof theftand peoplesaypeoplein theirown by muchdeterioratcd.lifesup
massliteracy. robbery:one in ten, his home neighborhood arc afraid to port systemsand vainlyseek-

However,nogovemmentin being broken into; one in walk the streets at night be- ingclcardircctionsIrom go~
the last two thousand years twenty, physical violenceof cause it is not safe. At least emment leaders wllo preach
meritedsustainedpublictoler- some form.The nationalpat- halfof the respondentsasked transparencyas a politicalvir
ance, much less popularsup- tern embracesMetro Manila, in thesesurveysover the last tue,mostFilipinosmighleven
port unless it had effectively where the correspondingfig- four years say, in their own tually accommodate them:
addressedthe issue of public ures are practicallythe Slime. neighborhoodpeoplearcafraid selves to minimalistexpecta-

~1~[~~g~~tce~/t~~~I\~ ~isa~~s, ~a~it~~~ i~~~~~ ~~~r~~::e~ mi
ht

break into ~~~f;e~~~~~%~~U:i::

~~i~~nr~~f:o ~~P;:a~?; ili~~~e:;~~I~~= lic d~~~}~~~~di~~rth~ f~~~ ~Wti~~~~~~~~~~~~::.
inspiredby preciselythe fear one and a half times to twice ofpublicorderandsafetyre- dictablyoffer,publicorderand
that public order and safety as bad as the national and latcs.totheAquinoadrnlnistra- safety,and damnthecosts.
would deteriorateeven more Metro Manila staustics. No tion's record in solving the War zones do not take
shouldshe be politically dis- countryinSouthcastAsiare- assassination/murder of gov- overlykindly to faciledemo
abled. I shall examine thi~ ports crime incidence levels emment men or officials as cratictheorizing.In 1989Phil
possibilityin a latercolumn.) comparableto thatreflectedin well as government critics. ippines,a governmentthatre
Even tyranniesat times be- the SWS February 1989 sur- This is the only performance fuses to governwill probably
came preferableand gained vey. areawheretheAquinoadmini- not govern for very much
significantpublic support in Public apprehension rc- strationls almostconsistcntly longer.uansparencyandhean
societiesplaguedwithserious garding their personal safely negativelyratedby surveyre- nOlwi!hstanding" fl' /I
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ONEof thegreatestfreethink- R Ir g d- d pears10meto be thesameone

:~in~~r=c~t~~~~~ 0 In 'Ice an ~~~~~~: ~~~~ti~jO~~
~~~,~~~~~~~ making decisions :U~\~~e ;~::~r;
10 have said, "does not play programmed for subversion.
dice with the universe."Yet, Rather,he ops for a high-risk
beinga manof greatcompas- activitypreciaelybecause his
sion as weU as intellect, he Should fairness continue to life hascome to be character-

:'~~~i~~~~:C~~ be denied, more Filipinos :=~lS:b~:~~~
~~reSU~ttea: ~~t ~=ine~ could be expected to play the =~·iJ='l:.~ ~tS~~
~==~:=~t~ final, the most desperate ::~::;i~~~~::~11/:
majoritymore often than our gamble of all. of sustainedinjusticeandmul-
~=~~~:~~f01~::~ tipledeprivati6ns.
cannot be as mercilessin its TheeurrentexteQtofanned
response to the needs of a subversion. 'whether one
people as the logic of con- while away his time. The speaks of thecominunists.the
joined political power, eco- movies.tv shows,community Muslim rebels, the military
nomicimerestsandsocialpo- beUlmaxesandeventheradio coup-makersor some of the
sidon, an unholy trinity with programs are cheaper and mostlo}'a1~ loyaliSts, is'
whichtherulinggodsidentify equallyeffectivetimekillers. still relativelysmall. A more
themselves and with which He gambles because he seriousconcern shouldbe tire
they imposeon an overawed must,becausehe is desperate continuinglargeand posaibly'

pu~~ Filipino's compulsion :J:a~ ~~~s:n~:~i:~J ~V:khexJ::in:O~re::
forgamblinghas beenmisun- againsthim. He tries to work their members. These bases
derstood and often romanti- in a system where-sustained could not have maintained
cized. He does not gamble productivityasa workernets themselves'iflife hadmatei'i-
becausehe is excited by the him hardlya raise and, more allyimprovedformost people
odds being in his favor; this oftenthannot,actuallya drop in the last three )'tl8I'S. as
would make him to be 8 far in-realincome. claimedbY manygovernment
::~:n~~~~thbe~~ge:~~: He, gambles because ~e Chasing agencies. .

~~uz~~=:sgh~y~:Ufu,~ ~~ ~~o/~~;p~~ ~; the Wind Me~~~~~~~ne~
~n~~{~~J:~~,: ~~~:~~ofl:~ln~~~~ ticket.(Thislogic is not alto- ~~n~:ro~~c:em:::
~~;~n~:ea~t~~~:: ~~:~~e~~~~1J. ~~~~ili=ti~~d:~ ~~~r:r~:n:~~bm~
~~':ebo:nf/;~s~~~;~zf: ~:ly1SW~~S J:~~:~e:S~ gn~o~e~d~:~ :::;:,:~ ~~~~~~~~:~
~~:ed~~esv:~), both =~':~himonetothree ::e:~~J~~yN~~:t:: ~~~~~kl:~1~u~::~

Nor does he gamble pre- Finally,hegamblesbecause that thereis Godwhenindeed to solicitadvicefromordinaIy
cisely because the odds are however much the gods of there is none. But 10 err iq citizens, she might well dis
a$8insthim; this wouldmake chancemightconspireagainst denyingHim whenindeedHe, cover that subversionis basi
himfar too muchof an under- him. they are not maliciously is around is to risk eternal callylinkedby mostFilipinos 'I
dog championif not a maso- intractableto themeekandthe damnation.) to the throwof a fairdice,toa
chist.Winningis as muchhis miserable.There is the slim- The truth indicatedby the fairer chance in securing a
persornil preferenceas it is of mestpossibilityotwinning and prevalenceof gamblingin the, ~teriaI1¥ better life. Should"
otherpeople's.Givenachoice it leads him to anticipatede- Philippineconcernstheextent fairnessconnnueto be denied.
betweenlosingwithan under- liverance from the ~sest and depth of desperation more Filipinoscould be ex-

g~~m~:;~~~~in~;~ik: ~f~I~J~=~~~I:~~~: :~~1 ~~;;~n~~~%~~ ~~:vt~~~~~f ~f; I
mostpeopleels4wherewould better life thereafter. Since sivegamblersbynature.They subversion.Three-fourths of I

pro~~gerOP~::i~~ gamble ::~~~~~~tO~~:g~: :mg:~~I~y ~~~::-an:e~ ~::=:~~~~~t~~ I

~~~~eh:;Jii~~~~~~gth~ ~~n~t~::s~~pi~~~ do~e logicof gamblingap- :u~~ thinking,this terrible !

lUESDAY, AUGUST15.1989



Chasing
tll1e Wind

S ~~~~~;t ifO~~~ w~~~ Authorities and plliblic ~eO~~tr'g'~~~c~;~~~~
~~~Is'f~~eng~~~~%~~f. ~;i~ aeeountabiIity ~~~~~~~i~/~;S~~t~~lie~
does not ring true. Christian namesegovernmentInvolved
theologyconfirmsthat angels organizinga citizenryagainst

~~h~~el~~S~!n°~:~~~~ Petitions, rallies, tyra~~~~~~~O=~ded his-

~:~ ~~n~~v~~::ht~e~n~~~ demonstrations, and ~~u~~gft~~~:l:
f~U:a~~:;~~~:i~;;~~~: 'we/gang bayan' are fn~~I;i~:;anth~l;::'~:

.m;:~~:·man ~ings.'~overn- becoming far too regular ~:::;~r~~n~rpe~~?:~~
mentisan inescapablereality. fixtures in our political for the redressof grievances,

~~:tJf~eo;~a~o~~~i~~~ environment ~dU~&:"~~~~~:~~
ernment are collectively re- tions, and ultimately erupts
ferred to as the authorities, into violent political action.
They may sport official titles The forceof prayer.the force
or they may lurk in the back- All thesemeasures canfail of reason. the force ofnum-

w:~~n~on~~rl~l fu'ri:J~~~i~n~ forvariousreasons.Whenthe =uti~~1:~all:~~~ ..
cognito. Filipinosunderstand a~thoritfes COlludfl amo~g stages in the metamorphosis
theirpoliticaldynamicsintui- ~O~~i~~ti~~ ant statut~ of the process of public ac-
tivelyandthuswecalltheau- provisions for .public ac- countability.
thorities "ang mga countability go for naught. In the Philippines.public
maykapangyarihan,' those Checksandbalances.periodic accountability demands are-
with power. or "ang mga electionsandrecall.as wellas being' expressed in' progres-
makapangyayari," those who judicial administration a¢ sivelydang~us forms.Peti-
can makethingshappen. corrupted and reduced to lions.raIlies.demoDStrations.

Democratic government beingformaldemocratictrap- and we/gang·bpYan.are be-

.~~~~~:~~~~~~i~~~=~~ Felipe B. Miranda ~~~f~tr::i~~~~~~~~t~ =fi~~:~~=~~:
thorities, and the governed. the case of socialization and
Following a theory that the education,they take 100 long Thereis a clearandpresent
power of the authoriticsulti- andare irrelevantto theplight danger in thepauern ofac-
mately comes from the of thepresentgeneration. nons taken by hundreds of
people,democraciesmandate '---------,------' Historically.therehasbeen tho~ o~ Filipinos who
that the ~thorities must be onlyone reliableguarantorof areagamtaking·tothestreets
accountablefor theirpolitical tendenciesinanyof themajor public accountability. In less in their quest for responsive
acts to the latter. llow the branchesof governmentand stressedpoliticalregimes,or- gove~ment and responsible
powerfulare to be made ac- theirrespectiveauthorities. ganized,activecitizengroups authonties. There is a less
countableto the peopleis the Formalpoliticalprocesses have forced their authorities clear but even greaterdanger

~~~~~£:~~em of democratic ~~hal~ ~~~~~: ~~n~~~~~ ~~ ~~faft~~I~i~~~e~~~:: ~~n:,r;~t~ ~v~:~~~
age a sense of public ac- to subvert them. The due lies.withtheeggingof rightist

Elaborate procedures are countability. Resortingto ei- process of law which has counselors.appear to be-cur
designedto facilitatethis ac- ther, a disgruntled constitu- proved terrifyingly effective rentlyfavoring.
countabilityof the authorities. encycould removepublicof- to eventhe mostpowerfulau- The streets might be
Within government itself. ficialswhobetraytheirpublic thoritiesin the UnitedStates. cleanedof rallyistsand dem
thereareconstitutionalaswcll trust. Great Britain and Japan re- onsuators. at least temporar
as regular statutory agencies Longer-term strategiesare fleets the organized citizen ily, Yet their very absence
to monitorthe acts of the for- associated with democrati- pressurewhich could be ex- could indicatea more serious
mal authorities and subject cally-oriented socialization erted in these political sys- Problem. Public accounting
them to investigation, cen- processes and educational terns. . mightbe delayed~ it is never I
sure,aswellasmorestemdis- programs. Together with In more highly stressed successfullydeniedthedeter-

~t~;~00~as~;e;~~~~~~~~~ ~~e~~:~~:~n~~u~;~a~i~. ~~~~c~~r:y~~~~n dr:a~~: ~.~n~ili~~l~~N~I~;~~ ;.~e:
the formal mechanisms of to inculcatevalues of public thoritiesandanorganizedciti- selves to be gods and their
checksand balancesare sup- service and public accounta- zenryoftencompeltheformer publicmuchless than dutiful!
posedto-neutralize tyrannical bilitv. towardsan unwelcome, even angels. p.11 1
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Politics and the military:
War Plan Yellow?

want to fight issues, I want to
do rny work."

Hewould havetovault over
'lJ least fifteen more senior
colleagues to gain the position
of Chief-of-Staff,Biazonhim-

I ~il\~ryla~~~cl~~%e~~~ ::~c~?~~iz~~ui~a~i~~~~ ~~~ir:
national politics had always Militaryconstitutionalism is fection among military men,
been at the behest of civilian indicated for as longasthe Issues, includingspuriousand

~~ti~~~~~ti~~dOfau~~~~~~~~ administration seeks to ~~~~~~~~;;~I~~~~m~t~~~
~~ii~~ot~c"r~~~:ti~~ t~~ position military menwho ~~~tsa~~~f~~;~i~tr~~~
~a~~:~:~il~~:p6?r:~~~e~~ will defend. Congress, ~a:' conscientious military

~~g~~~~~ia;~~:~~f~,~~Wt~~ the courtswiththe same so~~ ~lit~~fJt:Vi~n~c:~ti~i
;~~~~~~~~~~~~ar~~r ardoras theywould .l:~~gW~i~tru~hii~i~:r~~~;~
~~~~~red~~t~d;:;fttf~~~ defendPresident Aquino... ~~~lc~~t~(~i~~~hn~~:~~::~~~
whose political agenda re- onAprilI4,199J.)Hi$build-
quired military involvement andwield themintoa groupof up must be started right now.
and support. reliable defenders of the ad- Thus hiseurrentappointment

Coup-making itself might ministration. tothepositionof DeputyChief
nothaveproliferatedifcivilian This iswellandgood, foras of Staff appears sensible as a
politicans had actively dis- longasconstitutionalismisnot tentativemovetowardstheCS

f:{~5e~p~i~~~~ fu~~i~~a~ ~ul~ait~~n~w~ji~~~~~ tar~it~on in all probability
inspiration as well as some ministration, much less a po- deserves his current appoint-
degree of i protection when litical personality. Military mcntandsbould he eventu-
thingsgo hot. constitutionalism is indicated ally become Chief of Staff,

Manymilitarymenmaynot for as long as the administra- wouldprobablymerit that too.
take kindly to the implication tion seeks to position military This.however, 'snotthepoint.
of this view so far, but it is men ·who will defend Con- Thecrucialissueis whether
difficult to avoid the conclu- gress, the Courtsand theother military promotions still con-

~il~n .!~~~m~ie~~v~n~~~ si~: ~~~~~f:~i~~~ ~~dsa~~t~~Jr Chasing ~;t~~t~g d:r~f~iS~U~~~~
r~a:~a~~~}al~bo":b~:a:C~~ ~'::~tth~q~~~~d ~~~n~~;:~~ the Wil1l~ gr~~:U~~~~~~:~~:t~\~~
"domestics". Domestics.even Commander-in-Chief,and her commanders' level had to be
if they are of the status of a administration against any il- legendary.InNovember1986, personally reviewed by the
General Ver, get no more than legal destabilizationattempt. in an emotional meeting of President.) Military promo
leavings of their masters. This backgroundofcivilian militaryofficerspreceding the tions then would only be pan
Thus, in the last adrninistra- initiative and military consu- abortive coup, "God Save the of a general politicalplan,one
tion, no military man attained tutionalism helps sensitize us Queen," Biazon dramatically notnecessarilyconsonantwith
billionairestatus even as sev- to the possiblecalcu!usof cur- tookoff his general's star and, constitutionalprinciples..
eral civilian predators made rent militarypromotions,par- critical of the ambiguous po- The riseof a constitutional
the grade. ticularly those which are in- liticallanguageaffectedbyhis istlikeBiazonshouldbemore

It is difficult LObelieve that dicative of decp sclcction by peers,daredthemtospcakas critically-appreciated. It au
the prescnt poliucal dispensa- theauthorities.Aninterestmg warriorsandc1arifytheirindi- gurs well for the country if his
tion has not tried to involve case, for instance, is that of Vidualpositionson whocould current promotion were made
active militarymen in politics Major General Rodolfo G. gainfromthispowerplayeven truly on the basis of national
too. As "duly constituted au- Biazon, DeputyChief of Staff as democracy must suffer a need and his own merit. If
thorities" who have been the and concurrent commanding beating. - other objectives guided the
Uirgetofunauthorizcdmilitary generalof theNationalCapital More recently, reacting to administration, however, then
exercises, it would be natural Region Defense Command,a some speculationsthat he was Major General Biazon and
for this administrationto scan capableofficer, an intelligent being groomed for the Chief- others like him in the military
themilitary forconstitutional- militarymanand straighttalk- of-Staff position, Blazon's would eventually have their

~~o:f~~~SC~~I;'~~ ~~_~~~~ ing~~,ns~~~~~~~::~t~alism is ~~f~~~~yW~ug~~~~~~\:n~ ~~~~ti~~~is~:Iist principlcs!
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The political vocabulary of computers

This computer language is replete with political
sense which Filipinos may immediately understand
perhaps because in every Filipino lurks the
dark spirit of a calculating, computing political man

A::=~:-;O~d; ., ===>l ::n::~~::'=:~f::;'.:~.:
earneda place in our political simply retryit, or even stituency. What needs to be
history. Who can forget the . cavalierlyignore publicsenti- done is to debug government
impressive sight of men and ments.Matters like the recent programsandsee10it thatthey
womeninwhitesolemnlyleav- Garchitorenascam as well as run muchcloser to theirorigt-
iflgtheir computersand walk- the alleged senatorial"sexca- nal formalspecifications.
ing out of the PIce as they pades" become' full blown This alternative might call
exposedsystematic.computer- public issues even as the au- .. foranupgmdingofthecefllral
assistedfraudsinthesnapelec- thorities try the full range of processing unit or CPU. the
iionofl986? Or,forthosewho theabort,retry,ignoreoptions. core set of government om-
strolled into the NAMFREL, The build-upof public un- cialsresponslble for conceiv-
headquarters in La Salle Felipe B. Miranda rest could lead to a dangef9US ing, operationalizing, imple-

~fr:~~~~~~~~t~~:~~~e ~'::~~~o;ti~~i~;:le::: :~~~~~g g~~~~r:;~s~
sought to track the latest taI- Chasing andtotal disregard of public set of developmentsttategies.

~~~i~~~~\f:~~~~~~~ title Wind :~d;in~t~~~rs~~r: be~:i:3~~~U:
Inasense.theI986snapelec- unthinkable:formiltting gov- short time 'span. a constraint
uon wasa tcst of rwocomput- ., ,. ernment.Anewsetofauth_ori-· characteristic :of severely
crized systems,'both commit- administrauons, concerned, ties could be set-up and all stressed political systems.
ted to monitoring a critical wiJ!!Wordperfect images of trac~s.. o~ the previo~s Thus; accelertuo: boordsand
politicalexercise,butwithone their rule. '" administration de~eted. This- turbo operationsto hastenthe
systemtaskedwithsubverting In s!1~h administrations,the process of formattingand re- paceof governmentare seri-

~rl:~~~~~\:nd the other :~~~~:d~~~~~~ri~ ~~~~in~o~d~~~rcac~~ ::~ra:~f=a:lco':
The political character of cal massof whichleadtojarel cieties.Ho~v~,whe~peace- vatives, .' , "

computers is betrayed by the errorsmgovemmentmanage- ful change ISimpossible, the • Obviously. government
language they use. I do not ment.Theauthoritiesregularly citizenry must resort to low operating effectively and at
mean the technical language makeillegalfunctioncallsas levelformalting,inwhichcase highspeedsneedsanadequate
of computer programming they shamelessly help them- the use of physical force be- and reliable poWer. supply.
(Fortran. Forth. FIrth. Cobol. selvestopublicfundsandother comesunavoidable. Both standby anduninterrup
Basic, Pascal. or C, among materialresources. SomeanalystsofPhilippine. tible power supply systems
others) but to the plain Eng-, These politi~ians are ex- politics~airthat~DSAIu!s needto be in placeas political
lish usedby thosewhoboldly tremely gifted 10 local area resultedmformiltfallure, that brownouts.1hreaten.Popular
interfacecomputerswithordi- net-working, which they theMarcosbadsectors hadnot support and capable security
nary computer-users. This undertaketo expand their ar- been wiped out and that, on forces must be conjoined for
computer language is replete cas of illicit operation.They iheccnrrary.theybavebecome goverrtmentoperationsto suc
withpoliucalsensewhichFili- often build themselvesa net- resurgent in the current ad- ceed in criticaltimes.
pinosmayimmediatelyunder- work of bad sectors, where minisiration,Theypredictthat The worst ~nditioO' con
stand,perhapsbecauseinevery localpoliticians.militaryoffi- moreand moreFilipinoscould ceivableis one wheregovern
Filipinolurksthedarkspiritof cersand policemensystemati- losefaithin peacefulmeansof mentisneithcrdecisivelyfunc
a calculating,computing po- cally extort from a helpless effecting change and that or- tionalnordecisivelydead.We
liticalman.. citizenry." ganizationsliketheCPP-NPA then anguish over a govern-

Have you wondered how Sometimes the public can 'and the MNLF would gain mentwhichishungup.C1early
computersand computerpro- standnomoreandputupquite credibility as preachers of a most falal error, National
gramsrefertopoliticaladmini- a bit of resistance to the ex- more effective low level recoverythroughfOrmalting is
strationswhichareeverprom- plcitativeauthorities.The lat- [ormauingstrategies. always a painfulprocess and,
ising, particularlywhen such terarethenforcedtoconsider Less radical therapies are in the case ofa hung up sys
administrationsaregiftedwith itsoptionsregardingwhatever suggested by those who are tern, only an energized citi
imaginative speech-writers? mighthave triggeredthis pub- terrified by revolutionary zenry can take the lead. We ,
They are word processing lie rebellion, They might try change.Theysay thereis time must then cold boot.

THURSDAY, AUGUST~4. 1989



W~~~~p~::~~~~: Cory magic as oft~en~ou;~~ thing which

~,f%:~n;;r~:t:atc:~~ political alchemy might be anticipated is the
be eilher a national political smaller proportions of poor
assetor a nationalcurse. people who would remain

lea~~r~~~gg~~~'i~ d~~S~~~ Survey shows 'national ~g~~rt~~eao~I~~e~i~~:tl~
~~~J~l~on~~?~~~~~~~ve~~ satisfaction margins' for io';:ti:1 s~~~~:;}e:::isifm~~
leader vacillates, however, a Mrs. Aquino have gone down loyalof constituencies. (Even
wholenationkeepswaitingfor ~~~d:ah~~ ~~Ii~~~Ii~~
~o~iti~ 1:~ti~~V~O:h~~~ SocialScienceCouncil's sur-
comeat all. In lhe meantime, stration,Thus,thefirstsignifi- veyofSeptember1985,some-:
the crisis exacerbatesand the cant drop in lhe performance howmanagedtomaintainlhe
entire nation suffers im- rating of the President was loyaltyoflhe poorestpeople.)
mensely. reflectedin!heSWSsurveyof The President appears to

No Filipinopoliticalleader October1987.(Her marginof understand and accept the
hashadasmuchwindfallcapi- satisfaction, the difference trends outlined by reputable
tal in terms of extensiveand between the proportion of surveysofpublicopinion.This
reliablepublicsupportasPresi- people who are satisfiedand may be the reason whylately
dent Aquino. From Marcos' lhosewhoarenotsatisfiedwilh she has assumeda moretake-

~l~~ 1~~b7~~el:~taUfro~ ~~rPo%~.~~~~~~~I~: ~~~~~I~[~~~:fsife~
the Social Weather Stations moved to announce in late ness in her mode of govern-
(SWS)chartlheunprecedented October,1987lhatbetweenher ment, Her summary pro-.
public support for Cory Aq- and lhe public, "The honey- !FelipeB. Mlll'andia nounc.ements on the ad.min.i-I
uino. moonis over." strationofjustice,publicsafety

Iiti~~r~~~~~ri~,:~~~: eve~,y t~~b~~de~8~~~0;: Chasing :ee~~n~~::~~e~
strated as initially largely in boundedto"honeymoon"lev- the Wind lhoseshemadeonlhesubject
the Greater ManilaArea, ex- eIs in public estimation, Her ofgarbagecollection,polholes
panding to the rest of Luzon decisive statements in Octo- in lhestreetsof Manila,asweUI
(includingthe llocano areas) ber 1987on howgovernment • as Meralcoand PLDT public I
by October 1986, and, by wouldbe spurredto actionby mar~ins for PresidentAquino serviceslastOctober1987. :

~~rcti~~~~~n~~~g;:~~g ~:m:::~u~td~~~ ~~~m ~~bned [988· ~Opoi~ts!n ~fs~tegYCOUldworkfor I
BetweenMarch and Octo- appearto haverued thepublic S:p~~er 198~and :F7~~n~ :u~ I~ ~~::~c1: ::~ I

ber 1987,signs of publicdis- imagination. by February1989. (In Metro publicwithall theseimagesof I

~~~~~io~e~~7::~nr~yv:~~~ Wh~:~cese~:~~:pec~~~i:' ~~~~l:'b~h~e~::1~~9sa~~ ~~:f~;~n~~~r~~i~tn~bl~1
~~b~~~~~~;:~~~~eerd:;:~ ~~~:i~\~~~~~~~; ~:~~~yj~;in~·~~~~ ~~ea~~: &~~:b~~~~:~ I

~~fi~:~h~~~~1~1~8~ ~~~~~S~~~~~iC:~~ns~~ ~~~~~8~~;n~~ i~r~src;~n ~ ~~~d~th~t~~P;'~y~ I
overestimated the extent of strikesjoined in by thousands publicesteemforlhePresident get government to attend to
publicdissatisfactionwilhthe of private sector as well as has not been arrested,either their needs is through con
administration and found governmentworkers.Factory nationwide or in Metro Ma- eerted, mass action. There is
themselves decisivelyisolated and farm workers, jeepney nila. no guaranteethat this popular
bycivilianaswellasconstitu- drivers,students,aswellaslhat Should public satisfaction mind set will uncompromis
tionalist military couruerac- most forbearinggroupof pri- wilhpresidentialperformance ingly limit itself to peaceful
tion. vate and public school teach- continuetodeclineatlhepres- attempts at effecting'social

eno~~~~~t~i~~u~:~s~1~~: f~::~~:~inlheseorgan- ~9~9te~~If'~~~~y~e;r:e~i Cha~~~) magic, as political
a1izedforagoverninentthreat- There appears to be much Aquino with single-digit or necromancers might try to
ened by military rebels. the disillusionment withpresiden- evennegativemarginsof sat- sustamIt throughillusorygov
nation-widereelinga couple tial performancein the midst isfacuon,EarliersurveysWill crnment, ISbetter left alone I

ormo.nlhs.later reflectedpopu- of~ese issues.S?CialWealher probablyindlca.te a ~irmi~,g up The Presidentand her people
lar dissatisfaction With per- Stationssurveysinthelasttwo ~f Metro Ma~lla dissatisfac- hatlbetter try somelhingelse.

. ccivcdlow levelsof perform- years reflect this negativeas- uon and as fairly rapidcom- Like landinga truly big fish
ance by the Aquinoadrnini- sessmcnt.Nationalsatisfaction mumcauonto the other areas and publiclyevisceratingit.
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Competently reporting lreadill1lgs
of the public pulse

A session with journalists
to inform them of some
of the most basic ideas
in statistical probablltty,
sampling and fteld work
is suggested here

Chasing
the Wind'



L~~L01p;~n~:~;e~e~~ The American,miDfitary ~~~~~~n~~(1lro~~~~
by government officials and 1987 to February 1989, SQ

?~::i~~U~~:ri~PI~?R~ bases: Vox popuU ~=~er:~5r;~e~~~
facilities in the Philippines. percent')

;Pe'~t~~~~~~' ~~d~:'-~~~ ~~e~~e~~,;;~n:w~re~r~ neg~ti::f;~rrear=i~ S~
tors,congressmen,mayorsand respondentsoumumberediheir responses.(In February1989,
journalists have aired their ruralcounterpans,withMetro MetroManilaat91pcrcenthad
positions (and non-positions) Manila respondentspredicta- thehighestproportionofaware
on what is popularly referred bly showing the highest pro- respondents compared to 56
to as the American military portions(80 percentto 90 per- percentand 57 percent in low
bases issue. cent). Together with urban awareness areas like the

What about the general locality,socio economicclass Visayas and Mindanao.) In

~~~~n~:~t:th~ :~~ ~~~s~~w~~~li~~ ~~fl~: ~;se~~ ~~~':':~, Sae~~
cern?Ina countrypurportedly spondent awareness,with the Manilapostedonly37percent,

:'::~;;l~~~~:n~:~ Felipe e. Miranda ~iO~o';;:::;~~a1~~te~~~ ~~u~rSQ3:~:~~~~ .
opinionleadersmightconsider aware than the poorer and served 'in, ,Visayas and

~~:~erJ:~esi~p~;U~;~~ Chasing r~~eth~d::·years, the ~~=~~~:ure::~~
ing them. Otherwise, one the Wind anti-bases sentiments have ties to infonn the remaining
might suspect that a general been remarkably stable, with 30 percent of voting-ageFili-
disdainforpublicopinionpre- remove ,now and remove by pinos who are still not aware
vails and that, instead of a tensive, non-proprietary sur- 199\ averagingabout 22 per- of the bases. A higheraware
much trumpeted democratiz- vey data available on Ameri- cent Thestatusquo (SQ).pro- ness profile could facilitatea
in~ polity, there persists an can military bases, with five lbaseoption has been ru!,ning natjonaIdiStrtbutionofrespon
oligarchlcregime. of its national surveys since at around46 percent.whilethe dents which followed the

Legitimate public opinion March 1987 tracking related ~epends-on-bcnefits (DB) op- M~tro Manila pattern more
probes have.to be ,done WIth public sentiments. Using a non accounts for 27 percent .closely, with a .consequent
.RTe8t care, WIthall the.compe- sample of 1200 voting age on the average.. depreciationof the SQ option.

<tence and <:<>nsclt:"tto~ness respondents, implying an er- . Clearly, while the SQ ~- MetroManila-hasbeen dte
that academic soc~1 science ror marginof.plus or minus 3 um~t co~es near eXP!'e8stn~ main political trend-setterfor
demands. ~ther.wlse, they percent, SWS surveys in the anattonalsense(~k~ntngthls the rest of. the country. His
degenerate tnto. mcom.petent last two years asked whether to be at least a m~lJonty of reo torically, lag' times between
and often prostituted mstru- respondentswereawareof the spondents c~mg the op- whattakesplaceinthemetro
m~nts tn.th.eserviceof vested, existenceofAmericanmilitary tion), thequestionof thebases politan area and its adoption

. oligarchicinterests. bases here and whether they IS not a foregone conclusion bytherestof thecountrycould
N~ less crucial is the in:'- believedthe basesought to be even if a nationalreferendum be as much as two years and

perauve for surveysof public removed immediately re- were held today. The DB re- as short as six months. Per-

~g~~~;n':w~=r:.~~~ =~edbrnJ;i~ite~~;~~~ ~~=~~';~~O~~d':;f~ ~~y ~;~~~~~~~
largel~ I~norant ~Iu,!,nlsts ingonwhattheAmericansare thattheUnitedStateshasfailed technological advances in

:~~~~~r:~~n~~ ~~=i~~~~i:: ~~~~flO~~~~~ai~I:~a~~; ~~~~~~~ ~:n~c~;
understood. or non-existent because the Philippines ai- theuseof thebases.(Or should reducedto, say, three months.
surveyfindmgsdisgracedthe ready benefits enough from theybe leadintobelievingthat Amoreinlensiveanalysis
pages of some of th.ebe~r status quo arrangementswith the United States simply has of Metro Manila public opin
papers m Me~ Manila,This the UnitedStates. , not seriouslyconsideredwhat ion on the bases. with some

~~'::::a::I~ :~':~: tre ~~~a:~ ~~I~w~~~~~ ~~~~~.beA~:rk~~~m~i~~ ~~~~~~~::~~~tio:
per editors arc willing to as- a pro-bases option. The third makingcarelessremarksabout wisdom and superficial jour-

~:f~O:=by~=r~in~: ~:~d~o:~f1I&;B)~f: ~~~~~e~~~:~~~~: :~~~p.de~esa: ~~~
petent cqlummstsand report- erence,The last is basicallya anti-basessenurnentbuilders.) sharpens the chal~enge be
~rs..O.n~ can~ot be over~y ?P- statusquo (SQ)option. Americans have reason to' tween the protagOnists.of the
uml~tlc m this.regard.It is like Between March 1987 and be concerned about Filipino debateon thebases,delineates
~hasmg J!1e wind, as the sage February1989(thelatestSWS public opinion'on the bases. theprobablesotttergetsof'pro
tn Ecclesiastessays. nationalsurvey),about7 in 10 Thereisa goodprobabilitythat andanti-basescampaigns,and
. The Social Weather Sta- respondents affirmed aware- the 46 percent pro-bases, SQ . will be the subjeclof my next

nons (SWS)has the most ex- nessof themilitarybasesused bloc of public opinion could article.
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C~~V;a~T~~~~~i~i:d American miUitary bases:
~ite~~t~~~a~:i~~~~~ The view from Met'ro Manila
Philippines.Politically,Metro
'Manilansare supposed to be ,.--- --,

~~~:~~i~~n:~~~~~~~f While there is at present a
the countryanytimebetween plurality of people for retaining
~~n~~s~hS to two years to the bases (38 percent in Metro
notc:~~~p~~~~I;::?abl~~~ Manila-as of July 198.9 and 43
~~~r~~~[hi~oili~t~;n~~;~: percent nationwide as of
~~~~~~0:2u~mp~~~::n~~n~ February 1989),this plurality
ideas, for instance, is under- is an eroded and probably
~~;::[g~~~:~a~{;;,~,f:; Felipe B. Miranda still eroding plurality.
~~ ~~~:t~r:-i~~:~~;~~. Chasing
lated strategies and tactics.) the Wind .percent in February 1989) toanotberconcemlngjhebases'
Still, it is not so muchon Ihis amongthe SQ groupor those issue, theopinion'changesre-

~~~t~~~~~4n;~:ln~~0~ dents;thepro-bases,stalUSqUof~t~~~~~:i~~a~bd::~:~ ~;~~~~rs:~w~~~
Itsapparentinebilityto appre- (SQ)groupforaround46 per- not showas sharpa reduction ments.Those who are for J'Co:
ciatethemuchacceleratedrate cent; and those who would in SQ proportions, from 48 movingthe bases in 1991ap-

~~v~~~;~~~t,~~~~~~;:: ~~~~:~~~~3red~;;~~~g~ =~~ l~F=~;~9~ 43 , ~toD~~~ISQ(~~tf~:i
focalpointin thePhilippines. the benefits the Americans Neither the anti-basesnor insurveydatafroniMarchl988

Followingthislineoflhink- wouldofferforuseotthebases the pro-basesgroupis able to toAugust1988),buttheirclear
ing, one mightanticipatethat (DB),about27 percent. muster a majoritysentiment, est andmostrecentmovement
political developments in The comparable statistics unless either.is supportedby (from February 1989 to July
MetroManilaand the rest of for MetroManilaare 24 per- the morepragmatic,depends- 1989) is towardsremove the
Lhecountrywouldtendtodif- cent for the anti-basesgroup, on-benefitor DBgroup. basesnow,aclearhardeningof
fermoreintermsofdcgreeand 28 percent for the DB group, The criticalityof this DB their anti-basesposition,

fi~~tf~~~:~~c~P~~~~f\~ ~~~~~~f~elh~~~~E~ ~~ufa;: ~U:~~~~:~~h DBO:n:eSQth~::::tsSO~
recognizably thesameallover nilaopiniondistributionisnot 1987and February1987.(andchallge into removeby 1991,
thecountry,wilhtemporaryand distinguishablefrom thatofthe uptoJuly1989,relyingon the asreflcctedbyopinionchanges
nottoolargedifferencesacross nation.Acloseanalysisof the dataof the yetofficiallyunre- from October 1987 to Mai'ch
areasin tbe proportionsof re- two-yearsurvey data reveals leasedSocialWeatherStations 1988.Furthermore,amongthl>
spondentssubscribingto any otherwise. surveyof July 1989),themar- SQrespondents inJulyofl989.

spec~~ si~;!o~~~:~e'alreadY me~~~ ~r~~~f::~le~:~:~~ ~~~o~d'~~~~~~ ~ta~~6:o~r:~~t~f:
happeninginthecaseofpublic buildupofiheanti-bascsgroup. anti-basesare almost always cent mightbeconsideredvul
opinionon Americanmilitary Forthosedemandinganimme- lessthaniheproporuonof DB nerabletoswltchingtoremove
basesin thecountry. diateremovalof Ihebases,the respondents,(Theonlyexcep- by 1991or DB; these 12 per-

flec~e~~ ~~:::I ~f~~/~ f~~~~~~8?e~~2:erc:~~r~ ~~lt87.\~h:~,Js~~~~ ~~~~~~::~u~~f::::
publicopinionas presentedin February1989;for thosewho isthatstatusquooriented.pro-. thePhilippinesafter 1991,but
thisauthor'simmediately-pre- would remove the bases by bases interest groups cannot foraperiodlessthanfiveyears,
cedingarticleontheAmerican 1991,the increaseis from 16 safelypresumetharanyrefer- Should much controversyat
militarybases.Asindicatedby percentin March 1987 to 20 endum on the bases will be tend the.discussionof Philip
averagevaluesbased on data percent two years later. (Na- decidedintheirfavorbyMetro pinebenefitsfromthebases,or
fromfiveSocialWeatherSta- tionally,no significantchange Manilans,or by Filipinos in shouldtherebe more insensi
tions' surveysin the last two is reflectedfor this combina- general should ihe Metro tive foreign officials making

1~~)~~:ti~~i~~i~~~~~~ ~~":fc~~~~~;rg~~~~~a7itn ~:C~: f::/(;:ti:tntP):,~~ ~m~i::~ri:e~~th=ic~f~~d
bases is split three ways.The 1991evenshowinga marginal withina relativeiyshort time respondentsjust might make
anti-basesgroup(composedof decreasefrom19percentto16 from now. the switchto otheroptionson
those,who wouldremovethe percent.) Yet anolher consideration the bases.And, finally,as re
basesnowor.auhelatest,1991) Themoreremarkablething can upsetthecomplacentpro- gardstheverycriticalDB,this
accounts on the average for islhesignificanlerosion(from basesparty.Whenopinionsdo sentiment has so far shown
aboul22percentof all respon- 52pcrcentinMarch1987l037 get to changefromone option itselfcapableonlyofchanging
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intoananti-bases,notapro-,
bases,stance. I

Some implicationscan be'
drawnfromthisanalysis.First,

;::;if; ~t~~~r~~':;£~g
thebascs (38percentinMetro
Manilaasof July 1989and43
percentnalionwideas of Feb
ruaryl989),thispluraIityisan
erodedandprobablystillerod
ingplurality.Second,specifi
caIlyinMctroManila,thecrili
caIltyoftheDBgroupheight
ens asa combinationof hard
eningemongtheantl-basesand ]

~~:g;~n~~~ro-=~ I
Third.theDB~criticality must
be interpretedaspoliticalcapi
tal for the Philippinegovern
ment since it prevents inter
ested foreign parties from
makingsimplisticassumptions
abouthowthebasesissuemust
resolve in their favor.(At the
veryleast,thecruciaIDBsen
timentcomplicatestheforeign
calculusandindllCcs interested
foreigngovemmentsjore-think
what mightbe cavalierlyper
ceivedas"crazy"demandsby
Filipinosforanimprovedpack
age of benefits.)Fourth, be
cause there is a great deal of
similarityin the generaIpro
files of public opinion na
tionwideimdinMelroManila.
thereisagoodchancethatsome
ofthemorecriticalfeatucesof
theMetroManilaprofilecould
beintegratedand.withinafairly
shonperiodoftime,rellected
nationally.Fifth,inSeptember
of 1989, there is no way one
can~dogmatic abouthowthe
issueof thebaseswillfareina
Melro Manila or nationwide
referendum.

Whatwe have in the bases
issueisafreezone,withthose
who intelligently maximize,
their opponunitieseventuallyI
gaininggroundoverthosewho
don't. No miraclescar.be ex
pectedinresolvingthebases
lssueandneltherirresponsible
journalists nor opportunistic
politicalleaderswiIlprovidea
lastinganswcrtothiSnationail
concern. Only a better in
Iormed.intelligently-organized
~~. passionately-led people!

SEPTEMBER 7.J~



The moral grounds of politics

Realistically there are two ways to make our public
officials sensitive to considerations of the public interest. Either
they are compelled by a well-informed, outraged and intelligently
organized citizenry or they are compelled by a patriotic and
politically powerful leadership

R~~~~T on~ap~~~~~~ ~~~~~;U~~~~~e~U}~~ =~S~~ili~~~~S:~~ I

whethermoralityhasanyrele- officewhilebeinginvestigated thatpowerfulpoliticalgroups
vance at all to the actions of by theirpeersorsuperiors.Six arekeptfrompreyingontbeir
~~~fJb;~~~~~'i}n~n3i~ out of ten respondentseven peopleandplunderingthe na-

wereprimarilyunderstoodin ~eaw~:~:~~C~f~~~~~ ~~ntu:~:~i~~~w~ I
termsofoperationalmores,i.e. thantheCPP-NPArebels.One managers,the leadershipral-
prevailingnotionsof what is suspects from this cluster of lies citizensupportby show-I
rightorproperactiongivenany attitu~s that MetroManilans ingitselftobeSingularly com-
particular situation, then the nowIdentifygraftandcorrup- mittedto theprincipleof pub-
presentmoralityof manypub- tion in governmentwith hei- lic accountability of public
lic officialsmightbe summed I nouscrimesandwouldendorse officials. ,.:

~~e:ug~:~":f~~~~ Felipe B. M I3nda ~~bl~:J,Fi~~:=~ forcui- not=b~~~i~Itis~:!
awaywith. Chasing Realistically there appears cally have activated more

A lawmakerno less is im- I the Wind tobeat leasttwowaystomake forcefuldynamicsforground-
plicatedin a gross law-break- our public officials sensitive ing the actionsof its political
ing activity and his peers in toconsiderations of thepublic leaderson moreclearlymoral,
the House ethics committee interest.Either theyare com- publicinterestgrounds.Then
define the situationalcontext pelled by a well-informed, convulsivepoliticalandsocial
as possiblyone of disorderly Othercivilianofficialsfrom 'outraged, .8!1d intelligently ~lheavals result and revolu-
conduct, punishable by a theexecutive,thejudiciaryas organizedcitizenry.or iheyare uo~arychangessuchastho,~

~~u~I~~~ :~':s~r~li~fI wellas the Senatehavefound compelledby a patnouc ~d w7hS9h E-0Ve!l.O!Jk. France, In

honorable men and women. :~~~~I~:~~~~~~~o~~ ~l~~~:;::::~~~:~~~ ~4~49ji~ ~i~~J~"r:
~~n~fc~~~:~~gaac~:r~~ ~~~~~~:a~:h~~h~~I~~: l:t~::~~~~n:~oa:~~~~ selvestoan too ~r:r~~~~~
:~:~~~%~~~~~: :~~ ~~~ ~~~~W~~~so~ ~ss~V~l:~~~~;i~=~ ~~~?:J'~;I inco,l-
~~::~~~~di~~s~~~~~ probablybecausehis peersor andgeneral educationhas to '::IUbl~~ 0 revolutions,Its

Among his peers, however, }~~~~s~:ri?::a~y~r~c1t ~i~~~~u~~~~~~: Fti~~~~=~~
~r:~~su~~~~e~ cateddisciplinarymeasures. i~tovaluesofdem.ocratic poli- ~ic~ou~YSv~?~slts :::~stJ:~
moreseveresanctionsagainst On this Issueof pubhcac- ~~~t:~~ ~ig~~lf~=n:n unbecoming of Political au-

~~e~~t "unbecoming"a law·~~~~~~~Z:ap~r::~;: ~~tn~~~~~=i~t~: thO~:~osts of revolutio~ary
By the time this lP'ticle.is the advantageof standing.on mal, must be synergistically upheavalsareextremelyhigh,

published,theHousecommit- highermoralgroundsrelative linkedtofocusoncitizenobli- both ~n terms of human an~
teeshallhavefinishedlooking to its counterparts. In the last gaticnsand rights in a fune-, material.~urces ex~~d!
into thiscase, ina sessionthat three years, public trust in tional democraticregime. A tures.Still,-m.1989,!1S Fllipl
will bar the public from at- governmentagenciesandm?st great deal of this education nos~ssth~!"q~ttyo~hfe
tending and where posterity public officials has deterio- must concern itself with the andtheirp?I,IUcaI msutunons,
will be dumbfou~ded regard- rated significantly. A cynical dynamicsof politicalorgani- only~~ m ten.areconfident
ing what transpired. Unless publicactuallyviewsthepres- zation,ascitizensset thepara-. that FilipinosWillnevergive
thereis a latechangeof heart, entadministration asprobably meters within which public !1Pon peacefulchan~~. Seven
no resords of the committee no better than the Marcos officialsmustlargelyandcon- 10 tenma.mtain a politicalcal-

~~~=ii~g~~~~kjg~~ f:~i=O~~ t~r:r:u~~~~~ scientiouslyope~te.. ' ~u;,:s~:~~Ii~oe~;~tF~;~~:
of the House.In suchcircum- Furthermore, thepublicmood . Thesecondop~,?n IS n:flec- !RIghtgo.beyond the charm;
stances,the unbecoming con- is beginningto tum ugly.In a uve of more.critical ~mes, !ngexpenencethatwasEDSA
ductmightnotbe thatof Hon- SocialWeatherStations' sur- when the mll!ncons~lnt.as In 1986.For these.seven,the
orablcNicanordeGuzmanJr., veylastJuly1989,mostMetro ~e~ards e~fecuvepubhc policy sU1?reJ!le Ia,:",! th~ highest.mo
but of those who would not Manila respondents said that ISIl~elf ume..Even as ~mo- rality 111pol!ucs,1S undemably
suffer public scrutiny on a govemnientofficialslinkedto crauc educauon IS acu~~ted saluspopull,thewelfareofthe:
matterof vitalpublicinterest. graftandcorruptionareindeed and sustained, the political people.
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Critic.al .mass in PhiDippine pO~,itics

Politically aware cltlzens do not constitute a politically
critical mass until they learn to undertake organlzettonal
work and press their potltlcal claims as an organized group

P~~~~~~~Sc:dl~ti; ~~P~i~~3=:r:il~~ ~~~~y~~~~;;:t;f.rJ:~
~~~o~eci~~~~~fl~~s~:: ,~~~nn:~::Ji~~c==r. ~:~~~t~v=~~~
forinstance,Physicistsnoronly tions of the political system, criticalmass the)'areworking
scientifically understand the are foisted on our youth and' with.A superficialfamiliarity

fg:~f~'~:;r i~l~nf:~ ~~~; ~)e:~~::o~~~~:: ~:~~I:km;t:n:m~
hand,politiciansandtoamuch agement by iIIuslonJ _. . tal demands in a democratic
lesserexlentpolilicalscientists Beyondawarenesslies or- regimewouldincllnepolitical'

~~~s~in~;~v~t::~h~~ =~~~iti~~~~O ~g:i~~:J- ~e::;,~~=C:ez-
~o;~~:~~~w~~~~tand thai Felipe B. Miranda ~~la~~~= ~ri~:e= ~~c::=:c~~
for certain typesof physical Ch. organizationalworkandpress litical leadership Wouldhelp

=~~~~~~'beta:i~su~~ thea:rn~ =~~ti:'o':'~llS~': ~~~~r=:s~~
taining,therehastobeenougl) politicaleducationof ourciti- energiesitrepresentstowards
(critical)mass materiallyca- zenrymllSlaIsosystematiCj1lly equitable national develop.
pableofandacluallynecessary develop organizationalskills, mentHowevez,wheredemoc-

~~nt~~=i~{r:~~~~~~: :tio~~~I:::ti~"J' ~J:; f~m~efu=I=:?,o?: =ht=a::c:i~ a:: ~~
mg,physicistsarecomfortable featurescitedin sometheories organizationand theelection sessed with self.~n
with the fact itself of critical ofdemocracymightbetempo- of its officers, or the OJPera- at anycost, twopolitical81ter
mass,confidentin the knowl- rarilywaivedincertaincircum- tionalday to day management natives might be considered.
edge thai modemphysicsen- stances withoutdoing irrepa- ofagoingconcern,10themore Oneoptionis an outright;fas
dows them with the requisite rabledamageto a democracy, advancedfonnsliketheanicu- cist responseto abort the de
skillsforconlrollingtherateof However,ademocraticregime lationandaggregationof erst- velopmentofthiscritii:almass.
~~~~~~~~~ ~~:JrO:a~~~ mustat all timesoperationally while disparate, even appar. The otheralternativeis politi-

and nuclear bombs, between ::~~=f~:~~t~':~~r:~ ~~~~'eI~~~ ~:t;:ii~~~~=
energy for peace and energy functionalor workmgsystem PlU81ls. and the sewng ul?of you can foolall of the.people
forwar.istheconsummatefaith ofpublicaccountabilityforthe rallies,demon~trations.~!rikes allof~ti~, Martos dexter-

~~r~~iC~;'r~u~:gi~~~ regimeauthorities. ~ and~~pubhc.cam~,:"s. ,~::I ~~~~J;etJ:~

~::;:O~~s~:fst~~~e~~ the~~:~~i%:~g~~~= po~::~~:~~~: COUlcillOt=keep.th~criti-
The political dynamics of bein~ served depends not so create ~mstituUo~. arrange- ~il~The~=n~

democraticregimes is highly ~n'::~ ~~ ~~v=::n~~~ Nfi:~ dt':~~i~d: ~uatio!,'appears'to bekee=
~:e~~~~f~~~~=of~c:fti: functionaleducationof a citi- ers. However,thepublic ac- ~=°.:f~~:=Cri:
cal massand, on~ ~evel?ped ~~~~?c~e ~~~f~~~~, :~n~:ss~: ~~~tW~~ cal mass.' -

~a~;~~':~t~~~lli~~~~~~ ~~ar;:s~~th~~C~~~~: ~~::~~=;~:;::c~~ gO~=to~~:fy~~~
politicallyspcakm~. we must izedinterestgroupswhich con- not Theboltomlinewtllbeno the increase, When critical

~~~~~1~~~~~~~~~~ ~~I~i:lrn~~O~~~~~~~t ~~=~~:g>~=: ~:~,fi~l~c~~fe:;liti~~
leaderswhomtelh~entlycom- dentally.a significantreform but thewillingnessof theciti- institutions like the present
prehendthe essentialfeatures whichtheDepartmentof Edu- zenrytotakeeventothestreets Houseof Representatives will
of a dcmocrac~ ,andwho Will calion, Culture and Sports and resolvematterswiththeir be markedly appreciated as
em,pl,or all politicalresou~es couldsummarilyundertakeis owncollec~ve,har,tds precisely having ~~Ierated this truly
10 mlUale, as w~ll as sustaina 10 bar lawyersfrom teaching when the insutuuonsand the democratizingprocess, After
democraticregime, introductorycourses in poll- authoritiesconsistentlyrefuse all, like the poor devil in

Democracieshave two es- ticsorgovernmentOnlycom- to servethe publicgoodorin- Goethe's Faust, many con
scntial features.others being petent political scientistsand dubitably betray their public gressmencou!d point out, ,"r
desirablebutneverthelesssec- respectablepoliticiansmuslbe trust, amhewhowhileeverconspir
ondarycharacteristics, Therule tasked with introducing our Clearly,thiskindof politi- ing 10 do evil somehowman
oflhemajorily.lhepresenceof youngpeople10 thedynamics callv critical mass could be age to do good,"
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The sense of the Senate and public sense
The more difficult challenge to the leaders is to help influence
its constituency in the"formation of intelligent public opinion
and to lead it especially on matters where relevant information
and its capable analysis may not be presumed yet as being
public domain

Y ESTERDAY I attended
a joint session of the

SenatecommitteesonForeign
Relations and National De
fense and Security, chaired
respectivelyby SenatorsLeti
cia Shaliani and Emesto
Maceda. The matter under
considerationwas the senseof
the Senateasexpressedin two
resolutions,P.S.Res. No. 601
("Expressingthe Sense of the
Senate that the Phase Out of
thePresenceof MilitaryBases,
Troops and Facilities That
Began in 1935 [sic] Ends in
1991")and P.S. Res. No. 602
("Expressingthe Sense of the
Senate in Favor of the Termi
naLionoftheUS-RPMiIitary
Bases Agreement in Septem
berl991andUrgingthePresi
dentof thePhilippinestoServe
Noticeof SuchTerminationon
the United States at the Earli
est PossibleTime, Precluding
Any Extension, in Order to
GiveBoth Countriesas Much
timeas Possibleto Preparefor
theEnd of SuchAgreementin
1991").

Given my background in
social surveywork,1 thought
the best contribution I could
makewastosituatethesense
of the Senate, as embodied in
thetworesolutions,withinthe
larger sense of the public, as

~:~~rt~~tl:e~~~~~~~~
the last two years.

I pointedout that the sense
of the Senateruns well ahead
of the public mood. After all,
even as there is decreasing
publicsupponformaintaining
the American military facili
ties here as well as a firming
up of oppositionto their con
tinued stay. u pluraluy of the
public still prefers that these
facilitiesremainedin thePhil
ippines.

Furthermore. I noted the
criticalityora large segment

rent senseofl:he Senatemight beimmediatelyadverselyaf
!OOn ~ pe~C~IVed as .noton!y fected should the final policy
10 vanancewith butdirectly10 be one of tenniqating Ameri
oppositionto thepubhc sense. can useof thesebasesby 1991
Is therenot danger in express- or anytimeshortIyafter.

:~~;~n~e~~~~=:~~ sen~~~~~s:f::i:ea::d
have fully.resolved itself yet. by these other.exercises,Sen-

~~pl;;~':o~~~~~~ormed. ~~I~j~~~:~ :?n:O~ !
In a functionaldemocracy. the public interest. The cur

theans",:,~rprobablyw~ul~be rent activities of the Senate,

~ellpe B. Miranda ~~~~~~al~~~:.s~~ I~~ ~Ug~:~~~~m~~~~!:ai

Chasing ~~:n~~~~ t~f~~~!~li~~; ~~~~ ~~~~is"~~~f~
the Wind ~f~~I~:~ i::~~~ ~~ ~:~:~ to a seriousnati.onal

1......- ---' moredl~ficultcha!lengetot!te There appears to be a
leade~s ISto ~Ip mfluence.lts clearlyactive politlcalteader

of thepublicwhowouldeither con~tltu~ncy 10 the.form~t!on ship in the Senate, unlike in
retain or reject these military of mtellIgent.public .0pmlOn other agenciesof government
facilities depending on what and to lead It especially on where inactivity, indecision
packageofbenefitstheAmeri- ma~ers whe!Crelevant infer- and ambiguityseem to be the
cans are willing to offer for mauon and Its capable analy- preferred [eadership modali-
their continued operations sis may not be presumed yet ties. '
here. as bein~ publicdom~n. .'. Activeleadershipis a risk.

Precisely because of these The 1S~~e.ofAmerican!,"ib- taking as well asrisk-manag-
public opinion characteristics tary fac~I.lt~es IS precisely ing process.The ultimaterisk
in the last two years, I coho where Filipinos could stand which the Senatl runs in ex.
eluded by saying that there is more and bette~ information. pressing its sease is that the
no firm foundation in some as well as a w.lderrange of public might finallyrepudiate
people's belief that a national analyses, to l'!1prove the iLlnademocracy,eventhis
plebiscite now would probi. chances.of reachinga'cI~ly repudiationcarriessomehonor
bly endorse the continuation so.~rly 1O!~rmed and nanon- with iL Public officials get to
of Americanmilitaryfacilities ahsuc decision, be identifiedwith specificand
in the Philippines. The dyna!1l1c~ of c~nt clear positions on matters of.

The senseof the Senate,as and prospective IOternauonal nationalinterest and the citi
expressedin thetwocitedreso- relationsa~d the J?Jeof over- zenrywhichopts·tochangeits
lutions, is clearly against the seas Amencan militarybases pubhcofficia1Sisatleastclear
continuationof thesefacilities have~becom~t~ntlydeline- as to thc reason forchenge,
beyond 1991. Assuming that ated If the p~bhc ISnot to be As for publicofficialswho
public opposition to these fa- stam.~ded .mt? a decision suffer the consequences of
cilitiesacceleratesandassumes unc~ucally.mdlcated by cold political clarity in this worst
majority status by 1991, the warnorsenuments.Cost-bene- scenariocase, there is still the
Senate sense at best currently fit analyses at the nationalas consolation that, in the long
anticipatesand probablyhelps well as local levels, for bath run, their" expressed sense
mold public opinion on this economicas wellasextra-eco- might tum out to be the really
issue. nomicdimensions,have to be more sensible and patriotic

A more interestingcase is shared with the public. Alter- sense. Afterall, on mattersof
one where public support for nativeusesor conversionpos- politics,as wellas faith. mor
the concerned facilities re- sibilitiesofthe prescnt mili- alsand science,noclaim must
boundedand.by tsst.clearly tary bases must be done in beseriouslypressedforpublic
ruledin favorof retainingthem consultation with the public, infallibility.Everyoneknows
here in the country. The cur- particularlythose who would betternowadays.
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,Ot-presidential ratings and Iblrokeil1 eggs
Anation which liberally treats its political history, even
encourages collective amnesia as regards the unspeakable
conditions of the past and the treasonous acts of its political
leaders. cannot come to grips with the present



TUESDAY,OCTOBER3, 1989, e'll

Feyi~g the flag at half mast
The issue of the flag flying at half mast is concerned
not with the physical, but the political, economic and
moral remains of Marcos rule

ve

~II~ I ~~IfI:"'hcn'lI1CY, ..rc not carvcdup ]
honorableman, a patrtot no ~A" ccmplkate.confuseand con- ible attemptsto gaugeihe na dcserve.'o.tocburicdwh,:rc[

Ch8laing



The national securit~ and the people
The administration must account for several areas of national
security which deteriorated much in the last three years. Public
safety has definitely eroded, whatever the military and police
authorities might say in their official reports

A ~~ri:S~~~~~~~f~~~ ~;1a~~i~1~~:o~~I~~ec~~~~ ~~~l~~~~li~~~~th~rit\~ I
Aquino administration. Con- the communists are con- might say in their official re-
sciousof itspeoplepowerori- cerned), and the civilian au- portson thecrimesituationin
gins, the administration ini- thorities' tendencyto obliter- the country.The modesteco-
tially heeded Machiavelli's ate the legitimateboundaries nomicgainswhichmighthave.

!~~~~~e~~~~~~~I~t~~i~~ ~~:~ a~~n~n~~ I~~a;n~ ~~ema~~ :':~f~1)~~I&:in~ \
peoplebuilds on foundations addedthat the civilians' feck- concentratedfar too much in
of sand." lessness was also reflected in sectorsthattraditionallyhave

The.Presidentproceededto the military'sunwillingness ~ been privileged rather than I
clear muchdemocraticspace, a~ly mon: than token dl~l- poor. Graft and corruption

:C~e::~~~c~~a:~;n~; Felipe B. Miranda ~~me:~~g~::~rsf~~~ ~~::ti:a~~I~~~:
~o~~m~~~~~~~~~:~ Ra:c~ Chasing nJt~e securityof the peoPle' ~~}~sl~:O~fd~br::n~~
~~~~a~flc;,~u~i::::m~; the Wind ~3:~u~~y r~a:ea~~ j.~~ ~r~t~~~g~':2>:~~~~
wastherectificationof parties authorizedmilitaryexercises," largel~ be ~e same.and that
whichhadgrosslywrongedthe in theformofcoupsaswellas , what IS gomg"on IS better
nation. Reconciliationbeing New Armed Forces of the the morebanalcrimesof rob- understoodas a democrauza
set within the greater frame- People.Withintheyear,how- beries, hold-ups, gambling, tio~".~fopportunitiesforthe~
workof justice, restitutionby ever, General Ramos would and often deadly disorderly acuv~ues. T~ many pubhc
thesepartieswas also alluded noticeablydrop the "new" as conduct by men in uniform. offi~lllls I bn~fed on survey
to by someauthorities. wellas the"people" in hisal- More vitally, the same secu- findingsregardingg~vernment

The Marcos cronies, the lusionsto the AFP. rity of the people has been graft and ~rrup~o.n. made
problematic sectorswithin the The concept of a people- imperilled by the ease with much.of this possibility and

c~~~~~e~l:er~h~ ~~~~~r~gt ~:I~~fa~hes;::~Z ~~~ ~~y~~; rng~~~~~ ~:~p~~~~)olauon to the
forgea newnation,one based .neither in the military nor in POSltJO~S In clvll~an .govern- These dimensions of na-

~~to~,~I:~~=:e~~~: ~:n~~v~~~~~~°fo~~~e:;:~ ::;til~e,~~:fll~~;iu%~ ~~j~b~~:rr:o~~Ii~e~~::
~~~~~to~~~6n.s~~~ ~i ;~~~~=-~~u~~~de~ f~~~~~~Tse~~~~~~il;~:r; ~~~i~:fd ..;~v:~~e~~r:~
~~~~I~t~e~;~~~t?~e~:~o: ~si~::o;~ ~~nt~~e~~~ ~~~~~~~~n::::¢~~~~es 'Jc ~~~fni~'ti~~~:J~' f:~~~ i

~~:' ..~~6h:~~~ ~~~n~ ~~~ :~,~~~f:ne~f~yz: ~~Jt~~~~~~~~~\~ o~~~r; ~i~:~~~ ~~~~1~~~r!~~ I
securityto mean the security On theotherhand,thecivilian powerful polltical 1?atron~. dressed bytheAquinoadmini- ~

~:c~~t~r~:~~ ~~~~~ ~~ ~~~=e~:i~~i~~~~~it~~ ~:~~u~~=f~~f:~fc~~~~ =~~~~~~¢~I~~~f~~
{~~: ~~eh~u;~~e~~~/~~: ~: ~::~~~~~~itoMo~: ~,;~!6:~:a~~h~e~~~~ fi~~~%~~~f~~;~c:~~t
~~~~~af."dasth~:C~~~~iO~I~ ~~~~t~e~~~~~l~tj~~~~ ~~~~~t;;~~~:fuf~:~~ ~f~~~: ~~~~~~~a~~:~
practisedin the past regime." laborators. plundered the nation with inMalacattang believeit to be.

Overwhelmed bytheEDSA It maythusbe said thatthe Marcos. The problem is one of sub-
zeitgeist,the generalpledged popularcoreof nationalsecu- The administration must stantive achievementsbefore
themilitaryto thisnewdemo- rity eroded due to two con- account for several areas of it is legitimately a problemof
cratic cause. For a start, he trastingorientations: themili- nationalsecuritywhich dete- public relations. Lasting re
beganreferringto the military tary's propensity to draw rioratedmuchin the last three gimesbuildon firmerfounda
as the New AFP,even as the thingsstrictlyin termsofblack years. Publicsafety has defi- nons thanPRjobs.
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A woman for all seasons
Competitiveness, survival and doing well, or mediocrity,
bankruptcy and extinction - these are truly stark choices
which people like Lilia Clemente have come to welcome
as part of their daily lives...

a panoramawhichsheprojects
toremainessentiallyasgener
ous or as stingy to nations in

~~Ji:O~n~o~ :~;I~'e?~= I
eientlyuseorsquandertheir
resources and opportunities,.
Lilia's audiencecouldnothelp
thinking of our own, appar
ently intractablecrises.Some
one artieulateQ whatmanyhad
wished to ask: "If you were
President of the Philippines,
whatmeasureswouldyoutake
evennow to maximizePhilip
pine gains fromthe rest of the
worldinthel990s?"

In lieuof anerve-shattering
imeldific encounter, Lilia's
audience had the rare expcri
eneeofbeing with a woman
whoappearedtobesensitiveto
the twists and tumsofevery
major global development in
the last three decades. some
onefullyconfideminherabili
tiestochartherpersonalfuture
as well as that of her highly
regarded New York-based
investmentcompany, and fi
nally,a womanwitha compas
sionateandactivistconcernfor
the less fonunate,les miser
abies,whereverthey mightbe
found;

Chasing
the Wind

Felipe B. Miranda

T ~~pr~~a~?;~W~~~
men too) who make one feel
theennoblingresponsibilityof
being human. Whoever they
might be, Socrates's Aspasia,
Dante's Beatrice, or Mother
Teresa.theyall mustbeseenas
committedto the full growth
and development of every
humanbeing.Noone is a bon-

. sai artist, the supremeegotist
who willfullydwarfs his sub
ject,drivenby thecompulsion
10 stunt all forms of natural
development,

Last Friday, the National
Commission on the Role of
Filipino Women presented a Herewasa wo.nan,a Filip- Liliaoutlinedthemeasures,
pemc.Fittpina.LiliaClernente, ina no less, succeeding emi- evenasshehumorouslyfended
an internationally acclaimed nentlyinahighlycompetitive, off the questioner's politieal
investrnentmanager.todiscuss mostlymale-dominatedworld conditionality.Shemighthave
'The GlobalView:Investment now. of high finance where every- taken all of three minutes 10
Issues for the 1990's." She Butshealsoconcernedher- one understands' no special reply10 theverypopularques
charted the course of global sclfwithchanginggenderroles, favors are truly asked nor al- tion.Notoncedidshealludeto
economicand politicaldevel- thegrowingdemandfor"free- truisticallygiven, whereinde- the sincerityof-a leaderin her
opmcnts, from the "Go-Go dom[rom mindlcsswork.rnore cisiveness IScl~ly fatal.and answer.Consequently,shedid
1960s," to the "Problematic leisure and new type[s] of whereeven decisivenessISno not have to spice it with shib-

l~~~~:~~e ;~':;;. ~usltc:~ ~O~~~:~~~~I~~dp~;st~~~~ f~~~:c~f~U~~~~~lnlrn~ rul;~y:,U:i~~lp:~~
ahead to the trends and chal- imperativeto dreamwith om- beyond.C0n:tpeuuveness, sw:- From the prolongedapplause
lcngcsof the 1990s. crsforitisshareddreamswhich vivaland domgwell,or m~dl-. which ended her presentation

standal;\0odchanccofbecom- ocrity.bankruptcyandextinc- and the 'subsequentopen fo-
She talked of capital asset ingreality,She talkedparticu- tlOn. - th~e are truly s~k rum,Idon'tthinkanyoneinthe

pricingand dividenddiscount larlyofdreamingwiththevast choiceswhichpeoplelikel.ilia audienceseriouslymissedthe

~a~~~~~ t:S~~ti:.r :c~~:r~s~~~ ~~~~r~r';~~e~t~~~~~~~~~ ~~= ~~:~~~:it~ ~:~~~ec~J::~ staplesofMaiaeaftangoratory.

allocation. derivative securi- man beings who live lives of :~~fy f:~~~di~i ~;~r~~= As we trooped out of the

~~:~gu~a~r~~~f~g~~~::~,:: ~~:~~~vne~~~t~~~~~~:~af~~ ~fti~~Y.~~:Il:~~st~;~a~~ ~~;n;~~ :':ltit~\Sre~

~Ji~i;i~~~~~~i~~;rJ~i~:;~ the;::lv:~s:::::ira~~il~::: ~~~~~fe ~;:~~~e~~ crises, in ~~!~:~~:~~!!u~;~~
sketches of Johnsonian great myriadthingsandthe remark- No, the audience was not particularly indicated for the
societyprograms,Nixonomics, able thing was that no one in remindedof Imeldaat all dur- hereand thenow,in thiscoun
theMideastWars,Reaganom- the audience remembered ingLilia'sfairlylong,supcrbly try wheretherecentautumnof

~~~ ~~~~~~~~~,.~~~~I~~~e?~ ~~~~~nga;~~O~~roni;~::~a~~ ~~~rated and even inspiring ~tinct%~~~a~~~ ~~a~e~
perestroikaand glasnosr,the tory.cconomics.poliucs.psy- solitude,inagovernmentwhere
restructuring of the United chology.culture.slave-and-star However,given the global well-meaningmatriarchsrule
Stales. the imminentrise of a complexes and holes-in-the- panoramashe paintedof mul- andyetunknowingly forcetheir

~~~~~i~~~~LUO~;~~?~e~~~ t~e:'c:~~~~thermoremun- ~ftl~s~~atl~:~~~t~~e~~~~~ ~;;. people into bonsai cul-



The crisis of Filipino ambiguiity
Especially for the weak, ambiguity is the key to survival. The
poorest among our people are never ideologically identified
with a political cause, only with political personalities who
at the moment might be seen as relative success stories,
as patrons to be touched by one's litany of misfortunes

I~~~~::~~;~~~;l:rr:~ ~~u~~~d~~c:~e~~~;~ ~~~r:~~~~~e~~=~
might be going, "Oy, soon ka lion into the alleged "sexca- thing they claim might be en-
pupunta?"Theculturallyindi- pades" of some senators un- tertalnedundertbe 1986Free-
catedresponseisanambiguous fairly compromisedthe repu- domConstitution,but not the
"Diyanlang." In thisencoun- tation of three lawmakers; presentone.
ter, the social imperativeis to worse, the integrity of the The IistcouIdgo onandon.
acknowledgethe otherparty's chamber itself was compro- Beyond the primary agencies

~::~:~~::~p;~~~: ~~:.; ~~~.~~~~ c~~c~~i~~ ofgovernment,onecouldlook
general concern for his well- inability of a government into theambiguitiesof media.

~~ni~:~~~nisthr:ao':he~~~~ FellI" B. Miranda ~'~~C~:ni~~~~,~me~berS ;~~;~~~~1~~~
tinationand his usualresponse The Execuuve s flwr for itself.Everywherein thecoun-
~~_~~~~~~i.prObeiSapt1y Chasing am.bigui~.borders on the the- try, there appears to be much

licl~~;~::~~~~~~r~~~~ the Wind ,~~~~~~~::1~=:d :e~i:~ :~~ ~~~u~
one, the "safe," non-commit- c~puon arematchedby the of Philippinesociety.
ted response is preferred by quiet reSC?lve to gentlyrelease Heels and heroes, traitors
most people. As regards the thosewhichhad~n miraeu- and patriots, crooks and
character of a person or the strong. , .. lously n~ted. !l!"auo~al secu- lawmen,the bad and the good

~~~~~t~Fc~:n~~~~~r,~~; fun~~~v~~~r~N~'f: ~rv~::w~i~~rs= ;;~~~:e~~~~~~~~~
(:~i~ o~::S~~t\~~~~~h~ :~~th~~o~~:~~~~:ti:~ ~~~~~~:S~?ti: ~~:::dra~rt~J::~~~
assessmentsare the exception are concerned. The case of c.~ develop~ents prop uP.po- one and the other. And so we
ratherthan the rule. Congressm~n Nicanor .de lineal ~eclslons of qu.~on- go aboutour respectiveways,

Thisculturalvalueofambi- Guzman,Jr. ISa case m point, a,blewlS~m. The administra- refusing to clearly assess our

guity probably serves some Effectively convicted by' his ~~f~~:~:il~~~:~il~ ~;~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~}~:~h~~~:ti~Wy ;~: l:~b:;~~1u~~~~~~ln~ p~~s t?d&Y, yet It orders the good or as bad as any other
ambiguity is the key to sur- GuzmanISnot ostracizedand PhlllJ;lpme flag to fly at ,half person, any other thing. We
viva!.The poorest amongour booted out Ofther,H:S:, ~ut :.stmhonorofthedeaddlcta- ~~;~;ac~~: ~:r~~~:C

l:ftlfi~~~~:~~itf~~~;J, ~~k~~r=h:t~rb~~ The Judiciary too has its MalCuse referred to two dec-
only with political personali- ra~er than observing thelaw mom~nts of .less than clear ades~goasoneof''p~toler.

~~~~~:;~::ti~eo:~~~~~ he~~:Iar~ of this ~:0~i~~::'ngih~~~8~~ ;~~iS~o~~o~~::.:in:cl~~
ries, as patrons to be touched dubious resolution of the De al1?~ ¥are0s to retu~ to.the uy, and rampantanarchy.
byone's litanyof misfortunes. Guzmancase is that it reflects Philippines finds the jusuces Until after our crisis of
When such personalitiesdie, the configurationsof political eve~ly split. until the Chief ambiguity is resolved. our

~~c~~t~~ ~~ ~';;»s: ~:~~:.e~~se ~::~~: ~~J;n~~~~~ti~~~~li~~ :~:t~~ ~[;: hi~~ ;~~
muchtimeinreachingamodus what is being said is that the lenceisreflectedbytnecourt's simply to physically survive
vivendi with the new authori- merits of a disciplinarycase expressed unwillingness to from one day to another. We
ties, whatever might be the againsta memberof Congress have its decision establish a cannot prosper until a critical
latter's political colors. For arenot thedecisiveconsidera- precedent for similar cases. massofourcitizenryisableto
most..of the poor, political tions, but the relative power Those who are more legally- critically pose the question,
neutralityor ambiguityfacili- position of political blocs orientedpointoutthattheCourt "Soon tayo papunta?" and
tares this unavoidableaceom- withinthe House. might have erred in situating answer it with somethingbet-
modation of the poor by the 'fbeSenatehasitsownshare theExecutive'srighttoforbid ter than "Diyan lang,"



PIUAAI"'P
/I/llfed.e«/?

~~I~:~oZtt~~:s~~~;.s~h~
latter,given their markededge
inpassingcollegeadrnission
tests, reap thebenefitsof qual:'
ity collegeeducauonevenas
the poor are saddled with the
costs of providingthese bene
fits.

It is to the credit of UP au
thoritiesthat the ironic biases
against the poor have been
recognized and, more impor
tantly,actedupon.Startinglast
semester,thelskolarn~Bayan,
a program to neutralize anti
poorbiaseshasbeenactivated.
While passing the college'
admissiontest in UPcontinues
tohaveaPHbias,theuniver
sity is already facilitating the
successful stay of poorer stu
dents who somehow manage
to make it through this test A
packageof tuitionscholarship,
book allowance and monthly
stipends is already in place.
Work is continuing on a less
socioeconomicallydiscrimina
toryinsnumentforevaluating
applicants fora UP education.
Furtherrnore,theuriiversityis

~~~~l~~~st~d~~~~~t~~~
socialized education must
neverbeequatedwithfreeload
ingattheexpenseofthepublic
and particularlythe poor.

It takesquitea whileforthis
messageto beacceptedand for
all the institutionalsupport for
socialized education to be set
up. A university administra
tionwhichisexertingitselfto
reverse historical inequitiesin
therealmofeducationdeserves
all the support of responsible
Filipinos.UP's success in this
endeavorWillbebestindicated

i

l

by traffic flow on campus
sometime next year as fresh
man aspirants come again to
UP,

L~~~e~u~g:y DHf~~~ sys~~a~f~r~~oc~~~~~:~
:n~~~ll~~i~~:~i~~~~~. ~~~~~:n~~~:ni~~=gc:::
tion of over thinythousand go to school at all (mostly in
students applying for UP.ad- the elementarystageof educa-
mission took their' entrance tion), they have to make do
examinationin Diliman.Only with public schools whichare
six to eight thousandfromthis poorly provisionedin termsof
pool of thirty thousand appli- physical facilities, textbooks
cants will make it to UP in the and competent teaching per.
coming school year. sonnet. By the time theyenter

The candidates for adrnis- thesecimdaryschool,thegreat
sion mostly came in private economic reaper rather' than

:; j~J~~~,in~te~1g~~~~ Chasing ~~~~cth~i;e~~~~:~~xc~:
~fu~~\~8~~~~f~ea~~t~: the Wind ~~~o~I~~e~~~~~lin~
urybrandslikeMercedesBenz, Hardly anyone from families
BMW, Toyota Cressida and water for lunch. Performance who could afford pizzas and
Crown, Mitsubishi Galant in the UP college admission hamburgersbecomecasualties
Super Saloon, and Nissan tests somehowcorrelatedbest duringjhisperiod.evenesthey
Maxima,amongothers. Many with high protein meals, pref- stay in academically better
of thehopefulexamineescould erablyservedin urbansettings. endowed public and private
be seen driving their own cars A yearago, theWorldBank schools.
as they frantically scouted for came up with a study titled In the secondary stage, the
parkingspaces. "The Philippines: The Chal- additional bias of access to

The snarled traffic in the lenge of Poverty." One of its. quality private high schools is
normallyquiet campus recalls most predictable findings strengthenedandworksagainst
the frenzied rush for bargain concerns the inequitablechar- the already depleted ranks of
sales in some department acterofeducationalopportuni- scholars from the poor. Pizza
stores.Indeed,aUPeducation ties in the country. and hamburgereaters already
isone of the best bargainscur- The report's textdeservesa disproportionately predomi
rently available: quality col- full quotation: "Although the nate in this type of schools.
lege education for less than a majority of the poor have ac- Their families are not intimi
dollara day,muchless thanthe cess to elementary education, dated by the high cost of edu
cost of pizza or cheeseburger, the educational system in the cation in these relatively ex
even for those whowould pay Philippines is regressiveat all pensive private schools.
the full tuition of PB,OOO for levels. The regressivity of Theultimatebiasagainstthe
twosemestersinUP.(Andthere education at the elementary poor is reserved for tertiary
is a better than even chance level stems from the variance education.Whereas in theele
thatonewouldpayonlyasmall in quality, where poorer stu- mentary,the poor are handi
fractionof thisfull tuition!)No dents receive lower quality capped because they are edu
wonder~osewhoregularrycan services. In secondary educa- cated mostly in lower quality
afford pizzas, cheeseburgers tion.there is not onlyinequal- public schools,and in the sec
and coke for lunchrus~ to ~ ity within public schools, but ondary because manyof them
come entrance exarmnauon alsolackofacccsstothehigher dropoutastheyareunableto
ume, In the last twodecadesat quality private system. The afford the cost of high school
least. these people have regressivity becomes more education, in the tertiary or
c!1?wded out thosewhosediets acute in tertiary education university level the poor (in
primarily included dried fish, wheresubsidiesarelargerand eluding those who are unable
somekangkong,c~{"apn,ce~d go mostly to higher income to continue schooling at any
lots of low calorie, drinking students," level) are forced to subsidize

Education and"equity
It is to the credit of UP authorities that the ironic
biases against the poor have been recognized and,
more importantly, acted upon ... UP's success in
this endeavorwill be best indicated by traffic flow on
campus sometime next year as freshman aspirants
come again to the university
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Microgovernmen~ and public expectations
The Antl-carnapplng Task Force is a good case
study of a gov't agency which has been saddled with
a poor public image and unrealistic public expectations despite
its rather decent performance'

I

E ;:STyC~JL~~s p~~~~ ~~~~e:=t~: ~.i~~;~~ens::::n~
perceptions of government cations.Hissulffof S3people majorannoyance,if theviewsI
~~c~tfo~~':;:6~J'edb~~ ~~~~~~n~~~~~~ hfc~~':~~.~:r:
a pragmaticunderstanding of tranSferof ownershipand ve- their clearancesto be issued
currentconditionsand the re- hicleregistration, amongother areanyindication.Manyeven
sources available for their things.Avezaging S76 appli. seeit as a focal pointof graft
amelioration, the government eationsforcleamncedailydur· and~tion, where to get
mustbe seenextremelyform- ing thiSperiod,theystillman- one's vebicIe cleared.itiscon-
nate and enjoyinga political agedtocIearlS4,3()5vehicles. venienttohaveinfluentialpa-
windfall.Whethertheauthori- ~ an:avengeof 569daily.In' tri>ns, preferablymilitatymen !

~i~;i~~~ ~~d~~ i~fis!h~~ FelipeBil'MlranCt. :.r:~~~~~~~~ .:=~:~:e:
cO~:en~~:~~~~~'indiC4t_ Chasing ~::SOr:':;:lisc:'or~ =:caj~ =o=~~i I
inglevel-headedpublicexpec- the Wind baYing tampered engine or mightnotbecompletelyresis-I
lationsof thenationalgovern- . chassisnumbers.(Oneof the 181I1to"anegauvebureaucratic
mem.SocialWea!herStations vehiclesrecoveredin1988was attitude," which predisposes
surveysin the last threeyears lie's imageand theirexpecta- camapped in 1~71 from a towards ''petty graft" in some !
chart the continuing,though tionsoU'eACIF.In!hiscase, YOWlg second lieutenant, a cases.) I

mucherodedpublicsupportfor it is doubtfulthat the public 1971PMA JP:lIdIJll!e. The Cl!C Muchof theproblemreally
the presentgovernmentin its knowenoughabouttheformi- wasa graduationgift fromhIS mightbe solvedby assiP. ing

6~~~tio~s~s well as political t:~:~~:SI=i= :thi~~(~r;~-o~lo~o~ :~~un::a~~

stu~~~f:U~Ii~~~::r~.~~ ~~o~~I:g~~Yits~~:p:fs~~ ~~) havebeenfmally~- ~~:v:mo~'eq~
sm;lll~r ~ovemment agencle~. ments have been properly Apart from records yenfi- importantconsidentions.The
Yet, It IS mostly.these rm- communicated to,and accord- canon 8I!d macro-e~hmg (a publicdefmitelyhas to bebet-

:~?c~~~~~; c:.ts~~t~~ irtt:~=~~~~,'g~~JF~; ~~~n=~n:~lir~: : }~~o:~~~~ ~:e::~:; i
on whichtheirassessmentsof publicimagethroughtheyears Cle~t detecuon. ~f tampered and theirmateriallybeneficialII

overall governme~t perform- could be anythingbut objec- enlJ1~ and~s num~), results. Furthermore, public
ance depend.Publice~pecta- tivelycorrect. clel!fUlB a. vehICle submt~ psychologybadly needs at-

~i~~~lasa~~~c~ e;:~f~~~~~~: Of:;,z:a<;~:ma~~a": r~~:~~~~a'la tending~'g~~g~~::r~~~~
have been vulnerableto m.a- gat, ap~ phiiosop~cal Ve;bi~les reported camarcrg, ~ursforone'sVehiCle
~~!:t~rn i~~J:~t~~U~~: iZ~c:n~g~~'~sm~~~ :~t~7~~~~: ::efO~~:::C::ao': ~~
~~~:~r~r~IYf:~P~~:~~ ~~Sib~s:i~:=.% ~~r:::~ier~l ~~~~~ ~:ge~o~r~f~~~
people. . is the case in manygovern- computenze~ ~rds, ~e One cannot help ~SOCl8tlIIg

ca;~;p~~ cas~~:ktheF~~~ =~ ;fv~~i~~ r~w:~ ~~;:~~~~ ~J:~fc,:g~.:":J:i
(ACTF)of t~e PC/INP.Setup to overwhelm the meagerre- at I~t two working days. time. Either one is charged

~~t!~J~I~~~~~~J'lsii~ili~ ~CCU:~li;~::::i~ to their ~orbeS~~~S~~eh~ ==::;o:(~~c~l:::
country,!hISagency has de- In Metto Manila alone W31UDg time to one working clearanceistypeda1readycosts

~sel~~lf f~a~I~~tia!:. ~~~~ ~~%~:g~i~:~e:';e7~e8~ ~:t~:~~f: m: ~~gm:t~: f:sos. ~~ .
reports,opinio~ piecesandlet- monitoring capabilitiesof the sources~evels.in hisunitmili- orelse,!OIlOw~gthearu::~ic
~:n ~~~~c~~~t~~a~~~~f~~ ~~io~?n=~;s:~ tate~m:~~sa:~a:'~ ';l;c!'u~:I:e :;;~~;e:~s
agencys~fficlency andItsper- aswellasinstitutional vehicles studyof a governmentagency Eitherwaythe publIC dealing
sonnel'smtegnty. for possible criminal viola- whichhasbeensaddledwitha wi!h ACIF might be less

Onemightinquireinto the tions. BetweenAugust 1988 ~ publicimageandunreal- vexedand morereadilysym
substantive basesof the pub- and September1989, Major IStiC public expectations de- patheticwiti':ts taxingwork.



TIJESDAY, OCTOBER24, 1989

The curse of eroslen
Our current crises must be attributed to a lack of vision
which keeps us from anticipating the terrible consequences of
piecemeal thinking...



THURSDAY,OCTOBER26,1989

Economics as it really matterrs
The underground economy continues to flourish because gov't
has not inflicted a development plan on its operators, because
policy makers and well-meaning 'economists have not intruded
successfutlyInto their daily operators

I ~~~:~~sb~fU~u~~~~~l9~~ ~~t~~t~~~ ~~~n~~r :~~:~ con~~eA~~oJ~::She;:::~
strengthand resiliencyof the time. becausegovernmenthad'not

~~~tIiro~'J,~~~~~l~ ~~i~ lat;C19n80t~:,:u~:::~n ~986 ~~f1:~~;ra~;:'I=~~~~
~::e~~~~~~a~~ th~f~i:~~~ ~:~o~~is~~a~~:o~~ ~:::,~~~ a:a~~~:-~c:~
tionofeconornicfaciorsame- successfullyinto their daily

~i~~lti~~el~~~:~ii:;li~~~r~~ ~:re~~se~~::us:~::~~ ~~~3~e~~ ~r~ '~8;
~~ ~~!eist~r~~t~c~:~~r- ~~~~~:ca:~~vdu~~:~~ ~~~~~~na~fo~~g~f~O~~il:::~

The vocabulary of eco- Felipe B. Miranda ~~:J::~~~~y~~~~; involuntary nature.
nomicmodelingoftenbetrays aboutandeconomistsmarvel- Theunderground, informal
some arrogance'di~onsi~er Chas"ng edmuchthatthesystemsome- economy .protected. its~lf
~~w~~:[i~:~~~~ a~~o~~m~~ I howheldup. against,gove~lit ,,~1JOl
dateare passedoff at.timesas the Wind Economic analysis then ~:f~~~~~n~~:~,:~~~
"imperfections" or "distor- hadnotpaidenoughattention cratic rules and regulations
nons," rather than outright to the informal or "under- which stifled entrepreneurial

~~~~i~~~f~t~~g~~s~r~~ calandneoclassical economic ~~~~%~n~"Z~~~,:~gtl~ ~~~e~~~~~f:ti~i'e:~
~~~ ~ ~r::~~i~;~:o~~ ~~~~~i~r~n~~PIY revealed :2o.roe~c;n-h:~n:~~~~ fects of regressive taxation,
lyricalmodel.(Shadeso~~la- Inrefusingtoincludepoliti- simply~ad not been factored avoidedthepenalizin$effects'
tornsm and Judaeo-Chnsuan cal parameters in theiranaly- enoughmto analysesby for- of aboveground foreign cur-
theological thinking!, And sis, economistshave become maleco~omists becauseit ~id ~~~boo r~~~~a~~~r::u~
worse yet, we are left In the the darlings of authoritarian ?ot readilyallowforinclusion lations curbing the entrepre
darkas to whethertheecono- regimes,where too revealing mto already neat, elegant neunal spmt, In prospering,

~:~~;~~~I{ :~r~:~ f~o~~ :~u~:ti~s in~~ ~: :~~~ ~~~sh~~t~~u%O~~:y~~~ ~e t:ndergroundeconomy and
withhismuchfanciedmodel,a economyis rightlyconstrued lished the extent and opera- ~~alrn~~ of thousan~ of
procrustean preference, or ~s a formof subversiveactiv- tions,of thi~ sector ~ere nOI the mi:ritylSofb~:_~~el:.a~

~~lls~~~~er~~:~:o~r"~~~ :i~o~~r ~~~~~lls~c~a:~~; r;~in~:;'~~le.~~~~~::~ t~rswho~essed u~ all sectors

~~~~~~;~)to the realityhe is ~~~ ~~~1~8;~~~n~l~~~ ~~~~1~~~Of:of~ ~~~:~i~~rn~~~~~~::;;;
thi~rS t~~~actC~W:~~nn~to: ~~~~~~f~~~~~:~~~, ~~ :~~ ~~:~l~n~~~~tsinin::~ ~~o:;~~r:~~~~~~~~
comprehendedor predictedby Philippine economy. There nomic activitiesof innumer- o.ut the benefi~ of profes-

~~~~~~~~~:~~Iv~~:~~~': ~~~b~~ys~ud;h~~i;~ e:~ ~~~g~'=~~:~tr:~e~~~ ~:~~~, ~~;~~~y ek:~~~
~~~i~e~~sJ~::~C~~::J ~:~~:r1re~n~:en~~~~~;~ ~:I~~a;:~iS~icr~h~~~i_::r~ r:~I:a~~onomy frombreak-
his modelcannotaccountfor the nationaleconomy,the re- stores, mushroom-type luro- Alessonappearstobeindi-

g~~~%is~~b~~~fsil~'~ ~~~ 'i~:~~~~ ~~~ca~~f:ra~i~t~~~ii~ ::Om~~~s:c~::r~i:e~:~ ~~O~h~~sJ:~=~~:
comes. tal flight, the deepeningfor- plyingtheirdailytradebehind toryeconomicscoursewhere

Most economic analysis 'eignindebtedness.the coconut theverywallsoftheUPSchool matters such as the ones al
and modeling also betray a levy mess, the "political" of Economicsand Collegeof luded to here mightbe more
distinctbiasagainsta deliber- banks,eventheverypersonali- Business Administration, intensivelystudiedandappre-

~:rsi~~~;~0~n1e~~ti~~d~t ~~e~~giu~~r~s~~:ti~hn~ ~~~J~~r~ ~:"~~~~~ ~~e~~~~~~: c::a~n
sivelydeterminethe configu- economywithimpunity- all the Universitls own Food learn economicsas it really
rationof actualeconomicde- of these were fairly well Service continues to lose matters,notas sometechnical
vclopments, Political e~on· knownto mostof the serious moneyonglamorized, exorbi- ex~r~ise in .stente ,model
ornyisnouhcmostdynamicof and technically competent tantly-priced prison fare building.HavingSurvived the
the economic profession's economists in the country.It served to captive faculty Marcos years, some econo-

t~~~~~c~i~~e:d~~~~~i:~ ~h~~~~e~~t:~l ac~~~~: ~ ~~:be:~m~~:~d~~~bl:~ ~!~~~;~~~to~a~~~~~:~~
Worldcountrieswhereclassi- pushthemintopubliclyarticu- mentsalloverthecountry, petently.



TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31,1989

ConstitutRona~Q$m and the mUjitary, Part I
Constitutionalism is a long process presuming a successful
internalization of values which must be held in productive
tension, those of patriotism and decisiveness on one hand, and
that of military restraint on the other

T :u~o8:;~:~i~~~~~~: POl~hf~k~;-o~~~itary men Deie':t~~~~:~:~fJ:t~~:~
lenges which a disaffected could be impressed by the emmentasawholemighthave
militarymightmountagainsta generalerosionof publicfaith addressedsomeof the crucial
constitutionally-defined civil or confidencein government, gripesofmilitarymen,asinthe
order,Manyprovisionsreiter- itsvariousinstitutionsandmost case of improvedpay scales
atetheprincipleofciviliansu- of its lead authorities,as re- and other material benefits,
prcmacyandtry toensurecivil flectedincrediblepublicopin- relatively more and better:
controlover the military.All ion surveys.The) could note equipmentforthefield soldier,
military men are required to thatthesenseofpubliccyni- improvedratiosforsoldiersin

,takeanoathaffirmingtheirloy- cismingovernmentmightnot headquartersand otheroffice
.alty to the Constitution(Ar- haveincreasedasmuchforthe positionson one handand in

:~~I~o~~~~~y~;{~e~\f~ Felipe B. Miranda ~~~i,~rilie~~:/~~~~a~;~ ~~da~~~e.r~ns~~~~~i
:frre~~~~~~?d~~I~;~~d~~~ Chasing fe~fe~~~~o;h~;;~~~~ ~~~J:::t~'itA~ig~~
~~~;~f~Il~~~~~~~~-~~ the Wind ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~r~~ ~r:~~o~~;u:~fuf;i-
country (Art.J.t1e VII, section ian career appears to have essofprofessionalizing amili-
18).Allmihtaryappointments postedthebcsttrackrecordin tary,buttheyarenotsufficient
from the rank of colonel or the last threeyears. guarantorsofaconstitutional-

~i~i bc:p::enC~~m~~s~~~;~ ~~~~~~~ecg;:~~::iig;~~~ pop~~~h::e~ti~~~':fch~id~~ ~~n~ind-set among military
Appointments. a civilianbody to 80 percent of the military spreadgraftandcorruptionin Constitutionalism is a long
(ArticleVII, section16). votedagamstrauficauoninthe j1;ovemment, fecklessness and processpresuminga success-

an~~/g~~~:~o~~~bli:~r~: ~::8gl~~~ Ofh~n~?o~ :~:~sl~r~b:~d~~~~~ ~~ ~~ ~~~~~~~~~el~fin;~
"nationalin scopeandcivilian endorsedtheConstitution.Al- nationalsecurity,unwarranted ductivetension.thoseofpatri
in character," (Article XVI, thou~hsoldiershavetakentheir arroganceonthepartofsome otismanddecisivenessonone
section6) is suggestiveof an requiredoathofconsuunional civilian politicians in their hand,and thatofmilitaryre
attemptto guardagainstmili- allegiance,theiroppositionto dealings with military men, strainton theother.TheDND
tarypreeminenceinPhilippine thedraftconstitutionhasmade and,as inthecnseofthepend- mightpointto itsvalueforma
politics, A vitalized national thecivilianauthoritiesskitter- ingSena'eb-Ilestablishingthe tionprogramsas ea!l ofa gen
police, as mandated by the ish whenever coup rumors Philippine National Police, eralauempttobuildastronger
Constitution, could be a surface.As for the rest of the patentunfairnessinprovisions senseofconstitutionalism.This
countervailing forceagainsta nation,repeated"unauthorized discriminatingagainstthemost isgenerallytrue.However,the
politicallyambitiousmilitary. militaryexercises"in the last seni~r constab!1l~ offlcers. current value formationpro-

Constitutional anxiety for threeyearshavetriggeredmuch Finally, thinking military gramsinthemilitaryneedsitu-
themilitaryis indicatedby an apprehension. me~ might.take ~ote of the ating within the present con-
odd mention of the Armed As the Departmentof Na- vaaous, often Cited success text of popularly perceived
Forces of the Philippinesby tiona! Defensecelebrates its' storieslikeThailand,Taiwan, ineffectivenessandindecisive
nameevenbcforethcGovern- 50th anniversary, a crucial SouthKorea and afew other ness of civilian government.
ment Itselfor any of its three questionwhichmightberaised co~ntn.es wherena~onal con- Explicit.candidtreatmentsof
majordepartments IS cxplic- is the extentto whichthe De- solidationandrelativelymore the current politicalenviron
illyalludedto (ArticleII"sec- partment.acivilianagency.has effici,enLJ~ublicadl.n.inisu:ation mentandwhythemilitarymust
tlon3).Amongthewor.ld ~160 contributedto building up a boretmprintsofmllharyinrer- continueto politicallyobligate
to 170 hall.onal con~lIt~tlons, constitutionalist spirit within venuon, itself to an admittedly soft
the PhilippineConstitutionof themilitary.Aclearanswerto All these are heady and constitutional order are de I

~;~~~~~i~~~u~n~be~~: ~~sc~~~~~~~ei~f~~~e~~~~e~~ ~g:~:~~~~~:~rn~~~: ~~~~:~e~~i~~Fe :m~
tion,. and perceptionswhich could tional history reveals much plorethisperilousquestionof

The constitutional worry tempt some military men to poliLicization. militaryaccommodation.



,Y,NOYHlBER2,19X9

Constitutionalism and the mil~ta.ry, Pan II
The dictates of patriotism and decisiveness
must be projected as clearly bounded by a
constitutionalist framework

T :y~~~~~a~;::~~~ -~~e~~e ~:emi?i~~e~u~ ~~~~~ln=~~Ii~~~~~~
uonsandpolhiciansin thelast apply it first on themselves, withinthe military.
twodecadesstrippedthemys- ~head of~ civilian ~uthori- The dictates of patriotism
ticofcivilianruleandmilitary ~es. Theta~ucaI objective here and decisivenessmustbe pro-

~~~o~~~f~~o~ffI~~I$m:'i~~ ~~~;;:~c~~~~~s~~~~~~ ~~~t~~~:r:it ~~~~~k~
~:~~~~~su~n~~~J~~~::~~~~ r~~a~~;~~~~~1 '""" ~~~~~~~~~~~~~::
~~ii:yan~e~or~:~~~n~~f~ mu~~~o~~~;~~I~if~~~~gW~~hIt:lc~l:ti~~
themin the lUartial law years. men, particularlythe o~flcer tion, defined for all political
:~:%~r:~f~Ni~~ :~i~: Felipe B. Miranda corps, !IS S;l:rved by a willful forces and institutionsin the
maticallyextending their re- ~~~;:r:ati~n~tU:~;ri~; country:Popularelectionis a
spect and supportfor civilian Chasing over personal integrity. An con.stramt set f?~ those who

:~~~~~~rl~~~~~,~~ai- the Wind ::eb~~~il~u'::i:r~~~ ~;n~o~il~~~n~;~
aritywithcivilianofficialsand '-- --' or activelyhelpprosecutehis r~mded of p?~ncalJy influ-
politiciansJrcd well-deserved peersmighthavepersonalin- ential personalitieswhow~~

con~rsp~ititude of manymili- problemnow is how to keep tegrity but. sadly serves no ~~~e:h~rsvr.J ~:C~
tary men is understandable, Ideasof militaryintervention exercisesas well as legal ap-

~~~~~i~~e~~ ~o~~~~~~~~~r~ ~~gr:c~~7r:~~U~r;b:7: ~~r=:~f~~e=~
trainingas well as actual ex- litical and economicrealities Theycouldbefurtherinformed
pcricnce in government and that they are deliveredin the thattodate,themostconsis-
privatefirms.Thereisa strong finalformof a successfulmili- tenUy appreciated political
convictionin the militarythat tary coup, figure in the Philippinesis a

~~~~I~a~~~~~en~~ at~O:; SPO~~~fu:~QnC~~e~~~ilf:; =er:~~p:tee~~
coulddo it at least as wellas governmenttoa militarychal- governmentagamstunconsu-
or no worse than the current lengewhichmightbebuilding tutionaltakeover. . i

crop of bunglingand corrupt upistoimprovetheleveland Yet, after acknowledging
civilian officials and politi- quality of government per- howthepeopleandtheirCon-
cians: . . formance.Thisstrategyserves stitution define the limits of

MIlitary ,m.en, m thefac~ of to undercutmilitaryinterven- legitimate political action,
much publicized nationwide tion in two ways.First, it pro- constitutionalism might be
perceptionsof governmental videsmilitarymenwithan al- more strongly served by re-
weaknes.s, inefficiency and ternativeconceptionof civil- RJ:fflPi mindingthosein uniformthat
general I,ndeclslvenes~, could ian governmentas beingrea- morethana verylimited,sell- they ~. custodians of th.e
be thinking the unthinkable: sonablyeffectiveandcontraty ishobjective.Anation,itmight Constitution, and that ulti
whym~st we continu~ to sup- views as being objectively be pointedly'argued, is not mately. th~ strength of the
port this soft cOnSUlUtI?nal wrongorpoliticallymotivated. patriotically nor decisively Constitution IS markedly
order,whysho~ld weconu;n.ue Second,it buildsup the gov- servediRthismanner. strengthenedor weakenedby
to obey civilian authorities emment's citizen mass base Evenascivilianauthorities the veryactionsof its guardi
~ho appear incapableof na- andthusmakeit lesslikelyfor relativeto militarymenmight ans.
tionaldevelopmentandare, at military plotters to succeed ~ pe.rceive~ ~ grosslydefi- Noneof theseprescriptions
times,even outrightlyhostile should they attempt an over- cientinpatriotismordecisive- actually bar a patriotic and
to military men who secure throwof the civilianauthori- ness,militarymenmustbe re- decisivemilitaryfromlaunch-
them? ties. oriented to a comparisonbe- inga coupagainstinept,inde-

There is no.~ay now for Together with a credible tweenthe military's previous cisiveandcorruptauthorities.
civilian authorities to abort performanceresponse.clvllian and itscunentperformanceas However, they do make the'
thesedangerousthoughts.The authoritieshaveto clarifyand a critical institution.A reso- calculusof political takeover
yearsof martial rule and the make use of two traits which lute,continuousand transpar- a moretaxingoneforthinking

~~'~\~~~IJ:nsc~~~~t~~u;~~ ~~n~~~~:~~=s~e~gr;f~t r~~YJ~o::.u~~t~m~I~~c~:;d :~~1~~~~~~iJ;:rha=~ I
tilizcthcseperilousidcas.The siveness.The operationaliza- be focusedon as a desirable tobe patriolicFilipinos. I



The spirits of '92
Until the substantive character of our people is subjected
to more penetrating probes, our explorations of
presidential polls and contenders must be limited
to being the delightful exercises of precisely
those who influence political outcomes

·L ~~i~P~~~~t~Jstrc~ ;;~~ ~~~~~~:~:~~~ ~r:~~~~tk:~':~~~
Societyhosteda groupofseers and entertaininglylookedinto lion.Asummarydiscussionof

:~c~~jl;fTh~~~~~~~I~~~ ~f~~ ~~~.the betterpart ~~I~=:~~:~:~:~
~~~~o~f'::~r;O~~~~~~:~s~ Fearlessforecasts,not nee- (all personal qualities of a
ments.They explored the tra- essarily by completely unin- ~~~~n~,::a:::~!;
ditional features and conlinu- terestedseers: Day Laurel,at "madaling lapium" etc.) de-
ing trends of the Philippine I ~~n;mLa":e7: ::aeru~i~ terminela~en'sestimationof
politicalsystem as well as its onlyone whocouldchalfenge any candidate for public of-
emergentsocio-economicand the Queen in 1992 and be fice, ~

P<>liticall"disc~mtinu.i,ltlt·~a1:'and Felipe B. Miranda- number1;Salonga,a hardsell; Not enough auention was

~~~~af:~~~~~~~~~ an~e~ ehasl"ng Mipro·traba'blnyotanonll'mypoasshl.ardble sesellll:, focusedonwhyFilipinovolers
half years. Within the bounds Peping Cojuangco, king or might be becomingmore and

~e~~~~~m!:~~~~r~a::~ the Wind queen-maker, but unlikely ~~~=~~O:i~li~~
political resources,the pluses ~~~~~e~=~y= tionsasperipheraitotheirlives.

~~d;;ii"t~sS~~~~ ~::~: ~~t~ciz~i:~tiSc:1v~~ ~li::.on~ar.=~;::;t th~~
tedi'he seers' final consensus alitioned party struggles in can provide;~eda, theman ~:~~~~O:;il:¢~~ =:"~
~=~ ~tite ~a~:l~~~i~~~~ ti~r;g ~~v:~:=~':~ ~;~~~d~~~~,~~~~ :;i~~i~~=ilil=
~~~~~~~~\t~~~I~~~~~ ~~:~~~~~clf~~:;I~~:~ ~;o~lO~i~ ':~~?' ~m~rC ~1~~fo=:~~~~~=
mentsto cure re-electioninfir- requirements.Time,personnel, hme~a Ch?? Imel~a a~d ~~~~~~~~::~~~~

:t:~~~nh:~~ ~1:1= ;:~~~c~:fd~~tfo~;~~~ th~ m"aiei~J:ili~c~hili:ne~ ::~~e:~~~n~i~ ~=~.
~i~~t~:p~lte~~:~F:Z~:e~~ r~~~or all of the partiesana- ~'::;~w~~~, :::t w~~~V Until the substantivec./Jar-
of the Presidentby 1992must The islandcharacterof the For all the comprehensive- acterof ourpeopleis subjected
console themselves with low country, the geographic pal- ness,sophisticationandappar- tomorepenetratingprobesand
probabilityoutcomes such as terns of voters' concentration ently hard-nosed, "me- weareabletomoreobjectively
presidentialassassination,ci- (the lead seer coined the term chanic's" diagnoses of the assess the extent of their par
vilian-militaryinsurrectionand "Lingay-en-Lucenacorridor" presidential possibilities for ticipationinourpoliticaIproc
presidentialabdication.Foryet to refer toa beltof votersstra- 1992, one nevertheless felt esses,ourexplorationsofpresi
others on the list of 26 no- tegicallyaccountingfor38per- uneasy at the end of the half- dentialelectionsandpresiden
tables,the morerealisticview cent of the nationalvotes),the daysymposium.Far too much tiaIcontendersmustlimitthem
would have to be making do role playedin electionsby the attention was focused on ag- selves to being the delightful,
withvice-presidentialslotsina three P's (party, platformand gressiveandmanipulativeparty even insightful exercises of
1992 electoral contest. And, propaganda,oritsvariant,party organizations and political preciselythose who influence
stillaccordingto theseers,ag- packaging, promotion and personalities.There was pre- politicalouteomesinthiscoun
gressively positioning them- propaganda),thecriticalchar- cious little about the mass of try.Ourpeopleprobablyhave
selves for the presidency in acterof"tantrumpolitics"(or citizenry as.they might view only a littlepart to play in our
1998. expertlythoughtoutanddelib- thenotablescontemplatingthe political drama. It would be

The political scenarios in- eratelystagedpublicdisplayof presidencyin 1992,orasthey surprisinttindeedifthe~gotall
voked by the ~rs included temper by politicians with a mightbemovedtoorganizein that· excited in presidential
two-party.multi-partyand co- well-developedsenseofdrama) ways that make traditional derbies,as we clearlyare.



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9,1989

Political corruption and idiocy

The pub1iccall for dramatic action to curb
corruption in the Aquino administration is clear.
Almost 6 out of 10 respondents agree that
corrupt government officials are greater threats
to the country than the NPA

T ~~~:IJe7e~~~g~ ~:":~~;r!:~t~ngn~~~~~o~
politicallycorruptinthiscoun- four(26percentdisagreedwith
try as idiots. The common this critical opinion and ex-
impression,asa matterof fact, pressed satisfactionwith the
is that theynumberamongthe Administration'sefforts.
brightestand smartest in our Morethanhalf(54 percent
government who systemati- ofth.oseintervieweddescribed
callyplunderor filchthepub- governmentgraft and corrup-
lictreasuryor,insomanyother tionasofaianningproportions.
ways, regularly violate the A sizeableplurality (41 per-

rep~~I:~·so manythingspoliti- f:::~~t':t~e~~~J~:~
cal, the ancientGreeksdcvel- Felipe B. Miranda the Aquinothan in the previ-

~~~~~~~~.v~~~~~o~~~~ Chasing ~u~C~~I~d;~~':ti~~n(21
~~t.~~~:t~~s~~:~~~~~ the Wind ~~~~~~i:?=:Vi~:~
susthatthereisamongcitizens Pubiiccynicismisindicated
a commoninterest,the public byamajority(56percentsay-

:se~:~~~eh:~t~f~f~iiti~ ;2~~t~o~~~:;}~f~~~~1ili~~ ~~oth~~~reSu~i~n~~~~
i~l~~~~~~.~~seo~~~~~ :p~~~~~tthO~~~~~~~~ :eF~~~nfa~Jt~(8¥'~~~
manbeingsandleadtheirlives beasts,but In any case to be would have these officials

r~dd;~b~fcth~~I~~~~~m:~~ ~is~~o~ocTti~~~s~ompany of ~frk:~iatelY s~spended from

thepoliticalmen,polites.Other Fiiipinosatpresentpcrceive Thereispatentdisaffection
who may physicallyreside in politicalcorruptionas one of with'the President, with '53
thecommunityof citizensbut their most serious concerns. percentoftherespondentsfeel
actselfishly,inviolationofthe Evenas thisproblemhasdeep ingthatshecannotdiscipline
commoninterest,are idiotes. historicalroots,thereisapreva- herappointeeswhohavebeen

The enemiesof the people lentfeelingthatatnotimehas linkedto graft and corruption
are idiotsbecausethe Greeks governmentalgraftandcorrop- in government.Only 12 per

,bclievedthatitislargelyigno- tionbeenasextensiveas now. cent of those intervieweddis,
" ' ranee, non-knowledge of the If someoutspokenpublicoffi- agreedwiththisperceptionof
"publicinterest,whichexplains cials are to be believed.The prcsidentialweakness.
•', whyanymemberof thepolity magnitudeof this pernicious Thepubliocallfordramatic

could possiblyact contraryto activitycan run anywberebe- actiontocurbcorruptioninthe
, the welfareof hiscommunity. tween15percentto70percent Aquinoadministration isclear.
Any manwhoknowsthe dif- of governmentagencybudg- Aimost6outoflOrespondents
ferencebetweengoodandevil, ets. agreethatcorruptgovemment
betweenwhat is good for his In a Metro Manilasurvey officialsaregreaterthreatsto

. community and that which done by the Social Weather thecountrythantheNPAreb

. violatesit,wouldtendtoacton Stationslast July 1989,about els.Itisasifpeopleweretell
thebasisofwhatisgoodandin halfof the respondentsof (51 ingthePresidentthatthereal
thepublicinterest.Thecurefor percent excoriated the Cory subversivesare those around

. idiocy is therefore,logically, Administration for poorly her who use public positions

for illegitimateprivate pin.
Thecontinuingvuinerabilityof
many of her .appcintees to
charges of corruption could
significantlyerodepresidential
credibility.Withoutdramatic,
well-publicized presidential
action to minimizegraft and
corruption,thepublicmightyet
concludethatAquinoherselfis
oneof theactivenodesin this
vastnetworkofcorruptpublic
officials.

The public's call for the
sternestmeasuresagainstgraft
and corruption is not a new
one, Earlier surveys done in
1981and 1985alsoreflectthe
impatienceof thepeoplewith
thelanguidpaceoftheauthori
ties indeaimg with this prob
lernofanintemallyhemorrhag
ing body politic.Our leaders
now would do well to learn

~~~ew~~enC::f~~
examplesofleaderswhofailed
to appreciate the real public
interestin theirrespectiveso
cieties.

Authoritieswhodidnotewb

:~~~~~~~~~ s~~~
ostracismand exilefrom their
ownpoliticalcommunities.In
losingtheirpoliticallegitimacy,

~::sel~~~~:UC~I:Sa~
smart or bright The smaaest

~t~e~r:~o~~eo~J
built on them. These durable

e~~~~~~~a~~rdo~
idioles.Itmustbeanironlaw
of politics brooking few ex
ceptions,that idiots makef9r
neither listing nor Indy pro
ductivepoliticalregimes.



,TUE:5DAY,NUYEMBER 14,19!S9

Beyond freedom and democvtdlcy

The emasculation of government's political
will is reflected by its inabiltty to sustain
nationalistic policy directions in such areas
as agrarian reform, foreign debt, and US
mil itary bases

M ~~T;~;k~R:nO: ~~r~:C~~s~~~~~P~~~I~);~~ ~~~~c~~ i~q~i~O~a~C::bl?:
Filipinos'loveforfreedomand flectthesameapprehension.lt assessments of presidential
prcfcrcncefordcmocraticgov- isafairlygeneralviewcutting performance over time yield
emment. The observation is almostequallywellamongall both high as well as low rat-
probably objectively true. age groups, sex, urban-rural ings.Regardlessof the highor
Nevertheless, as anarchy locality,and geographicareas low ratings they gave either
buildsupandthegovernment's (Metro Manila, the rest of President, the survey respon-
will to govern increasingly Luzon, Visayas and dentscontiQuedtohavebasi-
becomessuspect,popularfaith Mindanao). cally the same oligarchicper-
in freedom and democracy Particularly disturbing to ception of society. Presiden-
could welldecline. those who are democratically' tial performanceappearstobe

an~~~~a~~;s n~: Ji~~i~e~~i~~ Felipe B, Miranda ~~~~~~dfn~:'¥h~~~~~:~ ~=~~~%eJ~~~tl~~~t~~;
come by. The alarming state to be a significantlyhigh pro- way of stating the idea more

~~ris~~~~e::~c/~;i~fn~f:~~~ Chasing ~:~o~U~fg~g~Pi~~fie~~o~~~ ~~~~IY~s t~at:;:;fci~:l~o i~~
nons as well as the high inci- the Wind their nation is oligarchically, pressed,one way or the other,

~~~~~::a~~:~~d;:f~~i:~s~~~~ r~tstd~~~~~~~~~d r:~u~rt;~ ~Kc~i~eFt~~d~n~~~;~;:fYb;
dicatesandprivatearmies,the democratic character of their whethertheretsortnereis na
Hobbesian condition of ve- stration and, worse,possiblya society.These twogroups are presidential performance al
hicularandpedestriantraffic, betrayalof the people. As re- aboutequalinproportionsand all. .
the insolenceof monopolistic gards the issue of the military account for about two-thirds As crises continue to beset
utilityc~mpanies, even the ir- bases, a non-transparent, elfall Filipinosnationwide,l,ls the country, the disillusion
responsibleand largely unde- "open-options"policy as late reflected by SWS surveys In me~t In peacefulmeansof e~-

, terredsensationalismof many as November1989reflectsei- the last two-and-a-halfyears. fectingchangeand the margi
in the press are clear indica- ther a failure to appreciatethe On~y one in three Filipinos naliza.tion of. democratic-eli
tors of our current.anarchy. leverage provided by clear, believcshissocietytcbe other garchic conslderauons:m~e

The emasculation of gov- even concededly public bar- than oligarchic, or run by a for a dangerous combination
cmment's pol~tical :-villis re- gainingpositions,or a subter- powerful few with ordinary of politicalsentiments,Public
fleeted by Its.Inablh~y to su~- fuge to trick the public into citizens being unable to do pressure for.perform!ngg~v
tarn pro~resslve, nationalistic believingthat the administra- muchabout the situation. ernrnents Will definitely In

policydlrectio~s in suc~ areas tionisstill-indifferent andthus The February 1989 SWS c~ase. Authoritarian actions
as the countrys agrarian re- has no particular, preferred surveyreflects the perception withforcefullyclearresultsare
form, the foreigndebt and the alternativeregardingthe mili- of an oligarchic society as probably going to be much
militarybasesaccessedbyfor- tarybasesquestion.. equallywelldistributedamong preferred over concededly
cign powers. On these vital In the midst of this per- varioussocio-economic group- democratic, but publicly-per
Issues, go~ernment has re- ceived anarchy and govern- ings, both sexes, and urban- ceivedineffectivemeasuresby
sponded with much less than ment indecision,somedanger rurallocality.Somesignificant fecklessauthorities.
decisively nationalistic poli- signs might be seen as being differences could be noted There is time enough even
cies. The Comprehensive flashedby anexasperatedFili- agewise. The youngest age now for the authorities to ar
Agrarian Reform Law IS a pinopublic.A big majorityof group (18-24 years old) has rest the dangerous drift of
much diluted version of what Filipinosrefuse to ruleout the the lowestproportion(24 per- public sentiments towardsthe
is needed to curb the undue possibilityof popular disillu- cent) of oligarchyperceivers, depreciation of democratic
influenceoflandowncrsInany sionmentwithpeacefulmeans comparedto about 33 percent government. The public sup
society seekingequitableim- of effecting change in this among the middle and oldest port for deelsive government
provements in agrarian rcla- country. Nationwide surveys age groups.Amongthe areas, has always been there. Politi
lions. The self-imposedcom- done by the Social Weather Metro Manila (38 percent) cal leaders who are not going
mument to bonsai one's na- Stations(SWS)in the last two clearly reflects this oligarchi- to shirktheir leadershiprolein
tional growth by pledging to years suggest that roughly cal beliefs more than the rest these tryingtimeswill findnot
pay all of the country's for- seven out often Filipinosbe- ofLuzon(28pcrcent),Visayas only a supportive, but even
ergndebts,makingno distinc- licve there is a potential for (27 percent)or Mindanao(32 moresoagratcfulpublic.Itis
tionbetweenthelegitimate,the much volatility in the current percent). thesamepublicwhichwillnot
questionablylegitimateand the system. The interestingthingabout permitdemocracyto continue
clearly illegitimate loans In- As of February 1989, this this viewof societybeingoli- being the refuge of political
currcdbya plundcringadmini- scnurncntappcarstobestrong- garchic is that it does not ap- scoundrelsund incompeterns,
stration. is at least a spineless est(at72percent)amonglhose pear to affect the people's be they Presidents, Prime
accommodationto foreignin- who belong to the socioecon- positive or negative rating of Ministersor Chairmenof cen
icrcsts by the presentadrnini- ornically bcncr off, although government performance. tral committees.
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Madlangbayan confronts the
CPp..NPA: No early requiems
The communist insurgency cannot be rationally viewed as in its
last wind and about to give up the-ghost. Those who
miscalculate as regards the resiliency of insurgency movements
don't serve their country well

I ~:~ ta'::~~~t~~8r;r~~ ~~~~~~16/~~fi~~~ego~~~:;?I~ pos~e~ ;~gl~~~sth~a;~S~~;
President echoed the mili- anothermiraclehappens,there faceofcommunistinsurgency.
tary's confidence that insur- willbemuchsinginganddane- Imagesofrurallcillingfields,
gency has finally been turned inginthedumppilesofSmoky sprawled victims of sparrow
around, that henceforth the Mountains just before the teams in the streets of Metro
CPP-NPAmust fight a losing presidentialelectionsof 1992. Manila, as well as the oral,
battle until it ceases to be a Themilitarycouldnothave often highly emotional testl-
significant threat to the na- made much headway, if any, monies of formerresidentsof
tionalsecurity. in pursuing a wham strategy "liberated"areas combine for

ThePresidcntas wellas the against insurgency. Military an effective anti-CPP-NPA
militaryauthoritiesnotedhow menhavebeennationallypro- mind-setamong many Filipi-

;~~l~~t~e~;s~~~~~~~i~~.:r~~: Felipe B. Miranda i~,~~g~n~;a~c~Pc~V~f~a~:~~ nosi:venas the public might

~~;~~~~6~e ~~g~i~~r~~tn~~ Chasing l~~\~?s~~~~;~i~ek~d ~ ~:~~~~~e~~~~~~~
~~~~~~i~~~~~et~~'r::m~; the Wind ~~~~~lt~~rrg~~st~~~~;tioan~~ ~~~~u~~~~br:~;;:n~~~~seJ::
sufficiently considered why Human rights charges have countrySurvey data over the
the public might have started b~~ made aga~nst several last threeyearsindicateat least
turning against an erstwhile militaryunits WhlC~ the.mili- a third of nationwiderespon-
increasinglyattractivesubver- "wham-cd", their way into taryitselfhas seenfit to mves- dents believe that the NPA
sive group. (From the mid- public support.Practicallyall tigate and, at, times, punish. organizaticnintheirownplace
seventies up to the last two civilian as well as military Involvement 10 several.coup is widespread; about one in
years, according to military authoritiessufferedgrossero- attempts h~s not con~~butt;d four believes that the support
data, theCPP-NPAmassbase sion of public confidence in to enhancing the militarys for thecommunistsis increas
as well as armed NPA regu- thelastthreeyears.Surveydata public image. ing and that the majority of
lars had been increasingat an from the Social Weather Sta- So, what has c~used insur- the local people are sympa
alall11ingly.high rate.) Assum- tions(SWS)duringthisperiod gency to weaken10 the coun- thetic to the NPA, and one in
mg the official assessmentof documentthe inequitabledis- try? ~e.a.nswer couldwell be five views most NPA activi
insurgencyto be,largely cor- tribution of costs as well as the acnviues of the msurgents tics as justifiable. Although
rect, an mteresung point IS benefits to thecitizenry More themselves. Thr.ee types of theseperceptionsare thoseof
whethergovemmentandmili- of the poor report su;tained CPP-NPAoperauonsprobably theminority,theirmagnitudes
tary,for~es turned the Cluz~ns deteriorationin theirqualityof ~ave, le~ to much public al- cannotbecavalierlydismissed,
agamst insurgency,or th~. 10- life than those who are not ienauon:themasspur~e within Furthermore, the persis
surgents lar,gely did ~em- poor.Inthelastthreeyears(as the CPP-NPA,occasioned by tenceof thesemagnitudesover
selv~s m. Is insurgency10 the well perhapsas the last thirty the.fearof militaryd~ep pene- time suggests that ideologi-

I
;t~~f~~~~~~f~~t~~~r~~i~r~ ;~:?y "~~~~:~;l~n ~~~~p~~~ ~~~g::~~~a~i~~~~~"[~:~ ~~l~~r:n~~~~~~i~~w~
of h~,arts and minds (wham- poor, whereas"gainers"more operauon~ WhlChprovld~ for or, at least, that there is a con
ing), or the "losing of hearts often than not werethebetter- theassassmauonofselecuvely tinuingstreamof recruits into
and minds (Iharn-ing)"of the off. targetedas :-veIl a~ rando~ly the communist cause. Either i
citizenry? Much of the avail- The Aquinoadministration chosenpublicofficials.police- way, the communist insur
abledatasuggesta tragr-corrnc candidly acknowledges the mcnandm~mbcrs ofthe mili- gency cannot be rationally
suuauon, where the p~rty inadequacyof itseffortsin the tary"and,,fmally,hold,mgop- viewedas in its last windand
which loses heartsand minds areaof povertyalleviation.The erauons In communI~t-c~n- about to give up the ghost.
slower than another emerges, President herself, in July of trolled baranga):'s which 10- Those who miscalculate as
at leasttemporarily.victorious. 1989, exhorted government volve progressively severe regardstheresiliencyof insur-

It was doubtful that the agencies to focus their activi- taxationas well as discipline gencymovementsdonotserve
governmentor the CPP-NPA ties on programswhich pref- of the local inhabitants. theircountrywell.
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Absolutely self-reliant Filipnnos
It is not patrioticwondering whetherwe can truly survive,or
whethera leadership that cannotmanage electrical power
can be moresuccessful with politicalpower. That is negative
thinking. Thinkpositive, the Filipino can!

The Filipina is of harder temptedto hurl expletivesde
stuff if anything. In five con- leted at cur political guardl
tinents and over a hundred ans.Whenourprimaryguard
countries,she is doctor,nurse, ianenticesforeign investorsto
teacher,governess,stewardess, come to the Philippines and
waitress. cook, all-purpose we shudder lit the apparent
maid, singer, dancer, mama- temerity in inviting others to
san, streetwalker and mail- shareour inefficiencyat some
order bride, to name a few of thingso basicas industrialen-

~~e ~~~~~:~~ITv:;,~~a~~~ ~~~ ~df:g~~:~c::~i~~~
Filipino counterpart by three patriotic agenda which is to
to fiveyearsin anykindof en- mold all sixty million of us
vironment, Filipinos into survivalists of

Filipinosare not innocents thefustorder.
abroad. Not for long at any It wouldbe best if we kept
rate. In a remarkably short reminding ourselves of the

:~7i~~~:~u~~: ~~t~'l:; ~~~:Ilo~:rac~~ti:d~:
itbecomesnecessary,willfully ership. The Fi~ino, as the

Chasing
the Wind

'~THE~~~~;n~h~~!;~-
out water,withoutfood,with
our-transport, withoutincome,
without land, without abode,
withoutpeace, withoutjustice
and withoutfreedom,the Fili
pinocan?

For as long as he remains
in the Philippines, he has to,
so he can!

In the last forty years, no

~:t:~l':t~~;:l~~i~~.s~~~~ Felipe B. Miranda
the relentless uuelage ot his
PQliticalguardians,theFilipino
hils learned to cope with the
most adverse circumstances
imaginable,deprived of mul- L-- -'

tiple crutches which make
weaklings of other survivor Filipinoturns,hislifeandlimb
nations. ' areeverthe targetsof multiple

Theguardians,haveplanned threatsand he mustpersonally

t~~1 ;~~~:i~~~l~~~~e~~;~~ ~~~~lri~S}~~~~f~~c:~~r~
temaucally, blunts .th~ FI!I- minators, those armed with
pine's senseofcuriosity and deadly buses, jeepneys, cars,
substitutes mindless program- grenadeabombs. guns.dans,
minginuringhimto drudgery. knives,evensticksandstones.
Theeconomyhobbleshisnatu- As he completes his sur
rillproductivityandcraftsman- vivalist course: the Filipino
ship, forcing him into unin- could easily look the marine
spired, mediocre, andmargi- as well as the Spartan in the , . ,
nalizedwork, The polity robs eye and twit themfor training exchangegenetic information Aquino administrationwould
himof his sen~e offellowship on charming picnic grounds. Wlt~ Interested part1~s. eventuallydevelop him to be.
and replaces It with ~nmlu- Neither,herightfullybelieves, Trame~ largely for foreign would find no equal in this
gaied individuality.jioised io could survive a Philippine domesticservice.theydo iheir planet. When all natural re-

~e:k~~~a~~g:ve~o:ersoli~;~ ~~~gf~~f ~~nt~~7fe~~th: ~':d~~e:iOd~l.'~f~~~~~~ ~~~~~~i' ~v~:~o~
slip. other hand,has been doing it pleasurably. To manyof their sources shall have been ex-

Self-relianceis the ultimate for years. foreignclientele.theyarevale- hausted, when all impossible
guarantorof hissurvival, Nei- BeyondthePhilippineslies able prizes to beearned. ster- dreamsshall have turned into
thcr t~e government nor the easier challenges. Splendidly ling trophies to be displayed. veritable nightmares, when
church.neither the schoolnor conditionedby his guardians, (Havingdonewhatheconsid- everybodyelse shall have ex
his barkada provides that as- he surviveswithcloseto noth- ered to be a first class job as piredfor want of food. free
surance, The guardianscon- ingin allenvironments. Itmat- Presidentof theUnitedStates. dom, jobs and justice, there
scientiouslydeprive the Fili- tees little whether it be the RonaldReaganwasreputedto would be the Filipino, trium
pino of his water and light, burning mideastern desert havesaiduponretirementthat phantandalone,forevenwith
shelterand sleep, forcinghim where he is cook, driver, me- he wouldcertainlyhavea Fili- out these amenities, the Fili
toconcedeth~m as no longer chanic.carpenter.construction pino in his domestic service. pinocertainlycan! '
basic needs "but luxurious man or engineer,or the polar Mideasternsheiks gratify the, . . .
amenitiesor wants. Jobs and seas on which bobs his tiny same yearningfor prestige in , It IS not patnouc wonder
justice, foodand freedomsuf- ship wherehe is steward,sea- recruiting Filipinas to nurse l~g whetherwe can truly su.r
fer the sameremarkabletrans- man, mate or captain, or the their royalprogeny.) vive, or whethera leaders.hlp
mutationand,beforelong,the strobe-litnightclubswherehe Inthesedaysofwhiteouts that cannot manageelectrical
Filipinolearnsto makedowith is waiter, singer, dancer, co- and brownouts, when water p~wer ~n bemoresuccessf~l
little or none of these eorrup- median or floor manager. andpowerabruptlydisappear_ WIthpoht1C:al .power.,That ~s
ti,veniceticsoflife. Survival has never bceneas- to return just as abruptly to negativethinking.Thinkposi-

Furthermore,whereverthe icr. disappear once more, one is live, the Flhpmocan!
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Threats to the Aquino government
Survey data reflect the public's view that while the Aquino
gov't is confronted by serious threats and cannot be
cornpiaisant about them, the threats by themselves
are not sufficiently strong to destabilize the gov't

In the last analysis, should
Aquino's government fall, it
will not be so much that the
CPP-NPA ~ able to raise an
army twice the size of the AFP,
or that the MNLF manages to
secure four times more funds
and arms from its foreign back
ers.or that Honasan and com
pany somehow succeeds in
recruiting ten times the per
sonnelitusedinmountingthe
August 1987 coup. Neither
will thisgovernmemfall be
cause Marcos' heir apparent
has put together an army of
Marcos loyalists and marches
with it from Batac to Mala
caiiang, to claim what he be
lieves to be his political birth
right. Perhaps not even the
awesome powers of foreign
governments with companies
specializing in dirty tricks can
guarantee the fall of Aquino's
government.President Aquino
and those immediately around
her must first lose their will to
lead the people and then stub
bornly refuse 10 govern the
country.

Then there will be no SLOp·
ping the fall.



llJESDAY, NOVEMBER 28,1989

The military as NPA: The view from Mallila
Nationwide, there are indicators that a martial regime
might be tolerated, but this view is strongly contested
in Metro Manila where the military is viewedwith
much suspicion

T ~!h~~~c~~a:~~~~ ~:)~:n~~;~~::~~~~~~~ :f~af~:~h=s ~~'yf~;
tary,have becomeone of the alizingstory.From a positive increasingpublicsupportby a
focalpointsofPhilippinepoli- 10pointsinOctober1986,the plurality(39 percent)of those
ucs.Nolongerthecapuvegenie marginof'satisfactiondeclined interviewedIn !he SWS July

~~r:~; ~~~~~~~~rr.is~:l ~~89~g;~;:ier~:etsc~~/n~:~ ~~OU~he~ig~~~~~~7a~~
fectively autonomous sector morepeoplewhoaredissatis- 39 percent) admits to being
withinthe republic.Giventhe fied than are satisfied with undecided about increasing
apparent indecisiveness and militaryperformanceisindica- publicsupportfor!hemilitary,
debilityof!hepost-EDSA'ci- tiveoftwo!hings:(I)!heMetro only 18 percent dispute !his
vilianauthorities,manyFilipi- Marulan'smoresevereassess- pro-militarydevelopmentThis
nos already desperatelyscan mentsof politicalinstitutions positive view of the military
theenvironmentforalternative Felipe B. Miranda and personalitiesrelative to . gainsgreatersignificancegiven
leadershipsources.The mili- thosemadebyhiscounterparts a complementary.sentiment

:;o~~=~c~~l:e~~~~~ Chasing ~~)!h~:e~i~i~'~~;n~~u~: ~~rg~i~~rIfu~!h~a:.;%~
dangerouscandidatefor gov- the Wind inabilitytolastinglywinhearts Abouthalfof!hoseinterviewed
ernmentinthiscountry. and mindsin thiscrucialarea, (45 percent) reflect this per-

DesperateFilipinosmaybe The second consideration is ception,withonly 20 percent
reminded of the failures of crucialsinceit isarguablethat disagreeing,

~/~~o~~~~e;;;:i~~~L~ these negativeperceptionsof ~::~~h~b::j~~a~0i{~~ ~e pUfb~C'S i~~t, in:e

~e~~~C~r~ei~d~~~~o~~ ~~:n~~Wa,commg from :~Ii~usth~t~:~i:is i~~~ ~~i~gby ili~ir ~:;ce~ /~
conceding the patterns and The loyaltyof the Armed capitalregionwouldbrookless soldierswho take to the field

~~~~~:'~~~%7i ~~~ilf~: ~fvfIi~o:tv~~~I~~l:~f~~~~ :g~~~'n~~~~~~r~af~n~~ f~~~~~~~:~~~r~t~~
~~~I:'i~~m!jli~~~~~a~ ~~~rlas~~~:~e:r~lrd ~:htro~ ~l~~'to-r:a~n ~~~~r~~aro~ ~~inEil~;:~ear:~~~
~~~~~~:~ ~~~l':~i~f~~ ~r:~~b:h~o~=r:al~~~ ~~:~e~fn~'fc~~o~gf~~S~mk f~o~~in~ s:~rs,_:g~nst ~~
~~:a~~~~~rp~;~~~~~~~ ~~~=efJ~~~~=~~e:,r~ ~r~~~~~~~r~~~~~I:~ ~~t ~~::~*~n~::~~*~b~:
~~~i~el~s~~a~~~~~iCmr~~~ ~~8::~~ &~e~ J~ ft~mt~~~~~,;~~f;t~f:~:; ~~~r~~~~:ni:needal~th~
sons, have soundedout mili- percent 10 July 1989.On the and minds 10 the countryside .
tary men regardingthe pros- other hand, those who dis- too. The military's image in
pects of martial rule. Na- agreedwith thisperceptionof The skepticism of Metro MetroManiIacouldstandquite
tionwide,there are indicators militaryconstitutionalism in- 'Manilanscomesacrossintheir abitofimprovement Thereis
thata martialregimemightbe creasedfrom 15percentto 20 reactionsto oft-reportedmiIi- eyiden~e, toindicate that spe
tolcrated,perhapsevenwel- percentto35percentforthe tary successes against the cificmilitary officersIfor ex
cornedin the short run, pro- samesurveyperiods, communists. InJuly1989,only ample, Brigadier General
videditproducesresultswhich PerceptionsofmiIitaryper- 20percentsaythatsuchclaims RcdolfoG. Biazonof the Na
continuetoeludea muchevis- formance in the area of the by the military are credible. tionalCapitalRegionDefense
ccratedcivilianleadership. respondent reflect a similar Those who disagree(36 per-' CommandandBrigadierGen-

natf~;w~~~te~ie~ ~o:~n~~ ~:~:e~~~~:c!'~~~~li~ ~~~&s:~o~t~llm~w~~:~a~~~ c~~~a~=dY~~~~~U~~
contestedin Metro ~an!la. In tary performance decreased another(39 percent)makeup res~tfrom thepublicinMetro
thelatter,themilitaryISviewed from64 percent10 May 1986 the greater majority who are Manila, However, until the
withmuchsuspicion,a~ten.d~ to 48 percent in.March 1988 notimpressedmuchbyreports militaryitselfgainsthekind?f
by a greatdealof publicdisil- and 35 percent In JUIY,19~9. of militarysuccess. trustandconfidencethepublic
luslonmentandskepu~lsm.As Thosewhoexpresseddissatis- Yet, thereisevidencesug- now reserves only for some
flU'asmostMetro~~mlansare faction,~n the otherhand,m- gesting that Metro Manilans personsin themilitary,thefull
concerned,the military must creased 10 numbers from IO continueto wishtheirmilitary collaborationbetweena civil
be seen as NPA, a Non-Per- percent to 25 percent to 29 well. Six out of IOrefuse to ian base and its militaryarm
formingAsset, insofaras d~- percentfor thesurveyperiods supportNPA sparrowopera- cannot take place.Until such
velopmental government IS alludedto, , "tions even against admittedly time, a significantportionof
concerned.Surveysconducted Themarginsof satisfaction abusivemilitarymenand call MetroManilanswillcontinue
bytheSocialWeatherStations (thatis to,saytheproportionof for punishmentto be imposed to viewthemilitaryas largely
in !he last three years reflect thosesay1Og !heyare sallslied ontheirassassins, Furthermore, NPA.
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Satisfying the impatient Filipino
Juan de Ia Cruz can only suffer what is called 'enttst
democracy', hopefully for not overly long. After
all p Juan is supposed to be a rather impatient fellow

T:~i~~a:;~a~~ ~~~~at~bzu:r :';f;:is~ ~ft~~~~~{i=bil'it~,~:
~:t~~~':~~~v~~~~t~ :~~ms~~~a:s:~~~~:~ ~~~ty~~itXdi:~:~::
itsleaders,thathe is muchtoo future, is ridiculously easily isfy,overlyimpatient"Filipino

~::~~:~~~~~~:f~n':~~ ~:~f~~~st~~s~kC: ~::a~n~~:~=y=
crane government. This false hisgovemmentornispolitical lutions of situations which
indictmentis pressed not so leaderspreciselybecausehis ought to be approachedwith
much by ignorantforeigners miserablelifehasnotdeterio- the full majesty,stately lait
as by imperturbable NPA's, rated any further, And even and deliberateness of sensible
the Non-Performing Authori- wherehe mighthaveexpert- peoplelockedinconscientious

~;s th:oF~~f~~:y ~f:~~:~ Fellpo B. Miranda ti~~~::ttio~:~~~~~~~~~ ft= h:r~~~=y

soc~6lic expectations in the Chasing ~::~~W:n~::r~n~~:: ~:g~=s~'~~=:fr::~
~~~Pfl~~a=~ o~P:si~ the Wind ~Weov1~;~fft~i~h:=:=~ ~f: ind~~~:i:tJ:fly~.s~
needs,ThetypicalFilipinohas bottom,hecannotbutbeopti- mocracyis obviouslya wait-
learnedtocontenthimselfWith " , . misticaboutthefuture. ing game, You wait, the au-
minimalistgovernment, one w,!lyesIn policeand ~'II11~ Theimpatience of theFili- thorities'game,
which does not overly e~ert ~m.orms, byb~yasmcivil- pino is anothergrosslyfabri- If this analysis is correct,

::M~=~~~:m~~?ti~ ~t:a~~::~ ~~~~ofi~fl~ ~~~~3t~?~~~O:~~;~ ::n~es~:~:==
zenswithli~ht,wa~r,foodand en~e-peddllng politicos. In bly would be the Metro againsttheFilipinobyhisown

~~~~n:~~:~~:~~h~;: ~~i~~ ~~ ~~l~~Z ~~~I: t~~Fi~;in~~~~~ ~~~~~g~~o~~rd=
concerned with addressing somehowmanages to sUCVIve mustgo to somepublicfaucet Incompetent authoritiesneed
everyman'sneed for produc- and,mqu~te~fewcases,even or artesianwellfor his water, to projectan imageof being
tiveeducation'fPI1nful~ploy- todowellu:'~I~country. Thou- says it is normal for him to overlyharassed,of beingun-

•~~~fn:~t :~~~~~~~~~~ ~dsm?~~~~no~o~?na~~ ?~~~emsrn~~a~ ~11":t~c~ 5~ ~~rl~n:~~~~?~~:se~~
have sociallycomn:utted, .ex- twenty cou.ntnes .~d, whose galloncanof water.Thesame tiaIlyilTatioila1, and even.ex
tendedbudgets,b~t Itcertam,ly contacts WIth Philippineau- personwhotakespublictrans- tremelyselfish citizens.This

~~~ton~el?~~~~;~C;~r~~ ~~~~;:~~f~~:a~';d :rtp~Joo?~%kisP:;i~ :~::C~aninm~~v~~~~
manysocially-indicated serv- commissions ~Ithout. securing yond ten kilometersfromhis maintaintheir leisurelydalli
ices.Budgets.onesuspects.are any worthwhile ~rvlce in re- placeof residence,believesit ance withthe mostcriticalof
no more than ~nye~lent m- tum echo the Wish that they is normalto take as much.as issues, project their unparal
strumentsfor JustIfymg s~~- would be .Ieft pretty much twohoursto get there.Andif leled wisdomand patriotism,
tained forays-mto each CIU- alon~ by~~1Cown government heshouldneedtomakea tele- and dumpall the blamefor a

~'i~~~~~~;~~~~~f a"t~ ~~I~~~. '!10stly every ~= ~:w~:m.fo~ti~~~ ~~::rtiu~~g~m~~~~~~~
cons~tutlonally pickingevery- ~lree!-WI~, Filipinoconfront- his fuse if it takeshim about exceptthemselves.
manspoc~ets, .. , mghlsm.mlffiallstgovemment, fifteenminutesto finallyget This indeed is what a reo
be ~~i~~al ~~~~~~o ~Oh\~ ~;::t}~o:~r:~o;r'~J~~ hisparty,onth~ ~i~e. , ~ou~table. euphemistically.

~foV;e~l:~~ ~~el~;~;~:~~ ~~~~~~n~~~T;i8t:W ~~~ ~~~~~:C~:fs::a~n:~e :,~;~~~:=~]f:'~
~~'i/:,~~s~o~~y~~II~~ ~W~?;h~W:~on~~~~~~~ ~:~n~~t~~i~I1~~;r~ra~ ~~ ~hg~;;e~~h~it,dt~~fu7t:
stead, whatever he ventures ing auihorities around their ments and the demands of for n?t overlylong,Afterall,
into to keep body and soul alreadymuch-wrung necks, democratic society. Con- !uan I~ supposedtobea rather
together. he is assailed by Satisfaction fortheFilipino. frontedby simultaneous mul- Impatient fellow.



TUESDAY,DECEMBER5,1989
'NEW5Dtl\~{<oeINII

'L:~

fuUy costing the coup:
Miracles are costly
The full responsibility for the last coup attempt
must be borne not only by those who initiated it
but even more so by the civilian authorities
who made it inevitable

collaboration ofPhilippineand
Americanmilitaryauthorities,
It is notinconceivable that our
militarymenwouldlind it dif
ficult to distinguishbetween
the Philippineand the Ameri
can interest, should there be
an eventual conflict between
the two.Militaryconstitution
alismcould then be an effec
tive mask for continuing
Americanhegemonyoverour I:

national political system and

T ~;in~Atl;~~uin~Oat ~~Ii~l~~,~e:i~~~~i: its ~~o::'miraCle, that of
ministrationhas failed. Con- "Uncle!" was riotgoing to be precise American timing in
stitutionalism in the military all lhatconvincing. rescuing the Aquino admini- i
has been strengthened and Miraclesarecostly.APresi- stration, entails the greatest'
democracy has been saved. dentwhocannolongerinspire cost to the Filipino people..
The Filipinosmust rejoiceas her people in these times of With the least of efforts, if

~~ira:;~:rpr~::~~~esv~~~ ~~~~ta~~~J~i~h~da:r~ statementsof limited persua-
in the commonwealth ,of di- cisely th?se.whocan provid~ ~:~~~~~:::t~~:~
vinelychosenpeoples. suchrnspl!3uon:EvenasPreSl· tion are to be believed. the

The truth is that the De- dent Aq~m~ tries to perfo"!'! Americans have beautifully

~~~~~~~~pm7r~~fe~ ~~t ~~:: Felipe B. Miranda ~er ~o~~tu~on4,~!,~e~~~, positionedthemselvesas the

vergence.The first miracleis Ch""s.-ng h:rpWentify~pl~~~:~Uld ::;:c~~~:=~rb~~~fIYJ::
that this administration.born ... takeover the reinsof govern- democraticwayoflife itselfin

~~n~~~ t~/~~~~~~:~~t~~ the Wind :::~~;~orm~~~f~~~~; ~~g~~~~~~~~~~
the streets, in 1989 could no faste.r than he. own admini- noswouldanernprto sever the

::~~~ ~~e~~ ~hf~~ftfrO~ While a good portion of tlt.e ~~~~:c:;h~;t";~~~ ~:~~ca~~r:su~~n~ta~~~
~d:~n~O~~~~:::;~: ~m: ~~li~d~fr::~rfgr:~~; ~;~~~~.I~:~ ~~~Ofo= ~~i~~:th~~~~~~~~~~
~cr~~~~;~~~~ ~o~~~~ ~~fl~~~~~t~~:~rna:~ ~~~: f~~.I~t ~~~dn: i~ of po~tical dependencyto ~
pulsionto dissuadethemfrom enoughconstitutionalist forces credible indeed if any Pili- ~nythtng but a natl;l.r3l con~l.

;~~~~lit~~~~j~;e~' ~i~ ~ti:dfo~o~~:f:~~~~ e~~ ~~e::ea ;o~~~e~~~~~ ~?nd~~~~seH~:O ~~~
warm,althoughshakingbod- activatedin thedefenseof this lutelyindispensable. morerealI>'.would be ~ncour
ies, blunt sticks, crumbly administration. A~ regards~e .mi~le ~f =~~et?ss~~~l~:r:

~~e~s~i:;P: ;:r:fu~c~~~~ the~~te::~~~I~~c~i~~~~h ~:~~~n:~~~~,:lS:::u~~ ;~~~f ~~~ot:u:~:~
Mostof the people who took thedeusexmachinaofPhilip- be paid, Henceforth•.the cal- our own freedomand democ-

~~~ti';:ts:~~~~e ~~:~ ~~~:J.X'~~:ricc~~~~:e:n~I~~ CUlu~of~ns~tu:~~a1lS~ ca;. racy.how can we conceiveof
theater, tobe savoredas pano- in domestic politics came at ~~ Phit~~~eeCo~~~~~ J ~~i~~~way the very ones

~~fJ:a~ti':e~~tjre~~e~~ ~~IJ:z h:~lf;~Nk~~C~~: ~~n~ti~;te~o~:~ri~~s.du%~ The ~os~ of the last coup
ticipation. firmed the requestfor Ameri- extraneous factor has been can only be marginallyindi-

The secondmiracleis that canassistance.Everyoneinthe wovenmoreexplicitlyintothe cated by the damageinflicted
constitutionalism remained Philippinesand abroadhad to constitutionalis:equation:that onmaterialproperty,or bythe
sufficiently strong among know that no less thanPresi- of Americansupport Military number of military men and
enoughmilitarymensuchthat dentAquinoacknowledged the menwill now be constrained civilianskilledand injured.or
a criticalmass remainedpro- in extremis position of her to ask before they lay their eventheshatterednervesofa
tectiveof civilianauthorityin government. No persuasive lives on the line for civilian distraughtadministration. The
the direst hours.Up to about flightsweregoingto beflown, authoritiesin the Philippines: full costsof thecoupcanonly
threeo'clock in the afternoon no defenseof democracywas "Do they enjoy the blessings be indicatedby the damageit

?~rc~~i~,~~~ fi~~~S~~~~i~~~~~~ ~~~i~O~i~~I~:~~~~~s:St~:~ of ~U:i~~~~~~Fo~i~:?~ a :~C~~~~~i~~egO~.n:~°fu~
disadvantage and yet, much nativechannelsof Philippine high price to pay for military responsibilityforthelastcoup
bloodied,remainedunbowed. officialdomthroughwhichthis constitutionalism. One of the attemptmustbebornenotonly
Civilian,authoritieshad lillie request for assistance was military's problems is pre- by those who initiatedit. but
to contrIbute in this staunch made. perhaps even without ciselystrengthening its nation- even more so by the civilian
attitude of constitutionalism Presidential clearance, were alist orientation, one much authoritieswhomadeit inevi
amongdedicatedmilitarymen. not sufficientlyauthoritative. weakenedby the overlyclose table.
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American intervention in
~he December coup: A lb~ull1der?

Insteadofimmediatelyflying sightcouldhaveseriousreper
its air force jets, American cussionsonPhilippine-Ameri
publicofficialscouldhavefirst can relations. Whelher the
offered to mediar.e the politi- Americanofficialsintendedit
calcontest,appealingtoboth or not, there will henceforth

:~liPlener::c:n~e~~{~~: ~q~:;::k:t~r~~~~~~~atsth~
ceasefireand negotiatesome compromised adminsitration,
political settlement.There is that mostof its actionswould

~tfi~:rJf:ew~~ ~~e~ ~~~~e r:d~~~~~~~e;v~~
takenupby eitherMalacaftang ment, This perception could
or therebels,but it is essential decisivelyhamstrunllthe op
as an initial step to establish erations of the Aquino gov
Americanpreferencesfor an emment,one whichalreadyis
impartial course of action muchcriticizedforbeinginef
given the literally explosive fective. It is difficult to see
situation. how American interest in a

America's historical links functionalAquinogovernment
to the Filipinonation, under- might be served by an inter-

~~~~::~~ti~=~~~ :::fc~oan~~~fipi~~~l~~~ ~:~°th~t~~C~biU~~h ~f~~;
interestsin resolvingthe issue statements, .~erem.onJal government.to operate with
of the bases.This viewneeds speechesand hohday rituals, greaterpublicsupport.

~tTs~ ~~~;~bfe"~~~~ r:ni:~~rv'~~c~~e~~~~ ~u;~e;.~~r::::~ifi;i~~;t
Americansblunderedmuchin canconcernfor pracucallyall ienauon from traditionally
thedecisionto interveneinthe Filipinosand the varioussec- well-regarded Americans.
lastcoup. tors of Philippinesociety. In With thislatestinterventionist

Adistinctionhastobemade addition to established prin- act, many Filipinos have
between involvement and ciplesofinr.emationallawpro- started entertaining stronger
interventionat this point. In- scribin$ inte~ention in the doubts about the sovereignty
volvement implies being a demesne affaus of ~~er of their political syste!" and
partyto anissue,evena politi- state, th~s o,verall sohclt,ude theindependenceof ~clr go~
cal contest as to who among should incline the United ernment leaders.This skepti
protagonistsmustwieldeffec- States to be ~~tiyely ne~traI cis!JI. could feed a backlash
tive political power. It whenever Filipinos dtffer FilipinO. nallonahsm.largely
skillfully avoids openly tak- among themseh:es. <Thus, definedin termsofanti-Ameri
ing sides, or addressinga po- even t!W devastatingmlh~ camsm.
litical situationsuch that one operauons of the rebelhous The CPP-NPA's selective
contendingpartyhasitspower MNLFin the~ly 70s could targetingof Americansas as
position decisivelyenhanced not sway the UnitedStates to sassmauon vicums probably
attheexpenseofanotherparty. help a beleague~ Ma~la ~ not been popularly per
!t is preciselythis leaning to g~v.emment and l.tsbloodied ceivedas an acceptablepoliti
one side or another, this role military.Parenthetically, many calgesture,or even morethan
of decisively regulating the militarymen's distrustfor the an act of outright terrorism.
balanceof power that makes U~it~ Statesc~ be tracedto Ho~ever, giventhe American
for intervention rather than this ~me when It refused to policy of acuve mtervenuon
simple involvement. The providetheanns requestedby m the last coup, the decision

~:~~agf~~e:~~~~te:~r~ ~u~::n~e~~~in~';iW~ ~~:~ ~i~7t;~~~ i~~:~;
strationat the expenseof the The American position then control except those who are
militaryrebels.Thisfactisnot was one of non-involvement Americanscouldregisterinthe
permeabletoconsiderations of in~hilipp~ne domestic.affairs.) public's~~sciousness asmore
whether the Americanswere ThiS aCUVI) neutr.dlty role of a political statement.Un
invitedby Filipinoauthorities ~~u.ld havebeen at least the critical interv~ntion.ism could
to comein dunng thecoup.or IniualAmencanpostureIn the create a public belief among
they announcedtheir avalla- lastcoup. manyFilipinosthat lhcirown
bilityas inviteesbeforebeing By is.noring the involve- political system is held hos-

~~~II~ u~7~~. or simply ~~tl°r~n:1nl:re~J~~ift ~~bft r;I~~tcg~:~~~r~~~~o~
Involvement, and once the policy,Americanofficialspre· asub:luenlconviction ihatit

~euft, s~~, ~!:~ab~~v~::~ f~u~~n~~~~alh:C:~~~ ~ ~ ~~~~ Ib~~~~ean~!~tr~~~
better served the long term itsrcluctancein interferingin wOuld makea hostageof your
interestsoftheUnilcdStates. Philippineaffairs.This over- entirenation.

T :er~tn~;nO~nA~~ri~: r-.--_-__---.
coupis acknowledgedbyeve
ryonc. The US Air Force's
persuasionflightsin postcard
blue Manila skies, witnessed
by millionsof people,cannot
be waived away as simply
phantomfiguresby indignant
nationalists,embarrassedbut
relievedconstitutionalists, or
f,lming,embitteredandpossi-!1
bly bcuayed rebels.

The debate regarding Felipe B. Mll'8nda
American intervention has
focusedlargelyon whetherit ~lI1aSing

~~~ P:f;~~~S~dt~ ~Mfi~~ the Wind
pineauthonties,on whetherit
waslimitedto thepsychologi
cal impact of Phantom per.
suaders or went beyond to
wardsmuchmoreactivepolit-

~;~Ts~l~~~~~:~rn~h~:
ippine national interests were
indeedservedbestby admini
stration authorities calling
"Uncle!"lastFridayafternoon.

Whetherpro-Aquinoornot,
Filipinoswho discussAmeri
can interventionlink it to the
undeniableAmericaninterest
incontinuedaccesstomilitary
basesinthePhilippines.There
is much concern that calling
for Americanassistancedur
ingthelastcoupmighthave
compromisedtheadministra
tion's ahility to critically con
sideralternativeoptionsto the
issueof Americanbaseshere.
Thelow-keyexpressionof this
concern involves counseling
the Aquinoadministrationto
stressthe independenceof the
bases issue from the issue of
the administration'spolitical
survival.Initsmostdenuncia
tory fonn, the same concern
equates the administration's
callforAmericanintervention
wilhtreasonandcallsforPresi-

~7g~i~f~~3y~ s%~ld~nh:
publicofficials.

Clearly,onedimension Fili
pinos have not critically ex
amined is whether American
interventionserves lhelong
term interests of the Amen
cans themselves. The casual
consensus is that American
interests have indeed been
servedto theextent thata be
holdenedAquinoadministra-
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The crisis of civilian constitutionalism
St

INheCEAqTHEul'nobeadgimnnm' inl'sgtra°~ democraticor not,Ultimately, September1987couldindicate
democracyandconstitutional- some incipient vacillationas I

~~e ~~n:~ti~~fr:f; ~~: ~~y~~e~ur;~~~e~~d~o~ :ga:~:t,ab:~~~t:ti~:I~f
~~::e~r~r::r ~I~ ~~~ ~~=~~~y~e~~~: :~~on~g~~:l~t~: I
matic'birthingof this admini- appreciativeconstimency, tor-pu.blic reactions in case I
strationinpartinvolvedamili- Our largely Non-Perform- another coup is attempted.
tarywhichrebelledagainstits ingAuthorities(orNPAs)need Civilians, they say, should
owncommander-in-chief, Apo to heedthe signsof the times. avoid being involved and
Marcos.Associatedwithcivil- Eightout of tenFilipinosref- should not si~e with anyone.
ian leaders who were per- use to rule out non-peaceful At best, the publiccouldpray

~~e;tb~~.~~f::!u~':: feUpe B. Miranda d:ie:n~o~~eci:ri: fsh~t~: ~~wth~ ~:eafI.Of good some-
ties, the military was much proportion of people who, "Thisnon-activesentiment

~~~anasc~~ti== Chasir,tg =:c:t~Yn~~~~I:-~= ~f=~.~~u~~=:~
and theruleof law. the Wind at the possibilityof violence a successfulcoup which Fe-

mi~m~k:f1::rf~r~: ~li~~ir~~~r~e:r~~~ ~~ath~rl:;I1:::::::~
summaryand arrogant man- I have-gone to EDSA last De- CIose'1Ohalf of the respon-
ner of manycivilian officials ' cember8, 1989to help dedi- dents anticiPatethat the citi-
in dealingwith militarymen, been largelydistrusted'by its cate tneEDSAshrineandmost zenry would' neither oppose
especiallyin the first y~ of . civiliangovernors,h91ding fast of them were probably in- nor support the militarygov
the AquinoadministraUon. It to the constitutionalistfaith spiredby theresoluterhetoric emment,butclosetoor»-thinl

~~titutio:~=onwhti~h ~~~~d~::~~ud:= ~~~y~~~~::~el:; ~~~~:~f~~
mentionsth~ AnnedForcesof menin uniformwhoseconsti- beyond the sunny skies and uncompromisilfg constitution
the Philippinesin theConsti- tutionaIism is a functionpri- the strident speeches, there alists, a minorityofone-fourth,

~:~~eo~~~~~~~i~ =r~~ ev:~~:I~~ ~a: ::chna:~ifJ~mn:t ~~~~"oppositi~n llY I

agenciesof government.The eraI Biazon, whose sense of for"jobsandjustice, foodand Citizen actions during the I
citation is not an honorable civicdutyprecludesrhetorical freedom."NPAs,cannothope December1989 coup largely
mention,so much as a shrill flourishesin decisivelydefin- to continue managing this validatedthe 1987 SWSsur
injunctionto the AFP that ci- ing andexecutingwhatneeds countrywithpopularsuppon. vey fmdingsand predictions.i
vilianauthoritymust ever be to be done, somehowcontm- NPAs must learn to repent, Perhaps it W81ral:orteCt as- !
obeyed by those in military uedto protect our Constitu- reform, and perform, if they sessmentofpublic~timents
uniform. tion and the civilianauthori- are not going to be over- wHichprompted tile Aquino

(th:~~toae~~dsc::~~~ ~::i~iet~ec~::~ai~: li~~~~I~Ylretna::;fe~~!; ~~I~~tC::"::er:lI~~
~:~::~~:;n~~;: :,:. ~~~~~ ~~E~~&~~ ~~~~u~~~~~e~~ ~e~~li~=~:~:Z~~
cises" are included in the ership. been overtakenby a sense of assistance. This inability to
count),the tendencyis fUlther Becauseof resoluteaction absolutedespair. rely on its ownci~ for
reinforcedto lookat constitu- by.enough military constitu- Thiskapit-sa-patalim men- crucial support is tragic

~~~~~re:p~~fe~:;:~: ~~=~~e ~iIi~easp~;~~'i~ Wti~ln~Sn~~~~e~~~~~o~ ~~~~ht.:~~~r:~I
creasing numbers as well as must be aclcnowledged as no tinue to bear with NPAS in fmdingsas regardscitizenFe
seniorityof military men in- longerthe focalpointof con- theirsociety.AftertheAugust actions to an actlll#.military
volvedin coups, the growing stitutionalistchallenges,The 1987 coup, Social Weather governmentmrned out to be
sophistication ofcoupstrategy criticalcoreof constluidonaf- Stations survey findings in correct.For 'Filipinosto even
and tactics,as well as the ap- ism must increasinglybe rec- Metro Manilarevealedsome suffer a military government

::r~Yc:~s~~~n:a~:~: ~WJ~~sasth~;~~~~:: ~ ~~':~~~~~~~o~v~~ =~~e~~~~I~IIS~l:;'::'
ventionalwisdom is that the civilianswhorungovernment ings inclined me to write in ing a civilian government
last coup would have been as well as the civilians who the SWS survey's analytical which systematicallysquan
successful if the Americans arethe generalconstituencyof report:"Various stresses that ders the nation's human,eco
hadnot intervenedin favorof government. Military coups weakenthe [citizenry's]con- nomicand politicalresources,

~~~~~~~r~:~~~~fuc~~ ~~~!~alan=n~ r:~~: :tu~n°ctic~~~;i~:~S:~ ,~~n~;l1ih~vif~n:~=
attentionon the militarychal- cably destroy the citizens' which point to a pragmatism couldpossiblydriveFilipinos
lengersto thedulyestablished, democraticcommitments. The whichhascrossedtheborders into experimentingeven with

con~~ti:~n~1~' theresuf- :~~:~~~w~~r~~~~a~~; of ~,~~ti~~sta~~~c~eir ~~~~%ns~ P~I~~:;" r:~~m:
ficientrecognitionthatall the shatters the public's confi- perceptionsof probablepub- pinoswouldsay in sucheven
coups to date failedprimarily denceindemocraticprocesses lie reactions to another coup tuality,with the bitternessof
becauseenoughmilitarymen and makes the citizenry vul- attemptormilitarygovemment men whorealize thatnothing
had abided by their govern- nerableto alternativeperform- as a fail accompli, the re- morecould be done but hope
rnent.For a militarywho had ing regimes,whetherthey be sponsesof those surveyedin for thebest.Bahalanal
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Bouncing back from the coup:
The burdens of leadership
Should the Aquino administration resolve its crisis
by keeping faith with the national interests and
decisively moving towards reforming itself, the
costs to the nation of bouncing back from the
last coup attempt would be significantly
minimized ~

Ai~Jgo~~Je~~~~~ ::e7:~c~bt~~: ~~;:~ ~ho~f~~~i~llC~o~~~~
same question:can the nation economicrecovery,orenshrin- masters rather than their own
recover from the destruction ing economic growth at the stru~[ing countrymencannot
wrought by the last coup? If expense of basic equity con- rea1isticallyhope to be mis-
we had a sharpersenseof his- siderations.Economicwelfare taken for nationalists by the
tory, this question would not cannot conscientiously be latter. Such leaders have to
havebeenaskedat all. Mostly made to trickledown, givena earn theirnationalistspursand
every people's history has constituencrwhoseconditions theywilldobettertodistance
been at least one of survival of deprivation have persisted themselves from their much
and,in a fewexceptionalcases, forseveralgenerations. Oms- too transparentpatrons..
evenone of doing well. tic measuresneedto be imple- Clearly, from this list of

The question is not prop- mented to ensure that indeed imperativesfora nationallead-
erly one of survival or recov- the poorest people are able to ership set on minimizing the

~~~ i~~lo~:~ITha: Chasing ~= ~f~s~':u~~~f~?~~ =~~~!p~~~:O:~:
~~~tifiisi~~~scl%~trcl~~ the Wind ~::':td~:ti~~~wer- :~~yte~~:I~c:sr:~~
mulationof a nationalconcern At least a minimal levelof traditionally have had their
that highlights the criticality 1rderneeds to be established cakeandeatenittoo,whohave
of our political leadership. ingpoliticalformswhosesub- by the authorities to rea1isti- enjoyed reputations of social
Depending on their vision, stance has remained largely cally guarantee the public's conscioll$nessandatthesame
capabilitiesand political will, undemocraticmust be re-as- physicalsafety.Coupsare not timeconbibuted to the persis
the cost of national recov~ sessed. It ls not enough that as costly to society as ordi- tent inequity in the society,
could be pabiotically mini- institutionslike the Congress: nary index crimes in terms of who, furthermore, have pro
mizedor irresponsiblymagni- the Executiveand the Judici- the human, economic or po- 'jected themselves as patriots
fied. Whatevertheactualcosts aryare formallyfunctionalor Iitical resources destroyedby evenas theirpatriotismwasof
turned out to be, our people that the formal processes of their perpetrators. A govern- the sunshinevariety.
willnot shirk themfor such is bureaucraticgovernment and ment that fails to effectively The testof thecurrent lead
the urgency of national sur- electoral politics are running. address the issue of public ershipis an existentialone and
vival, The substantive democratic safety cannot be expected to cannot be deferred much

A trulyconcerned,decisive character of th~ sttuctures do better in the management longer. Should the Aquino
leadershipwilldo whatis nee- and processesneed to be seri- of~.J!Osedb'y"coupmen" a~inistrati?n ~Ive!ts cri
essaryand will not dilly-dally ously looked into. The em- to Its polll1ca1 enstence. SIS by keeping fwth WIththe
in doing what needs to be powermentof the people end One more dimension of national interests and deci
done, Its first imperative the accountability of public effective leadership must be sivelymovingtowardsreform
would have to be an impla- officials which are both sol- addressed. Thishas10dowith ing itself and performingas a
ca~le :-elf-as~men~. identi- e'!1nlyguaranteedby the C:on- he~ping instill a sense of self- no-nonsense l~dership, the
fymg ,11:5. own lO,fll1l!lties and sutuuon need to be operation- reliance and nationalpride in ~ts to the nation of bounc
cap~blhues that It mightsum- alized. Democracyhas to be a people whose colonial past 109 back from the last c~lUP
manly remedythe formerand politically,dynamicallylinked overly inclines them towards would be slgDlficantlymmi
willfullyfortifythe latter. This to everyman's daily experi- deference and even mendi- mized. On the other hand,
process of. self-assessment ence,insteadofservingasritu-- cancy in international rela- should it stubbornly cling to
must also include the most alistic tokens of authorities tions. The political authori- Itsbled,tested,andfailedways
candid review and evaluation who are more comfortable tiescannotsurvivewidespread of reactiveleadership,thecosts
~f Its Irack,record as the na- witholigarchicpolitics. skepticismregardingtheirown of nationalrecoverywouldbe
tl~n's political leadership in The economic base of commitmentto national inde- predictablymaximized.Inany

~oti~~~ three years.and ten ~eTc~~~~ Iii~r~: :~~t~ ~~d~;::t~~ap~b~~ ~'I~~e~:~~nS~~~I~~~~
The.:¥amsmade 10 restor- mentsal whatevercost, main- pursuit of this end. Leaders as confident.



Miagao thoughts on a much
beleaguered administration
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gestedheremostthreatening.
Even now theyresolutelyop
poseanysystemwhichenables
the public to see throughob
fuscatory jargon and ritualis-

Ifor~~~~~~i:M~= ~~~~~, ~~~ :~ic~~n~i~~ . ~~i1f~~~~r=~~~e:t2~ .

~eI~~?~~r~~ ~i~:~~ ~k~~~~ti~~6(~~~l~~~ ~~,.a~h~~:ti~~:r~~~~
Given the essential unity of be done mustbe a transparent limitations,andsimilarreasons
Miagao's mountains, skies, processamenabletosimplified militate against public-
seasand people,partisanship, publicmonitoring. TheAquino friendly,non-esoteric monitor-
divisivenessand sheer"orner- administrationmustundertake ing systems.
iness" would be difficult to clear-cutpoliciesand explic- BetweenlI!eglibpollucian ,
sustain.Wickednessdoes not itIy-targetedprogramsforeach and the SOPhlst.technocrat.ISI
comeeasy in a place like this oneof thecountry'smaincon- their common turf, the vast
and I thoughtall thedulycon- cerns. Program targets are area of governmentnon-per-

~w~a~~~~~~;:~~~~ Felipe [S. Miranda ~fia~~lfr~~t;'O~~~:d ~J:"~~;~~th~f=~e~l~
~~~~::I~:J.~?~~~;:Y Cbasing ~~t~?cn:~~~;.emment,and ~~ti~~I~i:Ii~:J~~:-1
:al~~lehg~~~s~isc=d ~;~~ the Wind . In. ~ese confusing times, ~~~t~ ~o~~:n~~~o;~
~;~~e~h~U~bew~~~~ed~~ ~~~~~~d~=;~: ~'::fn~~~:n::~~~i~
r~~~h~eo~~:~f~~l~e ;~~; ~~~;:fO~~~~ ~dsu::~ ~s:de~J1~~~~~~~Tn~I~*; ~~~,2~ill~~rA:~~a~~
Pla~=n~~cie~~~ H. Abad ~~Ir::~~ ~~~tS:n~:~ili~ d:~~nth~~~~et~c~e:ntc~~~ ~:~~~:~~~c~a:~
publisheda collectonof poems installationof formalpolitical ~ould dropby fiv.epercent,~r cals in government,this cam-
a.nd!iteraryessays under!fie Strl!Clur~s ~r the mouthing.of ~seth~hefaii~d;f":.~7 ;:i~ ~n~~:~:~:::d~~
~~~b;Z~ ~r~~~:t;:~rf~~ ~~s1n~I:~t~~?~;n~~~l~~ ~::tty~:r~~~~ th:t ii~~ minedby them.Farmoredan-

~~~~~e s. I~u~th~:i: ~~o~~~e~~:p=te~e~~ ~r.: bi~ fiS~ :ujd ~iden- ~~:~~~~rt~;~l~g=
~~=~~lean~X~:~~I::e~ ~%~~i~~~~:ro~~ ;i~ted~o:r:ariandce:u::~ entialpositionsingovernment,
siniilarvein, thepoliticalphi- unlesstheAquinoadministra- m. h~ government. Or that these scoundrels more seri
losopherHannahArendtwrote tionforcefullydisruptsan oli- withina year, there.would be ously merit the presidential
of"BetweenPastandFuture," garchic political culture and a two-~rcent decline.I? lI!e ultimatum in the last coup:
where she delineates the hu- breaksup itspervasivesystem proportionof IXX?r families~ Surrenderor die!
man conditionswhich would of graftandcorruption. th~country.Imagmeherspecl- A last note. might be
makefora mearungful democ- Betweenvision and reali- fymg not only the target and sounded.Ours is currentlyan
racy in present-daysocieties, zationis theimperativeofvig- !hetimeframefor~mp~- age of ultimatedemandsand
Abad and Arendt are a rich orous implementation. Being 109 them,but also identifying thePresidentis farfrombeing
lodeof unsolicitedadvice for essentially liberal, Filipinos the ~e~ data set, the actual the finalauthqrityin this mat
the Aquinoaaministration,it- may once more extend the mon~tonng system and the ter of nationalsurvival.With·
self now forced to forge the benefit of the doubt to the 0fficlalsand~overnmentagen- outapubliclyperceived,much

~~~~i~~~~~a~~s~~e:~e~ ::~n~ aa~~:~~~~~nvi::~ ~~of:~~g~~~:ufe~; :C°::~~~~v~~::~
problematicfuture. The will as wellas a patrioticdesirefor clearly specl~ymg the conse- grams,PresidentAquinocan
and capability to govern the its realization.From this ini- !\ucnces.of failure~or herP~- not expectFilipinosto extend
present are going to be this tial capital, one would hope h~ otficialsan? theiragencies. theirliberal supportin thepast

~~~7~:ati;~~:~n~istw~i~ ~0~I:eb~3~.I~~~~~::t~~ ~It"~~:~:z~::;~:~ ~urc:J:;~i~h r:~~f~~~
define the ciuzenrys verdict assetc-ca cnizenryfullycon- respec.bveorgan1ZlluonstoP1!t lar support, the Aquino ad
as to the appropriateplace of fident in their leadership's up~etrownsystemsform~ru-. ministration's future must beI
President Aquino and her motivations and capabilities ~onng the programs being viewed as eminentlypredict-
administration in Philippine for decisive social change. Implemented. able.
history. .. This transformation of politi- Such a system would ap- Thus the Presidentherself:
. Thea.r~s dem.andmg deci- cal resourcesdependsalmost pall the traditionalpoliticians appears to have been served I

sive politicalacuon are well entirelyon the abilityof gov- who thriveon deliberateam- herownultimatum,byenough
understood. but remain ef- ernment to persuadethe citi- biguity and short public Filipinos who suffer not so
fetely~~dressed bytheAquino zenry that it is doing well, memories.Yet anothergroup muchfromchildishimpatience
authorities,Thenation'secon- given the magnitude of its of people - the technocrats as from utter despair. Their
orny, political .system, and concernsand the extentof its in government- wouldfind demand is strident and fully
generalculture Itself demand resource~. the very transparencyof the reflectiveof our crisis times:
morethan formalgovernance Perceivedgovernmentper- Implementation process sug- The:SpaceBetween;or Else!



THURSDAY, DECEMBER21,1989

A moratorium on coups?
The call for such a moratorium, effectively backstopped by
military men who publlcly compact to withhold their units from
participating ln a coup, has a rational edge to it. Whether the
current personal preference of specific captains is
constitutionalism, apathy, or mutiny, the moratorium may be
seen as temporarily serving a common end

s~:~?~:~nh~ch~fssd~:~i add~~~l~i~tc~cff~:~~~ ~~ ~~11:~pti~~/~~~~S~~g~
thecounting.baulefatigueap- young military officers and as well as the government's
pears to be reflectedby civil- commit them effectivelyinto political will. The mutinous
ians and military men alike. at least temporarilyshunning militarycould similarlybuild
Perhaps the season also has coup participation? Could uptheircapabilities.but,more
somethingto do withit. Inany some formal mechanism be crucially,theycouldalsogive
case, there is a palpablewea- facilitatedby both the senior their anti-constitutionalist in-
riness, a widespread feeling civilianand militaryauthori- c1ination a final review, one
that one's adrenalin has sirn- ties such that most company that takes into account pre-
plypumpeditselffar too long commandersandtheircounter- cisely what the civilian gov-
and that the time has come to parts in all services might emment is able to do given

res~?"~f~f, ~~r~yl~~ ~~ee Felipe B. Miranda ~~~~i~~~~Pi~h:~y~~~:r~~ ~~~~~:~~~~1~~
;:;C~~I~~~~~P~~:~,~~~~~~ Chasing ~~~~y thepoliticizedmilitary ~~~~rve~~~~~iZ:~~~~
~~t~efn ~~~?~~deb:a~i~~; the Wind . If theauthoritiesactedwith ~~thC~i~!~~~~r~erci
ways of a reflectiveand rna- dispatch, there IS a good percent is probablynot much
ture citizenry.Or even in the takingoff, one mustbreakthe chance that the appeal to this off the mark, w:,ateverother

~u~i~i~r:~n~~~~:o~s ~PJ: ~ain of ~anir~l~li: I~k~hg:~~~ ~~~~: ?sf~:~;S~I~ ~~i~ ~~sde~~:g~ h~eQ
making,.ab~lu~ly unmin~l aea~~, ~~~c:~ilablemilt feeling among.these officers. wouldprobablybe the great.

~~nc~~ss~~un'd~~~I~~~~ ~~t ~ii~~~H~il~ ~~~~ ~~ ~~a~:~.b:t~:~~:;~~~:~~ ~~~o~:~ g~~~:~~:
~~~~~:pf:df~:t;~~~~~: ~~~~ghca~ffi~~~SsP~hO un~:~~ ~~:~~Ic~~~e~~~ ~~~ :~a:~~~~~~b~et~i~~~
lea~e~~~~~r;sd~:a~ret~~~ ~~o~~~g~;~I::~k~~ ~ar:) ~~ thes~i r:~; ~~~:e~~~~~ti~~: f::::

f~orem~~f~:hhe:re~:v~o~a~ ~~fi~:r~l:eth;~stl~e~~~:~ ~~:f:n1~f~~~~~~: ~g~a?i~:~~~r3~c:::~
~~IC~%~~~t~~~uo~~eo~~ commanders,captainsinmost :~unab¥e to~~yC:nudS:rs~~ maintai.n: Theirdecisioncould
have common soldi~rs who case~, wl~h abo~t a hunW:ed or fullyidentifywith.Theau- be .facilltated WithOut even

Si~Ply ~01l0~ th~ir~ supe~iO~ ~~li~~1>u~ :~e;e~;~~~ ~~~~sthi~of;~tn~~~=r. ~:~n~r~o=a:shS~~~g
o iccrs, arge.yunm orm ~ rankandeducation,theirface- ment by the oun military coup.

1r;e~s~~e~woh~c~~aNri~~ W;:. ~~~ce~f~r:n~t~~~~ ~~~n=.. Offic~ and rnnulnce them leas~S~~~O~~=h~~f~ll;
;~~I;h~~~c~~ .~i~~~frtl;~: ~~e~f~~e~ ~ra~~?~~~~~t ;~e:~!~r~r~~:-~C~ ~~~~~~~:':~s~:;~i~
litical sophistication, who their subordinates.They are ou p . the Christmasseason will be
might ~ow. the Issues m- acknowledgedauthoritiesnot The call for a moratorium appropriately observed by
volved10 a limited ~ay and only on matters of military oncoups,effectivelybackstop- most Filipinos in the next
whodecideto usetheirmen10 administration, combat and ped by militarymenwhopub- coupleof weeks, the morato
helping resolve these Issues. tactics, but on political and Iielycompacttowithholdtheir .rium will increase the proba
Ftna~ly,lhere are the fully,,0- economicas wellas someper- respectiveunits from partici- bility of correctlyanticipating
liticizcd military ~~n, With sonal issues. The decision to patingina coup,hasa rational theresultsofanypotentia!coup

~~e::, ~~~~O:~l~;~~~: {~6n~~ ~~i~~j~~~:c~~~g~ ~~ ~~:o~~~~~~~~~~;s=f~~ ~~o:~u~;r d~~e~:\om:~s~
lateboththelesssophisticated superior officers with some captains is constitutionalism, seriouslookat ourcaptainsin
officersand theapoliticalsol- degrceoffinality,isprobably apathy,or mutiny, the mora- the military even as we are
dicrs, All three must ma~c.h effectivelymade at company toriummaybe seenas tempo- naturally more smitten by
10 tunelD a coupbefore~ ~~I- level.Belowthecaptain,what rarily servinga commonend. glamorous generals and
tary challenge10 the civilian remains is largelythe execu- Timewill be boughtby those charming colonels. Captains
authoritiescouldbe initiated. tion of a decision which he who have consistently de- are definitely the warmest

To prevent a coup from makesfor himand his men. fended the established order militarybodiesaround.



TUESDAY, DECEMBER26.1989

The day after
Leaders who vow to reconcile a much divided
nation cannot avoid taking sides, and the only
side they can take in a substantively restoring
and reconciling democracy is that of the abject
many

Mg~~feIb::~~~:; atio~~iti~~~~C~~; :'~~~b:'::~~:
like most childrenlive their notsufficientconditions fora sionalliberalsouta! hardened
daysof innocence, that is to truly democratic Philippines. cynics.This miracleC8DIlO&be
say,withouteitherthepastor We need not onl>, to restore effectedbyaleadelsbipwhich
the future for a burden.We democratic forms, but more refusestosacrificemuchofils
are whoweare on Christmas critically to infuse the sub- ilistoricalgains.

Da>ibedaY after isdifferenl :;c:.°..{~~~f:: Cilia~o~=a::
Theoverworked stomach,the uonsnowcouldbe~lI!'"o- the accommodation of con-

~r:~":f~~~~1u~i~~ ~~~n:i=~~v~~~ ~~==,:
conspiretomakemanyFilipi- Felipe B, Miranda :=~.t::==~=. econlitetradiand'CIOrytbe~itbeof
~~~~=~~~ be ~ th ._ ••__.~

~~p~u1sdh~~~ Chasing ~~~~5:= ~.r::~~~tiI:=
the~~bust~reso~:3'~~t- the Wind regimesorspeciflCsetsofduly =ment~ lilave~
masDay,area study.in seren- constituted authorities. .. SI8ge,~~~===

~~~c:cr~:~~a~:~~~q~~ internationalrclations. Cal~a::;~':=~;, =&:~~
~~~r~e3~~. doing what Thegenerousspiritof sac- t:~; ~f~~::~~= ation and act 8CQ)z:dingl"

Nationsarcmuchthesame rificeand theresolutewill to In e!fect, aceording to their =u:IT'~=pc:.w

:S~!leii~OS~~~~~~;h~~ ~::e~~~!:~:ssth~::~c~~ ::n~;~~~~~~~ ~g:~na1~~:F:
::~~:etl:~~~~;~=~ ~o~~f: 1~~r:.C~:s~~ ~~~:rththilieet:~~e acting either deceptivelyor
the temptations of a holiday controvertible desireto prog- superficially interfaced wi~ indecisively, repudiates the I

~~~~~~~~~n~~~: :d~ea:n~~C:::;O=i~;~~ ~e;~;:~~~~~~~ =~::~jjE'=~,
~~~~~~;,~~c~~~~~~~ ~bfe~:th~~~~~~~~ocu~~: ~~r~\:~~sb~~ ~~sa~~ ~:'i;~:=~r:t::: ~
~~:Jlty ~~i~ati~nt~o~i: ~;e':o~ict.~t'i:n~ ~~~~I~~: e~e ~81~lSfown~om~u. a trulysubstantively restoring
supportouroverprivileged oli- erswhotakesanctuaryinshib- ~~Yandl::rlteof:mw.i;~r; ~=c~~~:~racy is
garchsinlhestyletheyhave bolelhs;thecitizenrytoohas no morethanapassmg inter-
accustomed themselves to en- learnedtobecomfortable with est in theformalplay. The day after Christmas

jOYin coilfrontingour many SIO~:Chs~::r~orkand,pain_ tioJ~:na;;~I~m::U ~=~~~=lyo~~
vitalneedsasa nation,wemust ful decision-making awaitus have to.go out of their way, whichlinksthelessonsof our
resist a popular indiscretion inourdaysto come.Thebard reachout moreeffectively to past to the demandsof our;

~~ic~~~:~~~IXi~s~~: ;:r~y~~:~~~i:s~:ti~~; ~~~:~ ::~=E::;~C:::~ f=t~~:~Hf;;~: i
unborngenerations of Filipi- workprettymuchas theyare unarguable utilityof linkinga ili?su~~::I~:V:U~~

:~~'s~J:n~;~c~u~n n~J~~~ ~~ ~~~~o:?m= ~g~:~~~~ea~=~ ~ than any other group need
development needsleadsnot lies precisely in the leaders' commondestiny.No leader- greater clarity of vision in
only to burdensome foreign need to keep faith with the shipcan crediblyinitiatethis analytically processing our
debtanda diminished stature peopleand to willfullyforfeit moveatnational synergywith- multidimensional realitiesand
~mong nations; it alsoresults the extensive networkof pre- out firstovercoming thepub- evengreater determination in
in a debt of characterwhich rogativesandprivileges insu- lic'scenturies-oldcynicismas doing what is necessary to
makeus wantingas national- latingthemfroma brutallife regards government and the changeourmuchdeteriorated
ists and facilitate our accep- suffereddailybytheirvulner- authorities. The leadershave nationalcondition forthebet-

, tanceof a dummyrolein our ablepublic. fU'St to performand then,sus- ter,



THURSDAY.DECEMBER28,1989

food for the gods
I Nson~EsEsPp1Nl'nGt oWfilhexlhteensedead- weak/indecisiveleadership in lievelhatlhePresident'sCabi-I'

government (57%); commu- net need to be revamped.
generosity,Filipinosin Metro nist-leaning high government pointing out specific person- I
Manilaoffersomelhingforlhe officials (55%); and weak/in-. alitieswho mustbereplacedif
aulhoritiesto feaston,the citi- decisiveleadershipin me De- the good of the country is to
zenry's continuing hopes for partment of NationalDefense be servedwell. About22 per-
effectivegovernmentas well (54%). Half of me respon- cent of the respondents actu-
as its supportfor constitution- dents also validatedlhe claim ally say all of the Cabinet
alismand theduly-constituted that lhere isa lackof armsand members must resign or be
authorities. Theyserved their other equipment for the mili- fired fromtheir position.
politicalleadersa similarban- tary, and 39 percent there is Even as lhe respondents
qutt soon after the coup in basisinlhemilitaryrebels' 93 confirm their marked prefer-

~~~~~ i~~~~h~;~~~~c;d Felipe B. Mlvanda ~:lI~~~:~:~~o:~~~~ ~~~ f~f~r~~n~=,:

~=~~rer:c:~~~i~~eC~u~: Chasing ~~~fsi~:~~~~ ~~~t:~~ci:~=::
~~~~~a~~n~~~~'v~~~~~ the Wind ~~~~S~~~8~~~~::r~ ~:~i~~~f:r=t~r~·
of theircommunitychest sim- spondentsin 1989agreedeven influencepoliticaloutcomesin
f,llytobeabletoprovidenour- morelhan in 1987lhatlhese me countryat all. A very high
i~hn\entforlhegods.thelauer complaints have basis in fact proportion (70%) are unable
woulddo well to make better or are makaswiran. or unwilling to rule out the '
use of the public's offering havebasis("makatwiranj, 70 The constitutionalistpref- ~ssibility ~t lhe Filipino
thanthey:did in 1987. Fiesta- percentof the respondentsin- erence is also revealedby the mlghtfmallyglVeul?onpeace-
~~~er~:~elo~i~m~~~t~ sist that all these legitimate satisfactionratings which the ful !'1~S of effecting demo-

be disenchantedwith prodi- :~~~~tsad~~~~ jU~~~i; ti~r~~er'::~~o~l'f~~~ cra~~ther~gand
galguestsand.refusingtohave muchdepreciationof military in lhe lastcoup. Thosepeople soberingfindingsm this SYl,S
more public resourcessquan- menwhoparticipatein coups, and institutionswhichacted to survey. However,f!1epubli~. S
dered, to activelr evict them wilh48 percentof the respon- support government against consutu~o~alls~ Imperative
from lhe peop~e s palace by dents saying that the real ob-. the coup have marked posi- and t!te ~nU~lion ~ even

~T~~~~3f:i ~~~~; ~~ti~e~:;e~J:P~:e~i: :::sesa:~~~~~~:~~rth::~~ f;~::~:~:~~~~~
thegodsml~ht be s~rved by a themselves or their civilian cessof thecoupare negatively Sldered!hem!>st crucialQfall. I

people .whose pa~ence and backers. One in four contests rated by the survey respon- The sausfll':uon and support
generosity have lhmn~ out this cynical assessment; yet dents. lhat are bem~ currently ex-

to ~;~ry~~:~~a~lff~di_ !ffiOlh~one in~profess~ .. Popular satisfaction and :~~ot~~~J:=~~~

~~~ :i~~~e: ~~J ~~ti~~SI~ ~~~~~::~~ ~~ ~~r~~ ~~~t~ ~~~~~~:r:::ll:erinft
WealherStations'publicopin- tary rebels. political.processI!l~er~f~ loolcsmorelikeaconditional
ion surveyon the recentcoup. The public's constitution- the AqUIDO administrationIt- gift from those who, after a

~:Is~ei8:ar9~~~n~~":t; j~~ ~~:~~n~es:::: To~: ~lf~~~~ ~~r;~m:eer:~ f~U:J=b~:~
~~~~:~ha~~~~~fati~~ ~o~t~!=~~~~~ ~h~l~d~~:4il~:rti~~;~ ~in~irt:~~ ~::~gul=:
to the most recent coup at-' much disaffection: too much fu~ctlOns. ~ldent AqulD~ well. One leads to a condition

~~~~F:"~~~~r~~I~= ~e~~7~0~P~~ I~wg~; ~~~:il~~~~::~ f:~:~e:~I~~C:~::
san interest in public opinion and benefits of military men of~ satisfied public, Also, gencies; the olher leads to
on thecoup,withgovernment, and lheir dependents (73%); while half .of t!t~ respondents muchstruggle,muchself-sac
private sector and opposition difficult life for most Filipi- are for malOtamm~ Presl~nt rifice,andeventua1ly. national
fundscomminglingto support nos (69%):difficultyin relay- Aqumo as a public .official, liberation.
thenon-partisanSWS probe. ingcomplaintsto thePresident twooutof tenbelieveItwould Constitutionalism is indeed

The survey confirms the (67%);neglectof basic needs be good for her to resign and on the public's current menu
remarkably strong constitu- of Filipinos (66%); weak/in- let Filipinos choose a new for lhe gods, but perhapsonly
tionalistcommitmentof Metro decisiveleadershipwilhinthe President; the rest are unde- lhe gods who work hard for
Manilans, Despite a strong military (63%); favoritism in cided as to lhe wisdom of and lhus earn their just des
majoruysenumentiharpracu- military promotions (59%); keepingherinofficeorasking sertsaregoingtobeservedat

~~~}(~~ t:~~ec~~~f~~ ~~~:~s:e~:o~m~i~~lim~5: ~~re~:=lt~i~l inF~:: ~~ie.our now more critical I



TIJESDAY,JANUARY2. 1990

Requiem for diffident regimes
Our political leaders in 1990 cannot continue
being indecisive without dire consequences for
themselves as well as the nation

T HIS year .promisesto.1J.e ~----'I istgovemment withmorethan avoidable' element of luck
mostcrucial to thepoliti- a fair chanceof politicalsur- which must attend the most

cal authorities. Before1990. viva\. skillfuleffortsofa leaderif he
is over, they prob~bly would . All these threatsare mean- is to succeed in utilizingany
have either "t",,,cly gov- ~..11 ingfully contextedonly in the politicalopponunity.
~:r~a~~~~:noe~~~~l~ I •.~, ~~~:~g::~~~~~::r:~~ ThePhilippinesin 199~pre-
ground between these stark I limitedsenseof historyat least sents.asIR~?PP(lrtWlJty~or
c.h?lces. Th.us,o~e m!!'st an- I inc\udesthelastfouryearsand a skillful polincalIeader, or

~~;g: :;~~~;~~~~~~~e~~ I =~:'::~e~~:~t~~~:; ~UPao~~~t~~~rns~::;
ciesand, 10 ~cu1ar, theex-· four hours and the likelihood national history...Llbe~ly

~i~~~~~~ h~~~~v:a:~::~~~ Fel!pe B. Miranda ~te=e~= s~~~~\~ :~~;n~an~g~~:r~~
gisticallydemanding as well .• are not goin 'to be over! leadership, ool.y one thmg i
asreinforciltgeachother. ChaSing imgresSed b; government'~ remainste bebridgedbetween i

a::e~~~r~~~~~o~~; -the W,ind ~~~=~:e~:~cJo~ c~~ ~;u';~~~~~=?:'
own ranks, the inco!"pe~e~t. thoseof Marcos'time.norare That thing IS fortune,
the corrupt and the ntua\ls~c they goi.ngto be easily con- Machiavelli~~nsels thatof.
officialssapthisgovernments and materialbenefits for sol- soled WIth afterlivesof milk ~ threeconditions for poli
energies. a.nd r~~ource~, diersand theirfamilies. Siren and honey beyond the next tical success,fortuna is least

~~~~~:fu~~~~C;:i~~~~ ~~~~ {g: ;:~~un~nastow:~ ,:el::::~~C~i~:~ ~~ :~~~t~i~~n~~l~r
mg. the very constituency as for themselvesand their dimensionswithinwhichFili- competent political leaders

;:aI~i~:J [:e~a~r~n~~~~. ~~i~;.O~~t~nr;re:~n~ll ~fJc~a:u~~~;f.P~~~~~ ~a~~~~~:e~~snt:~~le':~
su~~~ governmentstill, a r~~~ ;~~~v~::;d: ~~~~I~~~~~:d:Jl~~e:: X~~ ~~a~~~c~ro'ffu~e~
demoralizedbureaucracyWIth as vulnerable to these calls; snnanng regimes, insight whl.c~ ISthat all sue-

?~e;e:t ~I~:~~d~;~~rili~:; ~:::~:=:~~~ymf~~ l~j;~nS~:ldti~e:'J:~~n~ =~~~~~~~g~::
to~y ~usmess of gov.ernf!l~t. coupmakers before but, de- evenunsolicitedadvice,espe- ~and1es a v~ry fickle.lady,that

~~~~~~~ ~~df~r~::~: ~=i~~:~:~~'~~~ =~~F~~{~3!e~:~~ ~~~I~l~~I~uc=~~ryO~~
conditionsand marginal lev- for" continue to encounter nateMachiavelli.Whosoever ?pponun~ty offeredby neces-

~sn?t~be'::~gsro~~ ~~;;.~~~ .va~~~~~~n~~'=~~f govern- ~~=gi':ob~i~~~~~~O:~ ~q~~:'~~:'af~~~~~~~
andevencorruptcivilservice. ment itself the only viable tegratethree things:necesita, o~ a leade!. but he m.ust.act

Withinthemi!itary.a barely communistinsurgency inAsia virtu, et fortunt~.. Th~ first ~tuo:f:;~7h:r:~WI~ I::;~
~~~~~~W~n;li~~~l~~~e~~ ~v~e~uSIi~o~~n~~iOnit~ r;:::S~~~I~~~e;:f~~n~th 'fav::~fjortuna and =um-

~~~~~~n~~~~~:~t~~~~~~ ~~te~o~~e[:ec:~~~?: :;~itev~~~~~~~sm:~;~ m~ur~::UC=~lleadersin I
and theirmenare bombarded inverselyrelatedto the effec- nation must be forged out of 1990 cannot continue being
by treasonouspoliticians, in- tiveness of government in disparate, even hostile ele- indecisivewithoutdireconse
ept publicofficials,and mer- managingitselfandfocusedly rnents, The secondrelatesto quencesforthemselvesaswell
ccnary.agents?fpublic.disin- addressingthe most basic of the political skills which a as the nation. Allover the
formation. Within theirown nationalconcerns. Publicor- leader must possess to effec- wor!dnow,thebellshavebeen
system, many military men der, relativelyhonestgovern- tively address any given roe- tolling.f?r diffident regimes.
acknowl~dge multiple crises rnent,nationalsovereigntyand cesita,or politicalopportunity The P~lhppines cannot be an
of effectiveleadership,!"ili- timely action constitute the which presents itself to him. exception. Our leaders must
taryjusuce, mentpromouons, coreimperativesofa minimal- The third,fortuna, is the un- dare,or perish.



THURSDAY,JANUARY4,l990

Institutions worth dying fOIf

1he initiatives taken by constitutionalist military
officers in the last coup attempt belie the misconception
that they are incapable of independent thinking or action

T f~T~;~o:ti~~~:~i ~~~~ps=yW~If~ ~nth~~::~~i:'~~:;:
RodolfoG. Biazonof the Na- Stations.Only the means re- data point to the increasing
tionalCapitalRegiooDefense sorted tobytherebels.thecoup, publicperceptionthatgovem-
Command,surveyed the re- mustbe consideredstill prob- ment institutions and poliu-
mainsoftheDecembercoupin lematicfor a largelyconstitu- dans in generalhave at best
FortAguinaldoand,despitethe tionalist-minded citizenry. marginaIlytouched thelivesof
Secretaryof Defense's state- The civilian mind-set re- citizensfor thebetter.
ment that General Biazon garding the urgencyof many In the last fouryears.stung
wouldreviewthe"highlights" national concerns, the legiti- by the failedcoupas wellas a
of theanti-coupcampaignfor macyof rebelcomplaints,and moredemonstrativecitizenry.
'.he assembled press 'people, the general ineffectivenessof thenationaIadministrationhas

~~~r~I~~~~orc~~~~~: Felipe B. Miranda t::~~~~!~~::I~S~ :~rdf~:~Jn=~~u~
withemotion,thegoodgeneraI farispro!>Bbl>:~bymany licly projecting a bOrn-again

'::::~~~:~~:~~~~ Chasing ~s~~:~s~~~~~~~: ~ ~m~;:=~~:ar~~:
lie~~~~:e~~~;::~ the Wind ~::~il=IYo7n::~he:; ::: ~:in"::~f1~~~~
rebel military in her sternest warned that coups would are not going to be over-
tone,"Surrenderor die!" One probablycontinue should ci- whelmedbyanearliertendency
of her constitutionalistgener- vilianpoliticiansfail to attend of thisadministrationtowards'
als, in a face-to-faceconfron- to the needsof the nationas dramaticperformancewhere,

~~~f7:~~I~~an~~ :~~e:~~thm~~~f:;~y ~~~:=~~::ft=
executiveorderand permitted Themostseriouschallenge atelyin searchof theperform-
the rebelsto marchwith their has come from the most ance.
armsandsingtheirway"back staunchly.constitutionalistof Allfury,signifyingnothing4
to thebarracks." Noone hadto o~ wlll'!10rs, from General is a tale which, even twice-
surrender,no one had to die. B,l8U!nblm~~. As.li!1 cxtraor- told. yi~lds no institutions
Thisgeneralisasure-frrecan- dinarilY~S1uvemllitaryman. 'worth dying for. Men' like
didate,a naturalfor the conn- General BUIZOn ~en.t1y <t:e- Biazon may then coaseien-

,~:r~~~~~ti~:;ifu:~O~~ ::~~;i~~~'~~~~~~: ~= Ii'::~n ~es:f~~
mil~'initiatives taken by ~, ~~e~:t::!/::.~'(~~Yc::~ :~e::Oc:':~~Si=

I ~~:~~~~:~~~~; mentoftheinab~tYOfgOvem-:n~b~~e~f~;m:r~~~::I; ::a~::~~~ua:i
~~~(:JS:~~:d~)n= ~~~~ciar:v~ ~~~ ~~~~h~::~f:Udi~:gro~ ~::~n:~~m:=;
g~b~~3~~~~~t~~~ ~=:ian~~a:e f;~~~ =;S:t~~~~Ii~ :~?tut,~a:::' the=~
~~~:m~~I~~~ry~u:~~ :&:s~l ~~~~~~ :=~f~~~~.with any ~~£O:Sbecometheg.iation's
andexecutetheorderofsupe- many who hold,jlOSlUOns,of Biazon'sanguishistheFiIi· .' , '1
riors in the duly constituted public truSt The complaints pino nation's tragedy.EDSA , Idiotsworthdymg.for'! This

~~~~~i1itary and civilian ~~~~~~rc~n~~ti::~~~ ~~~~~rw:~i:~~i~=; :~t~t~~g~~~~:~~:t
In the last coup there ap- cendy restoredand appearto wholookedforwardtohaving cal,reg!ffies, the ciuzenryand

=~p~o~:n~~~~~~i1~~ ~:ti~~~~cJ~~f~o=~ ~~:~~1~~:::~~~f~~ ~~r~~::~~v::~~~;~~
tary men and civilians alike cradcoperauon, systemand our authoritiesm ~d, 10 some ~, jointly, I
that the complaints publicly The legitimacyof thecom- particularthat,afterfouryears, WIsely ,and .patn~~~ly re- ,
airedby the rebelsare largely plaintsis not thepointat ISsue neitherourrestoredinstitutions solvedIt. BeingFlhp~os. we i
with basis. Taken together, even for civilians,as revealed norour revitalizedauthorities are ev~ hopefulof being the !
1hesecomplaintsarean indict- by the December1989Metro cansummarily.crediblyCI81m excepuonratherthan the rule. I
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sive impact in relation to
Americanpresidentsand may
not be extendedsimplistically
to Filipino presidents. Still,
givenour extendedsearch for
inspiringandcapablyperform
ing leaders, some of these
fmdingsmightconsole while
yetolherscouldinducedespair

:::nfor~~~~=~
our currenttimes.

The making of a great president

Y ESTERDAY, THE dis- i Ij-__ __ __ Usinga 1983rankingof36
tinguishedretireddiplo- Americanpresidentsprovided

mat and former president of by a surveyof Amencan his-
the Universityof the Philip- torians, the authors tried to
pmes,SalvadorP. Lopez,in- compare the twelve best and
formedme thatbe is writinga the twelve worst ratedpresi-
biographyof thelatePresident dentsusingthirty-eightdiffer-
BlpidioQuirino. SP, as he is I ent indicators. The indicators
affectionately addressed by I includedphysicalcharacteris-
many of his university col- tics and personalbackground
I~, believesthatPresldenl (e.g. height, male birth order,
Quuino might tum out to be familySize, early death of fa-
our best president to date, I Felipe B. MIranda ther or mother,OCCupation of
"better than Magsaysay,"he fathersof presidentsand their According to these rand-
says. Quitea few of our po- l C· wives), education and high- ings, an inexperiencedhouse-
litical histo~s, benefiting hCls~ng level, governmental experi- wifemightyetbeagreatpresi-

~~a~:;v:~::~ the Wind ~~i~~~~~~:!~~::?~r:~ ~e:~i:ln:~~e~::I::=
~~::~:~~~~~.Q:r~ -_..- ~'~t~dH~ilfW:,e:~i~~: ~~~~~::~,;: I
ino's presidency indeed ~ ers), political and economic sonal background could also
pearsto gam 10 SI8lure With environmentduringthepresi- be targelyignored,althoughit
thepassingof theyears. way.of e~ploring the.issue of dency (e.g, local as well as would have'been more reas-

presIdentialleadership. One internationaleconomic envi- suring if the housewife had

lea::~g~~. o~:ti=~ ~~e~~=i~ .=J;t~p~:i~c~~i~t ~~~~~:t~=
~~::~~~~= =~th=~kn=~:: ~~~~e~:~gO~~~;P~ ~~=s~~n~':~::=
accountsolthe powerfuland or opinion.(say. political.sci- and assassination attempts), her adnlinistration,it would
thefamousserveatleastthree enllSts,soclologIStsandhisto- and, finaIly,powermotivation help mdl if she projected'
purposes:(I) .theyhelpdefine ~ as.wellas politiciansand and behaviororientations(e.g. moreassertivenesson foreign

;:J~~~f:=aO~ {:tr:.tsin=t~~~iti- ~~v:,y~~Je~Jo~~~ r:~Ji~es~~~ro;:
uc~~ nalJonaI.leaderassumes cal systemand its authorities) negative/deploring orientation -eigndebt) andreflectedgreater
pol~UcaI preemmence; (2) they or a groupof ordinarycitizens toone's job,motivationscores decisivenessin wielding PQ
delin~ the role(s)p~yed by whomightbeselectedbysome fororientationtowardspower, liticaIpowerto resolvedomeS
the nalJO~ leadership !'lid random process to evaluate achievement,and affiliation, tic issues.TheIacltofnationaI

~o:es~=ri~~~~~~~ ~~~b~~~cr?:e~~ so~: amongothers). fe=~1~:~:~~':
~~g=~an:,~~ti~'~~: =~~:~a~~~:Sa=~~ ~article'sabstrae~su~. ~~~:e:.~~~d:~.=~
;i~~~~l?~;:I~~t~~(3) ~~r::gs,~~~1:~~ ·~~~;~~~e~mn;:~ :~'::~~~:hth~~~a~ort~;
~Yl~;:a~i:~u~~~ :::::~c~~o:~fi;'::~~ !!1::~ fr~vr;~;:er:;:;i ~~~~~i~:~t=
leadershtpstyle as he anler- of indicatorsor characteristics expenenceISthe least signifi- imperaqve. Restorationpoli-

~~tsc::~::gin;:P: =~v~=~~f~:: ~~~e:~==o~:~ ~:~~~=~~~
cing his politicalcapabilities leadersover time. as significant,but there are crisesand into the hearts of a
asa primusilllerparesor as a possible exceptions. Top trulygratefulnation.

~~~n~~:~ne(du.r~e~ rel~~vetry~~toor:~is;~~ f:~d~~e=I~en~if~: WishingPresidentAquino
say, somehow escaping the dents,someconcernedAmeri- publishingmorebooks before and ourselves the best, we
infirmityof being idolatrous cans havetriedto applya sys- assuming office, enjoying must not encourage biogra
in its treatmentof the leader tern of evaluationlike theone more politicalconsensusand phers, indicatorsanalystsnor
as a pivotal politicalactor),a suggested above. Recently, prosperityduring their terms, surveyresearchersto attempt

~~~~ha:~c~~~~~~~~ ~~~:::~J:;I~an~e:; ~~gr:C::a~~:'~~gd':~ :r~~~S:~~~t:C°:~r=t:
cal systemand its institutions in an article titled,"Our Best assertive on foreign policy dency at this point in time.
and enables a reader to em- and Worst Presidents:Some isues, and possibly having Anythingelsecould be unfair
phatizewiththe biographer's PossibleReasonsforPerceived power orientation which are toherand,should the assess
subject Performance,"in the October greater than their affiliation ment tum out to be both final

1989 issue of Presidential andachievement orientations." andcorrect,wouldbe unnerv-
Biographies arenottheonly StudiesQuarterly. Thesefindingshavepersua- ing for mostof usFilipinos.
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A post-coup view of the Gringoes
F ILIPINOS, a survivalist wouldprovideinexchangefor proved, but still stalemated I

nationbuffetedby politi- use of the bases,and close to viewofPresidentGeorgeBush
cal; economic, and moral halfarepro-bases,arguingthat is offeredby Manilenos,with
crises,havegrownaccustomcd evenat currentlevelsof bene- 25 percent saying theicsatis-
toa kapitsapatalimmentality fits Filipinos should already factionratingimprovedand23
in the eightiesand carry over extend the military bases percentassertingthecontrary.
thissenseofdesperationto the agreement with the United Summingup,onecouldsay
nineties.The sense is particu- States. that currentpublicopinion in
larly strongin MetroManila, Pragmatistsdo not have to Metro Manila relating to the
wherethecitizenrytendsto be be ingrates,even if they are United States and American
more informedabout current forced to be thankful by ex- publicolIiciaisrevealsastrong
developments, morecriticalof tremely unpleasant circum- survivalist determination.

TI~~~:.~e~to:;~min:~~~~~ Felipe B. Miranda ~~~i A~~~~~oi~:~:O~ ~7~~~~co~vi~~

~~siS~~~ a~i~~~~i~~ Chasing ~~~~I~h;9ui~~: ~J~e;~ :~~ ~ea1~~fe=e:~~
" In thelatest SocialWeather the WinCi means weIl for Filipinos. ever the ,grimand formidable
Stations' post-eoupsurveyof Seve~outoften~ilenosm:e consequencesof undertaking
Metro Manila, the kapit sa skepticalor outrightlyrepudi- thenecessaryactionmighttum
patalim mentality of ing.militarybases in the Phil- ate this trusting view, How- out to be.Americanassistance
Manileilosca~ be seenas col- ippines.Only 17percentcon- ever..relativeto earher,survey beingvitalto thepreservation
oring theIr, views of Uncle testthispluralityopinion,with findingsof the SWS in Sep- of the Aquino government,
Sam.the ulumareGrtngo.The -nostof rheremainingall per- tember 1989, even the cur- Manileilosyield to necessity
SWSsurveyran fromDecem-cent who say they are unde- rently high level of public and, relegate their personal
ber 12 to 18~ 1989 and em- cided possiblysimplyprefer- skep~lclsm already ~presents desires for foreign non-inter-

r~e~~~I~tI~~ta!& ~~~~~ ~~:rk;~~:n~~~~~:a~ ,~u~ f~~o~~ntm20C;:~~ =rinfn~iIl=~:~
dents. tistsmaychooseto keepquiet ofMetroManilanshavea POSI- thebenignintentionsof a for-

Evenasa majority(51 per- so topreventundueadvantage tive readingof Americanin- eigngovernment,trustingIiule
cent) of the respondentssur- fromaccruingtoAmericansm tenuous. Margins of confi- in the generosityof alien PQ
veyedafftrmamarkeddls~te a perceived bargaining situ- dence in the Americ8!1 gov- litical~torsa~~matica11y

~i~~od6~~ti~e~;~~~~~~;~~~ ationinvolvingmilitarybases. ~~:e~Yi~~~~~~":e~~ :::~~~o:;~\~.c:::
of tenManilenosnevertheless .' can governmentintentionsto clarify their national interest
support the Aquino govern- be good for Filipinos minus and prioritiesand prepare to
ment's request for American the proportionof those who surviveyet anotherchallenge
help against the coup forces. say they don't) improvefrom to theiralreadymuch-deterio-
Close to half (48 percent)of a minusII in September1989 rated commonwealth.
therespondentsareconvinced to an even zero in December It is a wonder that such a
thatthiswasthesolerecourse 1989 after Americans flew peoplecontinue to keep faith
left .last December for ~he persuasive flights in support witha leadershipwhosetalent
Aquinogovernmentto survive of the Aquino government for fecklessness has been
the threatposedby the RAM- duringthe lastcoup. matchedonly by its aversion
SFPcoup. . The difficult feelings of for direly-neededunsolicited

PragmauststhattheY,have ManileilosfortheGringoesare adviceanditsaptitudeforso-
become(aftcr,all.there ISno alsoindicatedby the improve- licilingforeignhelpevenas it
betteror moremcisivete~cher It is probablythis realiza- mentor deteriorationof their depreciatesthe supportof its
than an extend~ expe~ence tion that Americanscould be satisfaction ratings for two ownpeople.Inthesequalities,
ofkap/~ sapatalimi,Manilenos hard bargainers that incline Americanpublicofficialsas a thenationalleadershipappears

~~~~~~~,i:e:t o~~m~~v~~~~ ~~~~il~~J~ ~~;a;ei_~o~~ ~~lt;~~e:n~:~1~~~ ~u~~ ~~Ie~~s,v~ho~=~ g~
ments abllll~ to freelypursue September1989 option pref- and soon after the December theirowndespitetheconcerted
Vital nauonalm~erests. Spccifi- erenceson the militarybases. coup. A negative margin of efforts of all kinds of Grin
cally,theplurahty(43percent) About a third of the respon- satisfaction is registered for goesto makelifein thiscoun
of Man.llcilos av~r thatbecause dents continues to be anti- Ambassador Nicholas Platt, try exceedinglydifficult.

~~~i~~I~:~~~~~~~S~q~~~ ~:~nto~:~~~~~~n~f: ;:t~f;Jti:rc~;Jn~y~~~ ~i~ S~I?~~~::ty~sJ~~I::r:::
~ovemmenl wouldfm~ it dif- supportingthe militarybases worsenedandonly 15percent shipdoesnotchangeitsstripes.
flc~lt to refuse anything the dependingon the amount of sayingtheirsatisfactionrating Or loses heartcompletely,ir
UnitedStatesdesiresconcern- benefits the United States improved. A slightly im- revocably.
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